
SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT oF WATER DlvERslorv eN,Dr6p$Fr -.11 pii Z; 0g
l f  the informat ion below is inaccurate,  p lease hne i t  out  in red and orovide current  informatron.

Notr fy th is of f rce r f  ownership or  address changes occur dur ing the coming vear.  i ' , t , .

: : ' : i ' -
PI.EASE COMPIJETE AI{D RETI'RN THIS FORM, BY 'JI'LY 1, 1998-'-'

l is

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY

$6\AHJkSC"B{$S9B sp,tgg,I$+ b \ u \ s LoN
PO BOX 800
ROSEMEAD, CA 917?0

SOURCE: NORTH
TRIBUTARY TO:
COTINTY: TULARE
DIVERSION

WITHIN: NW%

FORK OF MIDDLE FORK TUI,E
MIDDLE FORK TULE RIVER

RIVER

o F  N E %  S E C T T O N  2 6 ,  T 2 0 S ,  R 3 0 8 ,  M B & M .

srATE WATER RESouRcEs coNTRoL BOARD, DlvlsloN oF WATER RtGHTs ^-,-*' P.o. Box 2000, sAcRAMENro, cA s5812-2ooo .-ll i l[ I,l i l '[,] FIF:lilr,
(s1616s7-2170 

'5u12-2ooo '  "Ci l ' i ] ' r : ' ' j  ! t ' ) ' ' j " l ' r i :ClS

O$TNER OF

STATEUENT NO:
t;
s 0 07 7 7 2

TEIJEPHONE NTIMBER:
(srrsf,-:o2-sEa'n Qo+) E,qq - 8 f r A
YEAR OF FIRST USE:  l -909
PARCEL NO:

B.

c .

Water  i s  used under :  R ipar ian  c la im _ ;  p re  1914 r igh t  K  ;

Year of f i rst use (Please provide i f  missing above)

Amount of Use - Enter the amount of water used each month. l f  monthly and annual use are not known, check the months in
which water was used.

Amounts  be low are :  E  Ga l lons Acre-feet D (other)

Feb Mar Apr M a

D '  Pu roose  o f  Use 'Spec r f y  number  o f  ac res  r r r i ga ted ,  s t ock  wa te red ,  pe rsons  se rved ,  e t c .

E. Chanqes in Method of Drversion - Descrrbe any changes in your project srnce your previous statement was f i led. (New pump,
enlarged diversion dam, locatron of diversion. etc.r

Nonp

F. l f  pan of  the water l rs ted in Part  C consis ls of  recla imed or pol luted water,  p lease indicate the annual  amounts of  recla imed or
pol luted waler  ln the space below.

\0oru2
I  declare under penal ty of  per jury that . the informat ion in th is report  is  t rue to the best  o l  my knowledge and bel ief  .

DATED: z , 1 9 SnN\ru.A.s

Other (explainl:

.  Cal i fornia

SIGNATURE:

PRINTED NAME: Brian McGurty

Total
y  June Ju ly  Aug.  Sepr .  Oct .  Nov .  Dec .  Annua l

11 c-r t f f i2 t<^ I DRg l t 4 L l&.L l l t L tbz 8qu l lDo I oZc t<?D t7,752
1 ( ) ( t . ' Z.lzlr\ 2br> Ltqc 2-l5n zzLt LoQa z l  to l lQn l l 50 l l lDD |  610 l g t  o 2-2 .61C

' l z {  t  o l96r: 2l or. ? )  t o Zt lo ztJb l qqn lTcn tLZo o o o I  b,gq

I F I R S T  N A M E )

coMpANy NAME: Southern Cal i forn ia Edison
{MIDDLE INIT  I ILAST NAMEJ

See back of  page for  General  Informat ion.  l f  there is  insuf f ic ient  space for  your answers,
please number them in the space provided on the back of  th is form.

,f ArJ 2 o
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ITEM CONTINUATION

Note :  th is  same vra ter  a lso  reoor ted  under  Supp lementa l  S ta tement  No.  77BO{

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WATER RIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA

There are two princrpal types of surface water r ights rn Calfornia. They are r ipal ian and appropriattve r ights.

A r iparran r iqht enables an owner of land bordering a natural lake or slream to take and use water on his r iparian land. Riparian larid
.must be in the same water shed as the water source and must never have been severed from the sources of supply by an intervening
parcel wrthout reservatron of the f lpanan r ight to the severed parcel.  General ly, a r iparian water user must share the water supply
with other rrparian users. Riparian r ights may be used to drven the natural f low of a stream but may not be used to store water for
later use or to drvert water which originates in a dif ferent watershed, or return f lows from use of groundwater.

An gpplggiggig-.r,qh! rs requlred for use of water on nonriparian land and for storage of water. Generally, approprrative rights may
be exercised only when there is a surplus not needed by r iparian water users. '  Since 1914 new appropriators have been required tb
obtain a permlt and hcense from the State.

Statements of Water Diversion and Use must be f i led by a rrparian and pre-1914 appropriat ive water users. The f i l ing of a statemdnt
(1) provides a'record of water use, (2) enables the State to noti fy such users i f  someone proposes a new appropriat ion upstream
from their diversion, and (3) assrsts the State to determine i f  addit ional water is avai lable for future appropriators.

The above discussion is provided for general information. For more sbecrf ic informatron concerning water nghts, please contact ari
atorney or wnte to thrs offrce. We have several pamphlets avai lable. They include:

"Statements of Water Diversion and Use"
"lnformation Pertarnrng to Water Rights in Cali fornra"
"Water Rrghts for Stockponds Constructed Prror to 1969"

l ' {ppropriat ion of Water in Cali fornia'

I

wR 40-'.t (4/97)



S State Water Resources Contr,ol ,Board

Alan C. Lloyd, Ph.D.
Agency Secretary

Division of Water Rights
l00l I Street, l4ul Floor o Sacramento, Califomra 95814 . 916'341.5300

P.O. Box 2000 r Sacramento, California 95812-2000
FAX 916.341.5400 r www.rvaterrights.ca gov

Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor

AUG 1 0 2005

Southern California Edison Company
Attn: VP, Power Production Company
300 N. Lone Hill Avenue
San Dimas, CA 91773

Dear Sir or Madam:

ln Reply Refer
to:  33 l :JP:S001828

OWNER ASSIGNMENT FOR STATEMENTS OF WATER DTVERSION AND USE LISTED BELOW

On January 3,2005,the State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights (Division)
received a letter from the Southern California Edison Company, which included the Supplemental
Statements of Water Diversion and Use (Statements) listed below, and that requested the change of
contact agent on all Statements to VP, Power Production Department.

STATEMENT
NUMBER SOURCE TRIBUTARY TO COUNTY

s00l 828 Unnamed Spring Ely Meadow Fresno
s001830 Coral Creek Kern River Tulare
s001 840 Alder Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino

s001 84 r Keller Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino
s007749 Rush Creek Mono Lake Mono

s0077s0 Bear Creek Santa Ana fuver San Bernardino

s00775 1 Birch Creek McGee Creek Inyo
s007752 Bishop Creek Owens River Inyo
s007753 Bishop Creek Owens River Inyo

s007754 Bishop Creek Owens River Inyo
s007755 Bishop Creek Owens River Inyo
s007756 Breakneck Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino

s007757 Lytle Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino
s0077s8 Rush Creek Mono Lake Mono

s0077s9 Middle Fork Bishop
Creek

Bishop Creek Inyo

s007760 East Fork Kaweah
River

Kaweah River Tulare

s007761 Kern River Buena Vista Lake Kern
s007763 Mill Creek Mono Laker, Mono

s007764 Lytle Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino

s007765 Marble Fork Kaweah
River

Middle Fork Kaweah
River

Tulare

Californin Fnvilnnnenlol Prnfertion g zeJ,

{S Reacled Paner



Southern California Edison Company

s007767 Middle ForkKaweah
River

Kaweah River Tulare

s007768 Middle Fork Kaweah
River Kaweah River Tulare

saa7769 Mill Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino
s007770 Mill Creek Santa Ana River San Bemardino

s007772 North Fork of Middle
Fork Tule River

Middle Fork Tule
River

Tulare

s007774 San Antonio Wash Chino Creek Los Angeles
s007775 Lee Vining Creek Mono Lake Mono

s0077J6 Middle Fork Bishop
Creek Bishop Creek Inyo

s007777 Lee Vining Creek Mono Lake Mono
s007778 Santa Ana River Pacific Ocean San Bernardino

s007779 South Fork Bishop
Creek Bishop Creek hyo

s007780 South Fork of Middle
Fork Tule River

Middle Fork Tule
River Tulare

s007782 South Fork Bishop
Creek Bishop Creek Inyo

s007783 Glacier Canvon Tioga Lake Mono

Division staff has updated the ownership information of the above Statements to show the following:

a

Statement IE:
Current Owner:
Mailing Address:

Telephone:

Various, listed above
Southern Califomia Edison Company
Attn: VP, Power Production Department
300 N. Lone Hill Avenue
San Dimas, CA 91773
(909) 3e4-8718

The following table of Statements was reported by the Southern Califomia Edison Company as having
been converted to Permit Reports. These Statements will have their ownership information updated,
however, because these Statements were not retumed, they will be recorded as having three years of no
use. The Division needs a letter stating if the Statements listed below have been abandoned in favor of
the Permits.



Southern California Edison Company

STATEMENT
NUMBER SOIJRCE TRIBUTARY TO COUNTY

s001 8 13 Crater Creek
South Fork Sari Juan

River
Fresno

s0018 ls East Fork Camp 61
Creek

Camp 61 Creek Fresno

s001816 West Fork Camp 61
Creek

Camp 6l Creek Fresno

s001 81 7 Carnp 62 Creek
South Fork San
Joaquin River Fresno

s001818 Chinquapin Camp 62 Creek' Fresno

s001820 Big Creek San Joaquin River Fresno

s001824 Balsam Creek Big Creek Fresno

s00182s Eley Creek Big Creek Fresno

As well, the following table of Statements was reported by the Southern California Edison Company as
haviirg been converted to License Reports. These Statements will have their ownership information
updated, however, because these Statements were not retumed, they will be recorded as having three
years of'no use. The Division needs a letter stating if the Statements listed below have been abandoned in
favor of'the Licenses.

STATEMENT
NUMBER

SOURCE TRIBUTARY TO COUNTY

s007762 McGee Creek Horton Creek Inyo

s007766 McGee Creek Horton Creek Inyo

The following Statements were listed by Southern Californ a Edison Cornpany as abandoned. The
Division has updated their records to show these Statements as inactive.

STATEMENT
NI.IMBER

SOURCE TRIBUTARY TO COI.INTY

s001 814 Unnamed Spring Strawberry Creek Fresno

s001821 Pitman Creek Bis Creek Fresno

s001 822 Snowslide Creek B g Creek Fresno

s001823 Adit 8 Creek B g Creek Fresno

s007771 Mountain Home Creel Mill Creek San Bemardino

s007781 Mill Creek Santa Ana River San Bernardino

-3-



S outhern California Edison Company

The Division will use VP, Power Production Department as the primary contact for future mailings. A
Supplemental Statement will be mailed to the Southern Califomia Edison Company every three years.
The submittal of a Supplemental Statement is the record of your water use. It is used by the Division to
verify existing data and also gives the Division the ability to notify you of water right matters related to
your riparian claim.

Should you have questions regarding this matter, please call me at (9 1 6) 34 I -5 3 1 5 .

Sincerely,

ONGINAL SIGNED BY

Susan J. Wilson
Sanitary Engineering Associate
Water Rights Processing Unit

bcc: Susan Wilson

JParks jp/xri vera:1 -12-05:7 -25-05
U : \PERDRV\JP arks\Statements\S0 0 1 8 2 8 STATEMENT as sn ltr. doc

-4-



SOUI HERN CALIFORNIA

FDHSON''
An ljD/.SON /N?-/:/ lN"l7]OA'rlL'D ConrPany

Attachment
Enclosures

::. l"Aiii !'.',i, :ri i i,:li,;,_i1., ;Ei-:
i;1.ji.l|, i,li if.jrii ,',

December 27,2004

Mr. Steven Herrera, Chief
Water Right Permitting Section
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights
P.O. Box 2000
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000

Subject: SCE Supplemental Statements of Water Diversion and Use
Report Cvcle 2001 -2002-2003

Dear Mr. Herrera:

Enclosed in response to your notice sent out earlier this year are completed water rights
forms for the 3-year report cycle for 2001-2002-2003 for Southern California Edison Co. (SCE)
Supplemental Statements of Water Diversion and Use as listed in Attachment 1. The last such
filing for these statements was made with SCE letter of December 28,,2001. Information sheets
indicating ownership, location, and parcel numbers for each of these statements was submitted with
our prior 1997 f i l ing.

616?fr slrft king actwri a|| oflRffaforms (i
though this filing is complete) because they have been variously received through our Law
Department, Real Properties (Right of Way & Land) Department, Customer Service Department,
and Power Production Department. Accordingly, please direct allfuture_forms to:

.,&6v ̂
Vice President , Power Production Department ,tl'!'^;IryW 

>

Southern California Edison Company lti'" 
.

300 N.  Lone Hi l lAve.
San Dimas, CA 91773

lf you have any questions or need additional information, I can be reached at (909)394-
8718 or at Brian.McGurty@sce.com.

Sincerely,

E->A"\Lbg<-llri^n wt. McGirty 
- 

C
Chief Hydrographer
Hvdro Generation Division

100 Nl. Lonc i- l i l l  Avc.
5an D i r r tas .  Cr "  L l  177 : -  l7 - l  I

5;{(0
z?

20l l i , i " i ' i  - l l  i l i ' i  1 i ,55

Diii ' .,1 r,rr '- i i  ,.1.:i i ' l 'S
Sliiliidt'ir i,il0

f i ' d  l5  i i , . ,  i ' L i ' [



tl

Statement -/
No. Source

f f i5FI
Following Sfafemenfs are enclosed herein,: fplf

l^az'01
001828 Unnamed Spring (Eley Meaddw)
001830 Corral Creek
001840 Alder Creek
001841r Keller Creek
007749 Rush Creek (Agnew Lake)
007750 Bear Creek (SAR)
007751 Birch Creek
007752 Bishop Creek
007253 Bishop Creek
007754 Bishop Creek
007755 Bishop Creek
007756 Breakneck Creek
007757 Lytle Creek
007758. Rush Creek (Gem Lake)
007759 -' -Middle'Foik Bishop Creek ""-'-'*- "-''
007760 East Fork Kaweah River
007761 Kern River
007763 Mil l  Creek (Lundy)
007764 Lytle Creek
007765 Marble Fork Kaweah River
007767 Middle Fork Kaweah River
007768 Middle Fork Kaweah River f
007769 Mill Creek (SAR) i
007770 Mill Creek (SAR) \
007772 North Middle Fork Tule River i
007774 San Antonio Wash i
007775 Lee Vining Creek t p'({
007776 Middle Fork Bishop Creek :'t"l \

007777 Lee Vining Creek .1,'' '+

007778 Santa Ana River
007779 South Fork Bishop Creek
007780 South Middle Fork Tule River
007782 South Fork Bishop Creek
007783 Glacier Canvon

No. Source
!t-

Following Sfa/emenfs have been previously
converted to Permit Reporfs (as noted in
5/16/s7 fitins): DOn c l, .>7a /

Statement

001813 Crater Creek
001815 East  Fork Camp 61
001816 West Fork Camp 61
001817 Camp 62 Creek
001818 Chinquapin Creek
001820 Big Creek
001824 Balsam Creek
001825 Eley Crpek

06 28

Creek
Creek

05

Fotlowing Statemenfs have been previously
converied to License Reporfs (as noted in
5/16/97 filing): yan{ -.[4"-t-^,
QQ7762 McGee Creek
007766 McGee Creek 

,,1 ' "..i CI 5 Pfi

Following Sfafemenfs have been previously
abandoned (as noted in 5/16/97 filing): . i t,,

Tnur'",
001814 Unnamed Spring (Strawberry Creek)
001821 Pitman Creek
001822 Snowslide Creek n .i - lj 0 f
001823 Adit 8 Creek 

'!' Jr

Following Statemenfs are being abandoned as
of this fiting: ,__fl.,ror/, 

',l, 

,f
007771 Mountain Home Creek
007781 Mill Creek (SAR)

0$ ? q 0,

Attachment 1

So. Calif. Edison Co. Supplemental Staternents of Water Diversion and Use
for

Report Cycle 2001-2002-2003

PIJM

i ,LM

)1 -0  
r

M



State of California, State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights, P.O. Box 2000, Sacramento, CA 95812-2000
Info: (916) 341-5300, FAX: (916) 341-5400, Web: http://rvww.rvaterrights.ca.gov

SUPPLEMENTAL STATEMENT OF WATER DIVERSION AND USE
Ifthe information below is inaccurate, please lrne itout in red and provrde current infornratlon.

Noti! this office rfownerslrip or address clranges occur during the conung year.

Please Conplete and Return lfhis Form by Augrust L, 2004.
*lf the mail recipient's name, address or phone No. is wrong or missing, please correct.

Os'rrer of ReCOrd: SOUTEERN CAIJTFORNIA EDISON COMPANY;

PRIMARY CONTACT OR AGENT FOR MAIL & REPORNNG:

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY
MANAGER HYDRO GENERATION DIVISION
PO BOX 800
ROSEMEAD, CA 91770

SOUTCE NAMEI NORTH FORK OF MIDDLE FORK TULE RIVER

TributaryTo: MIDDLE FORKTULE RIVER

County: Tulare

Diversion Within: NW1/4 of NE1/4 Section 26, T20S, R30E, MB&M

ililil

STATEMENT NO.: 5007772
CoNTACT PHONE NO.: (909)394-8718

rl
. : '

(: !r
>'4:" .
}j :r':

' *-! i-

c-ii:.
:;

Year of First Use: 1909 
"=

Parcef Numben 148-54-20-136005

| ililt ililt ilil ilil lllll lllil | I lllll lil | | lll lllil llil ll
0 0 7 7 7 ?%S% 2 0 0

200r.2002.2003

ililililt|
3

A

B.

Water is used under: Rroarian claim

Year of frrst use (Please provide if missing above)

M*d9[!+- Enter the amount (or the approxrmate amount) of water used each month

Amounts below are: Gallons Acre-feet V

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr Mav June Ju ly Auq Sept Oct Nov Dec
Total
Annua l

2001 1,,3q01,9t01,,10)-,I?0),)00 l , lo0 l ,0q 0 5qb V0o3oL lbA ql5 lLl!$1

2002 l ; lboE,DJOl,).10)',oqol , I l l t ] ,1  l0 l , l lo ttu5 5tt QEE- q5b qq4 npqa
2003 l , t8Dtr-1tu0?,t50I ,qq0 U

n D n 0' l5r/ 0 1,110l ,8bot lobo
Puroose of Use - Specify number of acres irrigatedl stock watered, persons served, etc.

f DomesticInigatron Stockwatering

Pre 1914 ngnt X Other,(explain),

Other (specify) $'t\e^et *..lC,< Q^ef.f=*.ltsrf Sfl.l

E. Chanoes in Method of Diversion - Describe any changes in your project since your previous statement was filed. (New pump, enlarged diversion
dam, location of diversion, etc.)

Please answer only those questions below which are applicable to your project

1. Conservation of water
a. Are you now employing water conservatron efforts? YES _ NO _

Describe any water conservation efforts you have rnitrated:

lf credit toward beneficial use of water under claimed pre 1 914 appropnative water right fo( water not used due to a conservation effort is
claimed under section 1011 of the lVater Code, please show the amounts of water conserved:

Reductions in Diversions:

yr_

Reductions in consumptrve use:

yt-'

(aflmg) yr_

(aflmg) yr_

(aflmg) yr_ (aflmg)

(aflmg)(aflmg) yq (rfr\I have data to support the above surface water use reductions due to conservation efforts. YES -

sr-suPPL (6-03)
n6 z2 05 Pti l

ae/vvg



2. Water qual i ty and wastewater reclamation : '  ' "  ' '

a. Are you now or have you been using reclaimed water from a wastewater treatment facrlrty, desalination facrlty or water polluted by waste to
a degree which unreasonably affects such water for other benefrcial uses? YES _ NO _

b. lf credit toward use under a claimed pre 1914 appropriative water rrght through substitution of reclarmed water, desahnated water or
pol luted water in l ieu of appropriated water rs clarmed under sectron 1010 of the Water Code, please show amounts of reduced diversiohs
and amounts of reclaimed water used:

yt- (aflmg) yr_ (aflmg) yr_ (aflmg)
I have data to support the above surface water use reductions due to wastewater reclamation. YES _ NO

Conjunctrve use of surface water and groundwater

a. Are you now using groundwater in lieu of surface water? YES _ NO _

b. lf credit toward use under a claimed pre 1914 appropriative right through substitution of groundwater in lieu of appropriated water is
claimed under section 101 1.5 of the Water Code, please show the amounts of groundwater used:

yt- (aflmg) yr_ (aflmg) yr_
I have data'to support the above surface water use reductions due to conjunctive use efforts

(aflmg)
YES NO

I understand that it may be necessary to document the water savings claimed in "F." above if credit under Water Code sections 101 0 and 101 1 is
sought in the future.

I declare that the information"in thiS' report is tiue to th6 best of my knowledge and belief.

California

SIGNATURE:

PRINTED NAME
(first name) (middle init .) ( last name)

COMPANY

.- lf there is insufficient space for your answers, please use the space provided below

coN-TTNUATTON

tlotr,: f hrs Eo,r.n0 orfud- [vtdzr S lo.mtrdt-l
No.l t  6D

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WATER RIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA

There are two principal types of surface water rights in California. They are riparian and appropriative rights.

A rioarian riqht enables an owner of land bordering a natural lake or stream to take and use water on hts rtpartan land. Rtpanan land must be iri
the same watershed as the water source and must never have been severed from the sources of supply by an interventng parcel without
reservation of the riparian right to the severed parcel. Generally, a ripanan water user must share the water supply with other riparian users.
Riparian rights may be used to divert the natural flow of a stream but may not be used to store water for later use or divert water which originatds in
a different watershed, water previously stored by others, return flows from use of groundwater, or other "foreign" water to the natural stream
system.

An approoriative riqht is required for use of water on nonriparian land and for storage of water. Generally, appropriative rights may be exercised
only when there is a surplus not nebded by riparian water users. Since 1914, new appropriators have been required to obtain a permit and license
from the State. Appropriate rights can be granted to waters "foreign" to the natural stream system.

Statements of Water Diversion and Use must be filed by riparian and pre 1914 appropriilive water users as set forth in Water Code section 5100
with specific exceptions. The filing of a statement (1) provides a record of water use, (2) enables the State to nohfy such users if someone
proposes a new appropriation upstream from their diversions, and (3) assists the State to determine if additional water is available for future
appropriators. I

The above discussion is provided for general information. For more specific information concerning water rights, please contact an attorney or .
write to this office. We have several pamphlets available. They include: (1) Statements of Water Dtversion and Use, (2) Information Pertaining to
Water Rights in California, and (3) Appropriation of Water in California.

"The energy challenge facing Caliornia is real. Every California needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.
For a list of simple ways you can reduce demand and cut your energy cosls, see our Web-site at http:/lwww.swrcb.ca.gov"

ITEM

sr-suPPL (6-03)



-s
Winston H. Hickox

Secretaryfor
Environmental

Protection 
JUL

State \r/ater Resources Contr^' Board
Division of Water Rights

901 P Street. Sacramento, Califomia 95814 . (916) 657-1971
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2000 . Sacramento, Califomia. 95812-2000

FAX (916) 657-1485 . Web Site Address: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov

2 I 1999

Mr. David W. Kay
S outhern California Edison
P.O. Box 800
Rosemead, Califomia 91770

Dear Mr. Kay:

REQUEST FOR SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION,
LOWER TULE zuVER HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT, FERC NO. 372

We received your letter dated July 7, 1999, requesting a Clean Water Act section 401
certification for the Lower Tule River Hydroeletric Project, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) license number 372. The letter was received by our office on July 13,
1999. The State Water Resources Control Board has one year from the date of receipt to act on
your request for a ceilification.

Within the State of California, the SWRCB has the authority to issue section 401 certifications
for hydroelectric facilities when they are obtaining a license from the FERC. The issuance of the
section 401 certification by the SWRCB is a discretionary action and the SWRCB will be
required to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources
Code $21000 et. seq.) before a water quality certifrcation can be issued. This may require
submission of a final environmental document that satisfies the requirements of the CEQA.

We will be unable to evaluate your request for certification until the information requested by
our letter dated November 12,1998, is submitted. Per you letter we expect that this information
will be submitted later this vear.

We look forward to working with you on the licensing of this project. If you have any questions,
or need additional information regarding this section 401 certification, you may contact me by
phone at (916) 657-1971, or e-mail at rkanz@waterriqhLs . swrcb. ca. qov.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGI\ED BY:

Russ J. Kar.z
Environmental Specialist
Division of Water Rights

cc: See nextpage.

Gray Davis
Governor



JUL 2 I 1999
Mr: David W. Kav

cc: David Boergers, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, DC 20426

Bert E. Van Voris
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
3443 Routier Road, Suite A
Sacramento, C A 9 5827 -3 09 8

bcc: Jim Canaday
Sharon Stohrer

RKANZ:lvalin7l28l99
a:\lower hrle 401 request



Pro jec t  No .  372 -008  -3 -

To help focus discussions,  I re wi l I  d ist r ibrr te a Scoping
Docunent (SDl)  out l in ing the subject  areas to be addressld in the
EA to the part ies on the connissionrs rnai l ing J. , ls t .  copies of
t he  SD l  a l so  w i l l  be  ava i l ab l e  a t  t he  scop ing  rnbe t i ngs . -

S i t e  v i s i t

.  The appl icant  and Connission staf f  wi I I  conduct  a project
s i te v is i t  to the Lower l 'u le project  on Tuesdtayr,  Apr i l  i?r- t ,999.
We wi l l  meet at  9:Oo eU at  the US Forest  Servia; ,  Tule River
Ranger Distr ic t ,  32588 Highvray 190,  Spr ingvi l le .  Cal i fornia.
Those who r . / ish to at tend should contact  , tohn f t .  f rwin,  909-39{_
a715  by  F r l . day ,  Ap r l l  23 ,  1999 .

obj  ect ives

.  At  the scoping rneet i .ngs,  the staf f  r . r i l t :  11) surnmarize the
environrnental  issues tentat ively ident i f ied for ,analysis in the
EA ,  ( 2 )  so l i c i t  f r on . t he  nee t i ng  pa r t i c i pan t s  a i I  av i i l ab l e
infornat ion,  especia l ly  quant i f iable data,  on t i re resources at
issue;  (3)  encourage statemenCs f rom experts anl t  the publ ic  on
issues that  should be ana).yzed in the EA, inc lu<l inq v iewpoints ln
oppos i t i on . t o ,  o r  i n  suppo i t  o f ,  t he  s ta i f , s  p re r i f , i n ; ; t - " i . " . ;
(4)  deternine the resource issues to be addressAa in th i  sa;  and
(5) ident i fy  those issues that  require a detai ted analysis,  as
wel l  as those issues that  do not  require a detai led ani lys is.

Procedures

The neet ings wi I I  be recorded by a stenographer and wi l l
become part of the fornal record of the Cornrnissibn proceeding on
the project .  fndiv iduals present ing statenents at  the rneet i igs
yi l f  19 asked to s ign in before the neet ing star ts and to c le i r ly
ident i fy  themselves for  the record.

Indiv iduals,  organizat ions,  and agencies wi th environnental
expert ise and concerns are encouraged to at tend, the neet inqs and
to  ass i s t  t he  s ta f f  i n  de f i n i ng  and  c l a r i f y i ng  t he  i s sues  i o  be
addressed in the EA.

Lin i . rood A.  watson,  Jr .
Acting Secretary
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGUI.,ATORY COMI,IISSION

NOTICE OF SCOPING }.,IEETINGS AND SITE VISIT
AND SOLICITING SCOPING COI,{}IENTS

(March 29,  t999)

Take not ice that  the fo l lowing hydroelectr . ic  appl icat ion has
been f i led r . r i th the conmission and is  avai lable for-publ ic
i nspec t i on :

a.  Type of  Appl icat ion:  Major  New License

b .  P r o j e c t  N o . 3  3 7 2 - O O a

c .  Da te  f i l ed3  June  12 ,  1998

d. Appl icant :  Southern Cal i fornia Edison Company

e. Narne of  Project :  Lower TuIe River Hydroelectr ic  project

f .  Locat ion:  On the North and South Forks of  the Middle Fork
TuIe River in Tulare County,  Cal i fornia,  part ia l ly  wi th in the
boundar ies of  the Sequoia Nat ional  Forest .

S .  F i l ed  Pu rsuan t  t o :  Fede ra l  power  Ac t  16  USC SS79 t (a )  -
8 2 s  ( r )  .

h.  Appl icant  Contact :  Mr.  Wesley l , toody,  Southern Cal i fornia
Edison Conpany,  2244 Walnut  crove Avenue, p.O. Dox 800,  Rosenead,
cA  9 I7 ' tO ,  ( 626 )  302 -1564 .

i .  FERC Con tac t :  Nan  A I I en ,  Nan .A l l en€ fe r c . f ed .us ,
2 0 2 - 2 L 9 - 2 9 3 a .

j .  Deadl ine for  f i l ing scoping cornlnents:  Vtay 2i ,  L9gg.

AII  docunents (or ig inal  and eight  copies)  should be f i led
l r i th:  David P.  Boergers,  Secretary,  Federal  Energy Regulatory
Commiss ion ,  888  F i r s t  S t ree t ,  NE ,  Wash ing ton ,  DC  20426 .

The commissionrs Rules of  pract ice and procedure require a l l
in tervenors f i l ing docurnents wi th the Conrnission to serv6 a copy
of  that  docunent on each person whose name appears on the
of f ic ia l  serv ice l is t  for  the project .  Further,  i f  an intervenor
f i les comrnents or  documents wi th the Comnission re lat ing to the
ner i ts  of  an issue that  may af fect  the responsibi l i t ies of  a
part icular  resource agency,  they tnust  a lso serve a copy of  the
document on that  resource agency.

P ro j ec t  No .  372 -008  -2 -

k,  Status of  environmental  analysis:  This appl icat ion is  not
ready for  environrne: ta l  analysis at  th is t ime.

l .  Descr ipt ion of  the Project :  The exist ing project  consists
o f :  ( 1 )  a  15 - f oo t -h i qh ,  conc re te  damt  ( 2 )  a  s - f oo t -h i gh ,  r ubb le
nason ry  aan ;  ( 3 )  a  31 ,802 - f oo t - I on9  f l ow  I i ne ;  ( 4 )  a  2 ,815 - f oo t -
l ong  s tee l  pens tock ;  ( 5 )  a  3 .37  ac re - f oo t  f o rebay ,  ( 6 )  a
powerhouse containinq two turbine-generator units r,rith a total
i ns ta l l ed  capac i t y  o f  2 ,52o  k i l owa t t s  ( kw ) , '  and  (7 ,  a  2 ,352 - f oo t -
I ong  t a i l r ace .

n.  Locat ions of  the appl icat ion:  A copy of  the appl icat ion is
avai lable for  inspect ion or  reproduct ion at  the Comnissionrs
Pubt ic Reference Room, Iocated at  888 First  Street ,  NE, Room 2A,
wash ing ton ,  D . c .  20426 ,  o r  by  ca l l i ng  ( 2o2 ] ,  208 -1371 .  Th i s
f i l ing may be v iewed on ht tp: / /1. /w1t .  ferc.  fed.uslonl ine/r ims.htrn
( ca IL  2o2 -2oa -2222  f o r  ass i s t ance ) .  A  copy  i s  a l so  ava i l ab l e  f o r
inspect ion and reproduct ion at  the address in i tern h above.

n.  Scoping Process

The conmission intends to prepare an Environnental
Assessrnent (EA) on the project  in accordance wi th the Nat ional
Environmental  PoI icy Act .  The EA wi I I  consider both s i te-
speci f ic  and cunulaEive environmental  inpacts and reasonable
al ternat ives to the proposed act ion.

Scoping Meet ings

The Connission wi l l  hold scoping rneet ings,  one in the
dayt i rne and one in the evening,  to help us ident i fy  the scope of
issues to be addressed in the EA.

The daytirfle scoping neeting vtill focus on resource agency
concerns,  whi le the evening scoping neet ing is  pr inar i ly  for
publ ic  input .  AI I  interested indiv idua)-s,  organizat ions,  and
agencies are invi ted to at tend one or  both of  the rneet ings,  and
to assist  the staf f  in ident i fy ing the scope of  the environmental
issues that  should be analyzed in the EA. The t imes and
locat ions of  these rneet ings are as fo l lot rs:

Daytine liteeting

Tuesday ,  Ap r i l  27 ,  1999
1: O0 Pl t
spr ingvi l le  veterans

t tenor ia l  Bui ld ing
359/t {  l l ighway 190
Spr ingrv i t le,  cal i fornia

Evening l{eeting

Tuesday ,  Ap r i l  2? .  1999
7 :00 Pl{
Spr ingvi l le  V€terans

l.{enorial Bullding
35944 l t ighrray 19o
Spr ingvi l le ,  cal i fornia
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-2605
Sacramento, California 95825

December 22,1999

Mr. Wesley C. Moody
General Manager
S outhern California Edison
300 N. Lone Hill Ave
San Dimas,CA91773

Lower Tule River Hydroelecftic Project, Porterville, CA, FERC No. 372,
Review of Draft Technical IFIM Report

Dear Mr. Moody:

This responds to the Southern Califomia Edison Company (Edison) request for Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) review of your draft technical Instream Flow Incremental Methodology (IFIM)
Report (Report) for the lower Tule River Project @roject). This Report was prepared in response
to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's (FERC) September 28,1999, Additional
Information Request for this Project. We offer the foltowing comments for your consideration.
These comments are based on the Service's participation in the relicensing of this project since
1996, including study planning, analysis of data, and'review of reports previously completed for
this project.

General Comments

The Service has been involved with development of the aquatic resource and other studies since
initiation of the First Stage Consultation. Our staffhave participated in meetings and site visits
to plan the scope and methodologies of the instream flow studies. We have offered advice and
guidance to ensure satisfactory application of the IFIM, and to ensure that we had suffrcient
information to develop any recornmendations, terms and conditions, or prescriptions that may be
necessary for the protection and conservation of fish and wildlife resources. Although we have
not always been able to reach agreement with Edison's biologicql staffon.some of the methods,
we have worked in cooperative manner and believe that substantial information has been
gathered that will assist us in our biological determinations.

We have described to Edison's consultants (Entrix) the Service's goal to ensure biological
diversity and environmental sustainability for the lower Tule River. We plan to employ an
ecosystem approach for protection and conservation of fish and wildlife resources. This requires
ensuring that function, structure, and species composition of the lower Tule River ecosystem are
protected while providing for its sustainable socioeconomic use. We expect to make use of a
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3 Do7 772

IN REPLY REFERTO:



2

variety of chemical, physical and biological data to determine the rireasures necessary to
accomplish our goal. We expect to base our instream flow recommendations on information
available on a variety of ecosystem processes, functions, components, and attributes including
channel maintenance, sediment transport, water temperature, water.quality, wetlands, riparian
habitat, hyporheic conditions, fish habitat, fish passage and nutrient transport and others. Our
instream flow recommendations will be crafted to satisfu their requirements.

The results of the instream flow studies will help us address the level of flow necessary to
maintain some desired level of fish habitat for species of interest and may be sufficient to address
any fish passage issues. The flows necessary to maintain fish ha,pitat do not necessarily address
the other ecosystem components of interest to the Service.

Specific Comment

Page l- 4. The last sentence states the "native fish assemblage is in good condition" in the lower
segment. No evidence, such as Index of Biotic Integrity scores, is presented to support this
claim. The presence of introduced species in the lower reach is evidence that the native fish
assemblage is not in good condition. Refer to Miller et. aI.1988, regional applications of an
index of biotic integnty for use in water resource management in Fisheriesl3 (5):12-20.

Page 2-1. The report on page 2-l is not clear whether the transect weighting of the PHABSIM
modeling was based on the distribution of mesohabitat types in the upper segment or on the
dis{ribution of mesohabitat types in the entire bypass reach. The most appropriate choice would
be to base the transect weighting on the distribution of mesohabitat types in the upper segment,
since this is the segment that is being rnanaged for trout.

Page2-6. The report states that the location of some transects w?re moved. We are concerned
thai the moved transects might not be representative of the mesohabitat units. To allow us to
evaluate this, the report needs to include a photo of each modeled rhesohabitat unit showing the
location of both the original and moved transect.

Page2-7. You should identifr what the surveying benchmarks were, giving the same type of
description as is given for the headstakes

Page 2-8. The report does not adequately justifi why the velocity measurements were made at
the middle flow for nine of the 24 transects. The report needs to specifu how many transects
were sampled at the middle flow for safety reasons, and how many were for logistical reasons.
In addition, the logistical reasons need to be identified so that we can evaluate whether these
reasons justified sampling at the middle flow. For the transects sampled at the middle flow, edge
cell velocity measurements should have been made at the high flow to use in computing
Manning's n values for these cells. If this data was not collected;.additional field work should be
performid to collect edge cell velocities. You should speciff what,other items were considered'
as cover in addition to overhead, insteam boulder and rootwads.
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Page2-9. While the high target calibration flow was supposed to be 60 to 80 cfs (page 5-2), the
actual high calibration flow was 52 to 53 cfs. The report should discuss why the high calibration
flow was less than targeted. If a high calibration flow of 60 to 80 cfs could have been achieved
by'reducing diversions, the actual high calibration flow is inadequate and additional field work
should be performed to collect water surface elevations at 60 to 80 cfs. Regardless of the above,
flows should have been simulated up to 130 cfs (2.5 x 52), rather than only up to 100 cfs.

The report needs to identiff which method (IFG4, MANSQ or WSP) was used for each transect
to simulate water surface elevations. We are not aware of any potential limitations of the energy-
balancing approach (we take this to mean MANSQ and WSP), as stated on page 2-9. MANSQ
should work on transects where the water surface elevation is controlled by conditions at the
transect (typically in riffles and runs), while WSP should work on transects where the water
surface elevation is controlled by downstream conditions (typically in pools and glides). The
report needs to speciS the following so that we can evaluate the adequacy of the water surface
elevation calibration: l) the method used; 2) the calibration flows used; 3) parameter values used
in the calibration; 4) for IFG4, the numeric values of the beta coefficient, percent mean error of
flow, and percent difference in calculated versus given discharge for each calibration discharge;
and 5) the numeric value for each calibration flow of the difference between the measured and
simulated water surface elevation. We had previously provided Edison's consultant one of our
reports showing an example of what needs to be documented for water surface elevation
calibrations.

Page2-11. The report states that the maximum roughness coeffrcient was 0.8. This maximum
should not have been applied in circumstances where high edge-cell roughness values appeared
to be reasonable estimates due to large substrate types, upskeam velocity breaks or downstream
controls. In these circumstances, roughness coefficients may well be greater than 0.8 even at
high flows.

Page2-12. The report should state that VAF values should rise from a value of betwebn 0.2 and
l.0l Several transects (Lower Tule Transects 8, 9 and 12 and Uppef Tule Transects 3, 4, 5,7 and
8) had VAFs at low flows of less than 0.2. This indicates that the model exceeded its lower
extrapolation limit. A second velocity set should be collected at a lower flow for these transects.
The second velocity set should be used to simulate a low range of flows (up to approximately l0
to l'2 cfs), while the original velocity set should be used to simulate flows greater than l0 to 12
cfs.

The report states that only 20 adult and 50 juvenile fish were observed in a 1,760-foot-reach for
pu{poses of transferability testing. Additional sampling is needed in the remainder of the upper
segment until a total of 55 observations of adult and 55 observations ofjuvenile fish have been
made. Afterwards, the transferability tests in Thomas and Bovee (1993) (the chi-squared tests of
optimum versus useable and suitable versus unsuitable habitat) should be performed. The report
does not give the results of these statistical tests.'
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It does not appear that the adjacent velocity criteria for adult rainbow trout that we supplied were
used to simulate habitat for this species/life stage. The specific criteria we supplied were 3 feet
for the search distance, 0.5 feeVsec for the initial velocity and 1.5 feet/sec for the limiting
velocity. The adjacent velocity criteria should be used to simulate habitat for adult rainbow trout.
In addition, adjacent velocity criteria should be used to simulate habitat for juvenile rainbow
trout. We are in the process of acquiring a dataset for developing such criteria and will provide
them to Edison once we have completed criteria development.

Pages 4-2 and 4-3. We disagree with the conclusions reached that the existing minimum flow'
conditions are appropriate. Based on the relative numbers of adult and juvenile rainbow trout,
we' elieve that, with regards to physical habitat, adult (rearing and spawning) is the limiting life
stage (rather than fry or juvenile). Further, due to the uncertainties in instream flow habitat
modeling, and taking the conservative position that it is better to err with too high flows rather
than too low flows, we believe that the flow with the maximum WUA is the most appropriate
instream flow. In this regard, it should be noted that the flow with the maximum WUA is
probably biased low using the Studley/Spina cover criteria" because it lumps all cover types
together. Our experience has shown that woody rnaterial (typically found on the sheam margins)
, is preferred by trout relative to boulders. Higher cover suitability on the stream margins tends to
incqease the flow with the maximum WUA. Although we recognizethatthere is a limited
amount of woody cover along the lower Tule River, the amount that is present would still result
in the above bias.

One important source ofuncertainty in using PHABSIM is the accuracy of its simulation of
velocities, relative to two-dimensional habitat modeling. Advantages of two-dimensional
habitat modeling, versus PHABSIM, include: l) More accurately models depths and velocities
over a range of flows than PHABSIM because takes into account upstream and downstream bed
topggraphy and bed roughness, and explicitly uses mechanistic processes (conservation of m'ass
and momentum), rather than Manning's n and velocity adjustnient factor; 2) Can explicitly
handle complex habitats, including transverse flows, across-channel variation in water surface
elevations and flow contractions/expansions; 3) Avoids problems with selecting transect
locations within a mesohabitat unit, since the entire rnesohabitat unit is modeled; 4) The model
scale is small enough to correspond to the scale of microhabitat use data. Depths and velocities
are produced on a continuous basis, rather than in discrete cells; 5) Does a better job of
representing patchy microhabitat features, such as gravel patches or cover. Data can be collected
with a stratified sampling scheme, with higher intensity sampling in areas with more complex or
more quickly spatially varying microhabitat features, and lower intqnsity sampling in areas with
uniformly varying bed topography and uniform substrate and cover; 6) Most of the data (bed
topography and substrate/cover mapping) can be collected at a very low flow. The only data that
would need to be collected at a high flow would be water surface el'evations at the top and
bottom of the site, the flow and some edge velocities for validation pu{poses. Only limited
velocity data is required (only for validation purposes); and 7) Altemative habitat suitability
criteria, such as measures of habitat diversity, can be used.
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The report needs to provide for each transect, the average, standard deviation, and maximum of
the measured velocities and of the simulated velocities at the lowest sirnulated flow, the velocity
set flow and the highest simulated flow. In addition, the report needs to provide for each
transect: 1) the average of the absolute values.of the differences between the simulated and
measured velocities; 2) the sum of the difference bptween the sirnulated and measured velocities;
and 3) the morimum of the absolute values of the differences between the simulated and
measured velocities. We had previously provided Edison's consultant one of our reports
showing an example of what needs to be documented for velocity calibrations.

Appendix B. You should include a graph for each benchmark that plots the simulated water
surface elevation versus flow for all'of the transects with that benchmark to ensure ihat water is
not flowing uphill for any portion of the simulated flows. The report is missing the calibration
water surface elevation and velocity profiles for the Upper Tule R.iver Transects.

If you have any questions about these comments, please contact Gary Taylor of my staff at
(etp) 414-6s8s.

Sincerely,

v
1-**V*,)

Dale A. Pierce
Acting Field Supervisor

ARD-KCE, FWS, Portland, OR
Dir., CDFG, Sacramento, CA
R.eg. Mgr., CDFG, Reg.IV, Fresno, CA
SWRCB, Sacramento, CA
Entrix, Walnut Creek, CA
USFS, Porterville, CA
FERC, San Francisco, CA
FERC, Washington D.C.
C. Dorning, SFWO
E. Ballard, SFWO





State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights

901 P Street . Sacramento, Califomia 95814 . (916) 657-1971
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2000 . Sacramento, Califomia. 95812-2000

FAX (916) 657-1485 . Web Site Address: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov

JUL 2 I 1999
Mr. David W. Kay
S outhern California Edison
P.O. Box 800
Rosemead, Califomia 9 17 7 0

Dear Mr. Kay:

REQUEST FOR SECTION 4OI WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION,
LOWER TULE 

\[VER 
HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT, FERC NO. 372

We received your letter dated July 7, 1999, requesting a Clean Water Act section 401
certification for the Lower Tule River Hydroeletric Project, Federal Fnergy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) license nurnber 372. Theletter was received by our offrce on July 13,
1999. The State Water Resources Control Board has one year from ihe date of receipt to act on
your request for a certification.

Within the State of California, the SWRCB has the authority to issue section 401 certifications'
for hydroelectric facilities when they are obtaining a license from the FERC. The issuance of the
section 401 certification by the SWRCB is a discretionary action ar-rd the SWRCB will be
required to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resowces
Code $21000 et. seq.) before a water quality certification can be issued. This may require
submission of a final environmental document that satisfies the requirements of the CEQA.

We will be unable to evaluate your request for certification until the information requested by
our letter dated November 12, 1998, is submitted. Per you letter we expect that this information
will,be submitted later this year.

We look filrward to working with you on the licensing of this project. If you have any questions,
or need additional information regarding this section 401 certification, you may contact me by
phone at (916) 657-1971, or e-mail at rkanz@waterriqht s . swrcb. ca. qow.

Sincerely,

ORiGIINAL SIGNED BY:

Russ J. Kanz
Environmental Specialist
Division of Water Rights

cc: See next page.

.fu,
?V
Winston H. Hickox

Secretaryfor -

Environmental,.
Protection

v v\_/

n17^@g, '  \@z

Gray Davis
Govemor



JUL 2 I 1999Mr. David W. Kay

bcc: Jim Canaday
Sharon Stohrer

David Boergers, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, N.E.
Washington, DC 20426

Bert E. Van Voris
Cenhal Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
3443 Routier Road, Suite A
Sacramento, C A 9 5827-3 098
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July 7, 1999

Mr. Walt Pettit, Executive Director
State Water Resources Control Board
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Dear Mr. Pettit:

SUBJECT: REQUEST F9R SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION -
LOWER TULE RIVER HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT
FERC PROJECT NO. 372

By letter dated May 5, 1999, Southern California Edison Company (SCE) withdrew its
previous request for Water Quality Certification for its Lower Tule River Hydroelectric
Project (FERC Project No. 372). SCE hereby resubmits that request for certification.

Enclosed is a filing fee in the amount of $200.00. Our previous certification request included
a copy of the FERC license application, which contained a comprehensive environmental study
as Exhibit E. Those documents are therefore rtot included with this submittal.

By letter dated Novernber 12, L998, Ms. Katherine Mrowka of your staff requested additional
information to facilitate your review of the original certification request for this project. Per
our previous discussions, SCE will be able to provide the requested information later this year.

Flease call me at (626) 302-2149 if you have any questions.

Sincerely.
,a) -

bJ/u/1.-Y
DAVID W. KAY, D. Env.2
Senior Environmental Specialist

cc: ' Mr. Jim Canaday, State Water Resources Control Board
Mr. Bert E. Van Voris, Central Valley Regional Board

P. O. Box 800
2244Walrr.fi Grove Ave.
Rosemead, CA9l77O
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224! Walnut Grove Avenue
Rosemead, California 9 1 770

FAX (626) 302-97s0

Date:

Company:

Message:
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May 5, 1999

Ms. Katherine Mrowka
State Water Resources Control Board
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Dear Ms. Mrowka:

SUBJECT: wITHDRAWAL OF REQUEST FOR SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY
CERTIFICATION - LOWER TULE RIVER HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT
FERC PROJECT NO. 372

By letter dated June 9, 199E (atuched), Southern California Edison Company (SCE) requested

Water Quatity Certificatiou for its Lower Tule River Hydroelectric Project (FERC Project No-

372), pursuanr to 23 CCR Article 4 and 33 USC 1341. Effective May 26, 1999, SCE hereby

withdraws that request for certification.

Per my discussions with your staff, SCE will not be able to provide all of the information

,"gu"rt.d by your letter dated November LZ, 1998 (attached) prior to expiration of the one-

yeir time clock applicable to certification requests. We therefore intend to reapply for

certification following our withdrawal of the original request. We will provide you with the

information requested in your November LZ, l99E letter as it becomes available later this year'

Please call me at (626) 302-2t49 if you have any questions'

Sincerely,

QJury
DAVID W. KAY, D,EV.
Senior Environmental Specialist

!. O. Box 800
2244 Walnut Grovc Ave.
Rossrnead, Cz\ 91770
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Dr. David W. Kay
Southern California
P.O. Box 800
Rosemead, CA 91770

Dear Dr. Kay:

REQUEST FOR WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION _ RELICENSING OF LOWER TULE
RIVER HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT - FERC PROJECT NO. 372

By letter dated June 9, 1998, the Southern Califomia Edison Company (SCE) filed a request for
water quality certification for the new FERC license for the Lower Tule River Hydroelectric
Project - FERC Project No. 372. The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) received
the request for certification on June 17, 1998. A one-year time clock for the SWRCts to take
action on your request for water quality certification began on June 17, 1998.

The SWRCB is the State agency that acts upon requests for water quality certification under
section 401 of the Clean Water Act. The SWRCB will evaluate the project as to its consistency
with State water quality standards and the protection of existing beneficial uses of water. The
water quality certification decision may be subject to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). Before the SWRCB can act affirmatively on a request for water quality certification, a
final environmental document that satisfies the requirements of the,California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA) should be prepared for the project. The final environmental document must

evaluate the impacts of the project on water quality and existing beneficial uses of water and
identi$, appropriate mitigation measures to protect water quality and existing and potential

beneficial uses of water.

Ifno new project facilities are constructed and the relicensure does not qualify as a "project"

under CEQA regulations, the SWRCB may utilize the federal environmental document and
licensing materials to determine the appropriate conditions for certification.

By order dated October 29,1998, FERC informed SCE that it is requiring preparation of a

site-specific IFIM study and information relative to riparian diversions in the bypass flow reach,

and correlation of the water temperature records with average daily flows for the period of
record. This information is also needed for certification purposes. Accordingly, the final results

of these studies should be available a minimum of three months prior to preparation of a

401 Certification. This will provide an opportunity to review the study results, consult with the

Regional Water Quality Control Board and others, and develop appropriate water quality
mitigation terms.

C alifo r n ia E nv iro nme ntal P ro tectio n A g e ncy

Recycled Paper
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D.r. David W. Kay t{Ov 1 2 1998

The October 29 FERC order also requested SCE to provide information on whether there have
been any studies to increase the capacity of the plant. A response to this issue is also needed to
determine what CEQA requirements may exist. Accordingly, please provide a copy of your
response to this issue to the SWRCB.

The SWRCB staff will forward a recommendation to the Executive Director of the SWRCB that
the request for cer'tification should be denied without prejudice if the materials necessary for
certification are not available by April 9,1999. The required materials include the information
necessary to determine potential impacts on water quality and appropriate mitigation measures,,
including a final CEQA document if one is necessary.

It is advised that that you contact the SWRCB's FERC 401 Coordinator for environmental
matters regarding the process and requirements for water quality certification. Mr. Jim Canaday
can be contacted at (916) 657-2208. For all other matters pertaining to this certification, I can be
contacted at (916) 657-1951.

Sincerely,

O :R lG lNA.L  S lG i ' lED  BY
Katherine Mrowka
401 Coordinator

cc: Ms. Carol L. Sampson
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 I't Street NE
Washington, DC 20426

Mr. John Noonan
Regional Water Quality Control Board,
Tulare Lake Basin

3614 E. Ashlan Avenue
Fresno, CA 93726

bcc: MF, JCC, AHS

C alifo r n ia E nv iro n me ntal P ro tect io n Ag e n cy
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNTA

EDISON
An f, DISON f N7 [RNA?]ONAL* Conroanv

June 9, 1998

Executive Off,rcer
California Regional Water Quality

Control Board, Cenral Valley Region
36X4 East Ashlan Avenue
Fresno,'CA 93726

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION -
RELICENSING OF LOWER TULE RIVER HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT.
FERC PROJECT NO. 372

Pursuant to 23 CCR Article 4, Chapter 28 and 33 USC 1341, Souihern California Edison (SCE)
requests Water Quality Certification under Section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act for relicensing of the existing l,ower Tule River hydroelectric project. The project currently
operates under Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) License No. 372.

Enclosed is a filing fee in the amount of $200.00. Also 
"ndo."d 

is a copy of the Application for
New License submitted to FERC. A comprehensive environrnental study of the project can be
found in Exhibit E of the enclosed application.

Based on historical and recent water quality data, the Report on Water Use and Quality within
Exhibit E concludes that all applicable Basin Plan water quality objectives are maintained within
the waters affected by the Lower Tule River project and that project operation is fully protective
of all benefrcial uses identifred in the Basin Plan. SCE therefore requests that the Regional
Board issue an unconditional Water Quality Certification or waiver thereof for the project.

Please call me at (626) 302-2149 if you should have any questiond regarding the subject project.

Sincerely,

O*an /
DR. DAVID W. KAY
Senior Environmental Specialist

Enclosures

cc (w/o encl.): Mr. Jim Canaday, State Water Resources Control Board

P. O. Box 800
2244Walnut Grove Ave.
Rosemead, CA 91770



UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY REGUI,ATORY COI,tr{ISSION

Pro jec t  No .  372 -006 - 2 -

Southern Cal i fornia Edison
Cornpany

)  P ro j ec t  No .  372 -006
)

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The MoA incl-udes provisions to docunent the entire water
conveyance systen at  the project  to HAER stahdards.  This
docurnentat ion wiLl  not  only serve to n i t igate the adverse ef fects
fron the f i re and the replacement of  a poi t ion of  the f lune t i th
the inverted s iphon, but  is  a proact ive neasure to address the
af fects of  potent ia l  future f i res or  other natural  d isasters.
The Comnission staff concludes the docurnentation is rnore than
adequate to protect the district. The MOA should be approved and
incorporated into the I icense.

The Director  orders:

(A) The Mehorandun of  Agreement (MoA),  f i led on
Novenber 28,  L997, and executed on Decernber 5,  L997, is  approvert
and rnade part  of  the l icense.

(B) The l icensee shal l  conplete the provis ions of  the MOA
with in 6 months of  the date of  th is order,  and f i le  wi th the
Commission,  documentat ion of  i ts  subnission to the Nat ional  park
Service wi th in 3o days af ter  th is date.

(C) This order const i tutes f inal  agency act ion.  Reguests
for  rehear ing by the connission may be f i led wi th in 30 dJys of
the date of  issuance of  th is order,  pursuant to 19 C.F.R.
s  3 8 5 . 7 r 3 .

ORDER AI,TENDTNG LICENSE
(  I ssued  December  3 I ,  1997  )

_9!  
N9"" \b:r  29,  1997, Southern Cat i fornia Edison conpany,

I icensee for  the Lower,Tule River project ,  FERC No. 372,  
' t i f ;a 

a
request to arnend its Iicense to incorporate a Menoranduln oi
Agreenent (UOA). The tfOA would address protection of historic
resources at  the project .  The l icensee proposes to replace a
burned sect ion of  a f lurne l r i th an inver led-s iphon. fhe
cornnission staff deterrnined this action wourd have an adverse
ef fect  on the histor ic  aspects of  the project .  The MoA is neeaea
to mit igate th is adverse Lf fect .  tne project  i "  f " "a i"a-o"- ' i t "
Tule River in Tuluare county,  Cal i fornia.

BACXGROUND

,In.1ate Septenber L997, a forest  f i re burned approxinately
600 feet of a wooden flurne Iocated in a narro!, ravinL above an
area known as cof fee canp. This f rume is part  of  the Ture River
Hydroelectr ic  Project  Histor ic  Distr ic t  which is  e l ig ib le for
l is t ing in the Nat ional  Register  of  Histor ic  p laces.  The
cornbinat ion.  f lune/concrete- t ined canar water conveyance systern is
a contr ibut ing elenent to the dist r ic t .

PROVISIONS OF THE I'1OA

The l tOA states the l icensee wi t l  docunent the remainder of
the. f lune (approxirnately n ine rn i les)  to Histor ic  American
Engineer ing Record (HAER) standards.  This docunentat ion wir l  be
prepared in consul tat ion wi th the Nat ional  park Service.  The
docurnentat ion wir l  be conpleted wi th in 6 months of  the issuance
of th is order,  but  vr i l r  not  precrude the r icensee f ron compret ing
the needed repair  hrork on the burned sect ion of  the f lune.^

CONSULTATION

The licensee prepared the ttOA in consultation with the
Cal i fornia State Histor ic  preserwat ion Off- icef  (gHpo) and the
Advisory councir  on Histo l ic  preservat ior i  icouncir l .  rn a i " t t " .
dated Novernber 25r 199?, the Comrnission staf f  forqrarded the MOA
to the SHPO and Council for signature. The MOA was executed on
Decenber 5,  L997 by the Counci l ,s  s ignature.

, /  "' t |  
\

' * / ' / r t ' t , ,Qn  )  I  )  L , . ' , ' t '  / r t - - ./
Kevin P.  Madden
Act ing Director
Off ice of  Hydropoi . rer  L icensing
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,1I 1{f fILEASE EOMPTETq'SUBMITTHE*ORIGINAI AND 'MAKE A COPY.FOFYOUR"RECORf,I$:TTT"-

SUPPLEMENTAL

STATE WATER RESOURCES COI.ITROL BOARD
DIVISION OF WATER RIGHTS

P.O. BOX 2000 SACRAMENTO, CA 95812-?000

STATEMENT OF WATER DIVERSION AND USE

STATEMENT NO: S007772
OW!.IER'OF RECORD: SOUIHERN CAIIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY
P O BOX 800
ROSEMEAD, CA 91-770

SOURCE: NORTH FORK OF MIDDLE FORK TULE RMR
TRIBUTARY TO: MIDDLE FORK TULE RIVER
COIINTY: TULARE
DI\IERSION

WITHIN :  NW% OF NE% SECTION 25 . ,  T20S , ,R308 ,  MDB&M.
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TEIJEPHONE NIIMBER:
( 8 1 8 )  3 0 2 - 8 9 4 t s 7
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( ' ' i  " :

l l  '  ;  *

; .  , l

, ,  ,  . : ' ;

A.

B.

c.

\ '
L992

1 9  9 3

19 94

Year of first use (Please provide if missing above)

Amount ol Use - Enter the Amourit bf Water used each month. lf monthly and annual use are not known,
check the months in w.hic.f.t Waler was used. .. ,, r: . , .,

Amounts below are:, O Gallons :, , " EAcre'feet O (other)

D. Purpose of Use - Specify number of acres irrigated, stock watered, persons served, etc.

Inigation :Domestic
Othbr(specify)

*I* CONTINUE ON BACK PAGE *I*
rysas,1 (r/t5)

YEAR OF FIRST USE: 1909
PARCEL NO:

(lf any of the above information is inaccurate or missing, please correct. Notify this office if ownership or
address changes occur during the coming year.)

COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM BY JULV 1, 1995

Water is used under: Riparian claim , ; Pre 1914 right X ; Other (explain)

1,94o l , 1 l O Z,oto 7,O. r.8q6 Qaq c92 z26 13 3 GU* L.\?6 r2.960

z,oqo 1,9702.ogc2,1902,3702,tsot,870 I,Z3O 54,8 377 t.tfi 1,000 t9,5b

1,500 l,9lo Z)rP 2,1202J50 1,G90c7g 4t5 ,05 s5 t,//401,490lf,folO

acres; stockwatering
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".. PLEASE GOMPLETE, SUBMIT^THE ORIGINAI AND MAKE A COPY FOR YOUR RECORDS "'

E. Changes in Method of Diversion - Describe any changes in your project since your previous statemeii
was filed. (New pump, enlarged diversion dam, location of diversion, etc.)

lf part of the water listed in Part C consists of reclaimed or polluted water, please indicate the annual
amounts of reclaimed or polluted water in the space below. I

F.

DATED: Ml-, l?^

rat the inlormation in this report is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. I

, 19 1? , at RsseoaE*b , Catiforni!

I declare under penalty of periury that the inlormation in this report is true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

srcNAruRe, F=--tJUWl.Ma-
PRINTED NAME: M*r'lre..,
COMPANY NAME:

-Nc'/e: This .?me wter a../so te-rtor/cc/ utt-/c-r -Sz?.p./aor.ny'-L
S{aleca e-"-/ zy'o. 77 gO-

GENERAL INFORMATION PERTAINING TO WATER RIGHTS IN CALIFORNIA

There ars two principal t1ryes of surface water rights in California. They are riparian and appropriative rights.
I

A rioarian right enables an owner of land bordering a natural lake or stream to take and use waler on his riparian land,.
Riparian land must be in the same walershed as the water source and musi never have been severed from the sourcbs
of supply by an intervening parcel without reservation of the riparian right to the severed parcel. Generally, a riparianl
water user musl share the water supply with other riparian users. Riparian rights may be used to divert the natural flQw
of a stream but may not be used to store water lor later use or to divert water which originates in a different watershed,
or return flows from use ol groundwater.

An appropriate right is required lor use ol waler on nonriparian land and lor storage of water. Generally, appropriativ{
rights may be exercised only when there is a surplus not needed by riparian water users. Since 1914 new appropriators
have been required to obtain a permit and license from the State. lr

Statements ol Water Diversion and Use must be filed by riparian and pre-1914 appropriative water users. The filing df a
statement (1) provides a record of water use, (2) enables the State to notity such users if someone propos€s a n€w I
appropriation upstream from their diversion, and (3) assists the State to determine if addilional water is available for I
future approprialors. 

i
The above discussion is provided lor general information. For more specific inlormation conceming water rights, ptea,be
conlact an attomey or wrile to this oflice. We have several pamphlets available. They include:

"Statemenls of Water Diversion and Use"
'lnformation Portaining to Water Rights in CAlifomia'
nVater Rights lor StockponG Constructed Prior lo 1969'
'Appropriation of Water in Califomial .

wn qbr trnst
FOB0r27R3



STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARI)
DWISION OT' WATTR RIGHTS

P.O. BOX2000
SACRAMENTO, CA 95812-2000

STAIEMENT OF WAI:ER DT1IERSION AI\ID USE
INTOR]I{ATION SHEET

,7772
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Statement No.

Property Owner

Facilities Owner

Point of Use

;:j {il
Forest S erviCe-arc! L S os*$ _<-z n *C, oJ i f o. n i o E Ai s".,* d"

So. Calif. Edison Co.
Hydro Generation Division
P.O. Box 800
Rosemead, CA 91770

General Locatlon

Point of Diversion

Point of Use Tule- {2 t v e.r Po^t e.r lqo,u se

ParcelNumber(s) Map Na Parcel Na Cob Na

Point of Diversion t. l4g -s4-we 2o '13(@ oos usFs

2.

3.

t. ,tqe-sa-++ n 3 f4 rca oo a 5gp
2.

3.

4.

5.

0.

7.

8.
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potent ia l  to be cumulat ively af fected by the cont inued opera-t ion
of  Edison'a project .  ln comblnat lon wiEh other act . iv ic . iee ln) l the
area.  Baaed on our prel imlnary review of  Edison,a appl icat ion, '
l lmlEed ecope of  the project ,  Iack of  propoeed change! ln p io ject
operaEion,  werve det ,ermlned that  there would be no cumulaci ' ie-  I

the proJect  power wJ. th foeal l - fueled-generat lon.

4.3 No Act lon

Under the no-act ion al ternat l -ve,  the projecE would cont . i tnue
to operate under the terms and condl t ions of  Ehe exist ing |  

'

l lcenee, and no new envlronmental  proEect lon,  mi t , igat ion,  or  I
enhancenent measurea would be lmplemented. The no-act.ion !
alternat.lve ie the benchmark froir which qre compare the propoded
acE. lon and any act lon al ternaElve,  l

I
4.4 Al ternat lv€s Consld€r€d But El lDr lnated f rom oetal led Str idy,

\
At preaenE, we are propoeing to e l iminaEe the fo l lowingl

a l ternatLves f rom detsaLled eEudy in the EA. 
I

4.11.1 Fadorel gov€rDnont Takoovar It
we do not  con8ider federal  Eakeover to be a reaeonable I

a l ternat ive.  Federal  takeover of  the project  would require r l

congreealonal approval. vfhlle that fact alone would not, prec'lude
fur iher conelderat ion of  th is a lEernat ive,  Ehere is  current l j  no '
evl.dence ahowlng that a federal takeover ehould be recommended to
congresa. No pirty has suggeoted that federal t.akeover would be'
appropriate and no federal agency hae expreseed intereet. in | !
operat . ing Ehe projects.  

t

4.4.2 Nonpocrer t  t  c€nse ; l  
'

I
A nonpower l l -cenae is a temporary l icenee t ,hat  che i

Commiaelon would t.erml-nat.e whenever it determlnes t,hat. another
governmental  agency vr i l l  assume regulatory author i ty  and :
aupervieJ-on over the lande and faci l l t iee covered by hhe nonf5ower
I lcense.  At  th is point ,  no agency has suggeated a wi l l ingneqg or
abillt,y to do ao. No part,y has sought. a nonpower llcense and we'
have n6 basie for conciudi;g that. the project should no longiir b\e
used to produce power. Thue, we do noE consider a nonpower 1f I
l lcenee a real ls t lc  a l ternat ive to re l icensing ln t .h le t  \

Icircumst.ance 
I

t l . { . 3  P ro j ec t  Re tL r€nen t  }
I

Project  ret i remenE could be accompl iehed wi t .h or  wi thouEr
removLng-t .he two project .  d ivereions.  Elcher ret ' i rement opt l i in
would Lnvolve denial  of  Ehe re l lcenae appl lcaEion and surrender
or termlnat l .on of  Ehe exleEing l icense wi t ,h appropr late l
condl . t , iona.  Project  ret i remenb would have the fo l lor , r ing ef fect .s l .

.  Under a project  ret i rement a l ternatLve,  the energyl
current ly  generated by the projecE would be loet . .  I
Hlstor lcal ly ,  t .he projecE haa produced about.  1?.9 

i

I
I
1
I
i

;l
I

f r i- -r.

operat ing.  { /

None of  the projects in the TuIe Rlver watershed lnf luencee

!t^::*f p:"i:":::..?t:I1l+:."::.T: 9"-:":::':::-l1y:,E!: ). . l.

gigal tat t  hours of  e lectr ic iEy per year.  Edison
del lvere lh le e lectr lcal  power to aerve cusEomere in
the Cal i fornia-Mexlco Power Area.

a The proJect  d ivers lone,  forebay,  and exist ing
recraat ional  facl l l t les would have Eo be malntained by
some unknown enElty i f  gome or a l l  of  the projecE
faci l i t lee remalnea. I f  the divers ions were removed,
any exist ing recreaElonal  benef i tB at t r ibuted Ehose
faci l i ts les would be loeE.

. There $rould be significant costs involved in retiring
Ehe powerhouse, panstock,  and appurEenant. faci l i t iea
and higher costs i f  any or  a l l  of  the project
facl l iE iee were removed.

a The environmenEal enhancements currenEly proposed by
Edieon would be foregone.

At this point, we are not arrtare of anyone recommending
project  reEirement wiEh or  wi thout  removing the project
divereione.  Therefore,  we do nots consLder project  reEirement a
real let . lc  aLternaEive Eo rel icensing the projecE and do noE
intend Eo study Ehe al ternatLve furEher.

5.0 SCOPE OP CUUI'LATIVE ANAIJYSIS AIID RESOURCE ISSUES

5.1 Cu$ulatr .ve Ef fecta

Accordlng Eo the Councl l  on Envlronmental  QuaI iEy's
regu laE ione  f o r  imp lemenE lng  NEPA (50  CFR 51508 .7 ) ,  an  acE ion  may
caiee cumulat ive l i rpact .e on che environments i f  iEs impacts
over lap in,epace and/or  Eime $r i th the impacEs of  oEher pasE,
present and ieasonabty foreeeeable future act ione,  regardleee of
ivhat  agency or  person underEakee such other acEione.  cumulat ive
ef fecEe can resul t  f rom indiv idual ly  minor but  col lect ively
eigni f lcant  act ions Eaklng pJ.ace over a per iod of  t ime, inc luding
hydropower 'and other land and water developmenE act iv i t ies.

There are Esto other operat ing projects in the Tule River
gaein ( f igure 2) .  Immedlately upsEream from the Lower TuIe
P ro jec t ,  on  t he  Doy le  Fo rk  l e  Ehe  Tu Ie  P ro j ec t ,  FERC_No .  1333 ,
operaced by Ehe Paai f ic  Gas and ElecEr ic company.  Abouts 8.5
mi les downbcream of  the Lower TuIe Project 's  powerhouse, is  the
Succesa Po$rer Project ,  FERCI No. 6136, owned by the Lower TuIe.
Rlver Irrigation blst.ricE ahd operated by the Army corps of -
EngLneere.-  Three other pro ' jects In the basin were exempted f rom
licenslng, but no longer haive exemPtion ataEua and are noE

I
I
I
I

r 9

impacts ae a reeult, of contlnued operation of the Lower Tul6 t
P roJec t , .

I
I

I
I
I

!
I

I

l r

I

l l
I
I,I
'l

They are the Sequola Ranch Project ,  FERC No. 8G?9, owndd by
Sequoia Land and Power,  Inc. . , '  North Fork TuIe Creek prdiect
( a . k . a .  O Id  Oak  Ranch  Wa te r  Power  P roJecE) ,  FERC Uo .  e i f e , \
owned by Ordel l  O.  and RiEa A. Portwood; and Indian Hydro l
Plant  No. I  Project ,  FERC No. 505?, locat ,ed on the Tuld
Rlver Indian Reaervat ion.  None of  theee projects may $e I
operated in the future without obtalning a new exemptidn cir
Iicense from the Comml-esl-on. 
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5.2 ProJ6ct  SpecLfLc R€aourc€ Isau€s

A prel lminary l is t  of  regource isguee and concerns that  we
have idenE. i f ied for  analysie in tshe EA is presented below. In
analyzl .ng t .he iaoues,  we wi I I  evaluate var ious measurea to
mit igate,  protect ,  or  enhance the reaources.  This l l ,s t  is  not
lntended to be exhaust . ive or  f inal ,  but  ls  an in i t . ia l  l le t . lng of
isguee thaE. have been ralsed and could be potent , ia l ly
s igni f icant . .  For convenience,  t .he lggues have been I is ted in
catsegor ies re lat ,ed t .o Eechnical  d iecip l inee.

5.2.L Geology and gol la Roaourcea

> Effect .s of  projecE operat lon and maintenance on geology
and sol le resourceg and neasurea necesaary to prevent
erosion and gedimentat ion.

5.2.2 Aguatr ,c Reaourc€s

> Effecbe of  proJect  f lowe on wat.er  t .emperature and wat.er
quaI l t .y .

'  Ef fects of  project ,  f lows on f ish habicat .  and f ish
ecology (including int.elact,iona bet$reen natlve and non-
nat ive,  game and non-game f ish aesemblagee).

> Ef fecta of  the proposed f igh return system on f ish
PaaBage,

> Ef fects of  project  operat ion on aEream channel
malntenance and etabi l i t .y .

> Ef fects of  project  operat ion on aediment t raneport  and
f ieh epawning,

5.2.3 Torr€strLal  R6sourc66

> Effect .s of  exiet lng croaeinge and proposed eacape
strucEurea acrosa the open canal  eegment of  the
project 'a $rater  conveyance ayeEem on wi ld l l fe
mor ta l l t y .

)  E f f ec t s  o f  t he  p ro j ecE ' s  11 ,000 - f ooE- l ong ,  65 -k i l ovo l t
t ransmlssLon l lne on poeaibJ.e bl rd e lectrocut ion or
col l is lon hazarde.

> Ef fects of  project .  f lows on streambank st .abi l lE,y,
proper management of  r ipar ian vegetatLon,  and
product ive t inber lande adJacent t .o atream channele.

5.2.4 lhraatened, Endangered and ForoaE Service Bpec! ,ea

0 0 8 ) .

Int ,ervenors--Ehoee on che CommlesLon'e eerv ice l iet  for  th ie
proceeding (part lee)--are reminded of  the Commleslonre Rulee of
Pract ice and Procedure,  requir ing part ies f i l tng document.e wi th
the Cornmlssion to Berve a copy of the document on each person
whoge name appeara on the of f lc ia l  eerv ice l tet .  3/  Furt .her,  i f
a parEy fLlee commenta or document.e r,rit,h Ehe Commieeion relaElng
to the mer i ta of  an isaue thac may af fect  the reeponslbl l i t ies of
a parEicular  resource agency,  they musc aleo gerve a copy of  t .he
document on Ehe recource agency.

'I . O PROPOSED ACTION AI.ID ALTERNATIT'ES

,t l  .1 Edleon's Proporod Act lon

Edison propoaes to cont inue Eo operaEe and mainEain Ehe
Lower Tule ProJect  to provide electr lc  generat ion capacl ty and
energy for  l ta customere,  and to provide a number of
envlronmental protectlon and enhancement measures for Ehe non-
power reaources in the project  area.

, 1 .1 .1  P roJec t  l ea tu res

The  ex l sE lng  p roJec t  cone ie te  o f :  ( 1 )  a  15 - f ooL -h l gh ,
concrete dam on the North Fork of the Middle Fork of the TuIe
Rlver (Doyle Fork)  I  (2)  a s- foot-h igh,  rubble maaonry dam on Ehe
South Fork of the Middle Fork of the Tule River (Nelson Fork) t
( 3 )  a  3 1 , 8 0 2 - f o o t - l o n g  f l o w  l i n e ;  ( 4 )  a  2 , 8 L 5 - f o o E - l o n g  s E e e l
penatocki  (5)  a 3.37 acre-foot  forebay;  (6)  a powerhouee
cont.a ln ing two turblne-generator  uniEs wiEh a tota l  lnsta l led
capac l t y  o f  2 ,520  kW;  and  l 7 l  a  2 ,352 - f oo t - l ong  t , a i l r ace .

4 .1 .2  P roJec t  Ope ra t l . on

Edleon propoae8 to contLnue Eo operate the project .  aa run-
of-r iver ,  wi t .h minimum f low releaees f rom eiEher d l -vereion dam t .o
che Mlddle Fork,  as measured below t .he junct ion of  the Doyle and
Neleon Forka,  of  4.7 cublc feeE per eecond (cfe)  f rom October
through May. and 9.? cfe frorn .tune through September, or inflow
i f  lesg,  for  the protecEion of  f leh habi tat ,

EdLson proposes no maJor modi f icacl-ons to the proJect ,
facl l i t ieE and operat ions.

{.1.3 Propoaed Envlronnontal Protectlon and Enhanceroent lil€asur€a

)- /  The of f ic ia l  eerv lce I lsE,  can be obtain by cal l lng the
Off ice of  the Secretary,  Docket .a Branch aE l2o2l  208-2020.

)  Ef fects of  project  operat ion urrd J. tnc.r ,ance on the
federal ly  f tet6d endlngered Cat i fo]rn ia Condor,  Aner ican
peregr ine fa lcon,  and threaEened val ley e lderberry
longiorn beet le,  Cal i fornia red- legged f rog,  and bald
eag le .

I
'  Ef fecEs of  project  operat lon and nla intenance on the

fol lowing r-oreic ser l ice SeneiEivei  Speclee:  r" reatern
pond tur t le,  pal l id  bat ,  Toernaend' ie b ig eared bac,
western red baE, foothi l l  yel low-{egged f rog,
Cal l fornia legless l izard,  and hardhead.

I
) Effecbs of project operation and daintenance on Ehe

federal ly f ist6a Ehriatened sprinjvi l le clarkia.
I

> Effects of  herblc lde uae on eenei t ive and l ieEed
epec ies .

5 .2 .5  Cu l t u ra l  R€aou rcoa

t  Ef fecls of  project  operaEion and r fa intenance on
archeological  and histor ic  e i tes dnd meaeure€t  necea€tary
to comply wi th the Nat lonal  Histor ic  Preservat ion Act .

5 .2 .6  A€s the t l e  R€aou rcoa

> Aeschet ic ef fects of  Ehe t .a. t  .o l t .yance systsem as
vlewed f rom highway 190.

5.2.7 Recreat lon ReaourceE and l rand Uae

> Effects of  project  operat ion and {a intenance on the
lncreaeing demand for  recreat ion opportuni t ies in che
p ro jecE  a rea .

> Ef fectE of  apply ing herbic idee fo i  park mainEenance
ver€tua poeaible e ide ef fects on pdrk users.

> Ef fecte of  project  operat lon on e{ is t ing and poEent ia l
angl ing on nat ive and non-nat ive epeciee,  game and non-
game epeclee.

5.2.8 Developmental  ReEourcoB

t
t  Ef fecta of  any enhancement measurea ident i f led dur ing

ecoplng that  may have an ef fect ,  on projecE economics.

I
I
I
I
f

> cont inue Eo malnEal-n minlmum f lowel . in the Middle Fork,
lmmediately below the confluence o.f che Doyle and
Nelson rorks,  of  9.7 cfe dur ing i lu.he,  July,  AuguaE, and
September;  and 4.? cfg f rom October 1 Ehough May 31,  or
the natural  lnf low to tshe projecE, i f  lese than the
minimum f low requirement.

> Cont.Lnue to operate and maintain the f ieh drum
lnstalled lmmediately dor.tnstream of Ehe convergence of
the condults carrying water diverted from the Doyle and
Nelaon Forka.

> Design and inetal l  a f igh return Jy. t " .  to return f ish
entsrained at .  the lnEake to Ehe Tule Rlver.

> cont inue implement ing Edison's rndLngered species A1ert
Program'

> Adopt Ehe ForeEt Service guldelinep for brush removal
and'ground dlsturblng act iv i t les d lur ing maLntenance of
veget.at ion in the project  area.

I
>  Ma ln ta l n  ex l s t i ng  c ross i ngs  ac rossJ  t he  p ro j ec t ' s  8 ,584 -

fooE-Iong open canal  to facl l i tatd wi ld l i fe movemenEe.
I

> Inatal l  three wl ld l i fe eecape strdcEures in Ehe
projects 's  open canal  and fo iebay Co augmenE wi ld l i fe
movement 

i
> Cont l -nue to lmplement Edison's Raptor ProEect ion

Program.
I

> Work wi th the Foreet  Servlce to d ivelop an inEerpret ive
program to acqual.nt local communldiee and school
chl . Idren wi th operat . lon of  Ehe hydroelectr ic  project
and aeeociaEed environmental  conce'rns.

I
Improve management neasureft to cu{b vandalism and over
crowdJ-ng at lEs Upper and Lower Cciffee Day Camp Use
Area6.

4.2 gtaf , f 'e  Modl f l .cat lon to t ror ter  Tu16ra eJoposed Act lon

The etaf f  wl I I  coneider ml t igat ion andlenhancement
meaaurea not  propoaed by Edleon'  Al ternat ige measureg could
include recommendations by reaource agencie€,, other
organizat ions,  Ehe general  publ ic '  or  the aQaff '  I f  any
modi f lcaElon consldered by sEaff  would reduce Power product ion
from Ehe proposed proJect ,  the staf f  wi l l  evaluate the costs and
the potent la l  increaee in aLr-borne pol luEion caueed by replacing
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commenEs and informaEion received dur ing Ehe scoping procees

2.2 Scoplng l leot lnge
I

In addi t ion to wr i t ten comments sol ic i ted by chie scopiAg
Document,  we're hold ing two scoping meet ings to eol ic iE any i |
verbal  commenEs and v iew point .e you may wish Eo of fer  concerding
the project .  A dayt ime miet ing i r i f f  Ui  or ienEed for  oEher t
agenclee,  and an evening meeEing,  or ienEed for  Ehe publ ic '  we
lnvi te your aEtendance at ,  e i ther of  the meet ings I

to help us ldent i fy  the Bcope of  isguee thaE should be analyzed'
ln the EA. The ts imes and locat ions of  the Ewo meet. ings are as
fo l l owe :  

i l

I

t t
I

The ecoping meet ing€r wi l t  be recorded by a court  reporter ,
and aI I  sEatementa (oraI  and wr iEten) wi l l  become parE of  Ehe
Commiesionrs publ lc  record for  the project .  Indiv lduals I
preeent ing statemenEs at  the meet inge wl l l  be asked to c lear i ly
ldent i fy  themgelves for  the record.  Int .erested part ies erho I
chooee noe to epeak or  who are unable to aEtend ei ther scopihg
meet lng may provide wr iEEen commenEs and Lnformat, lon to the i
CommLgeion ae degcr ibed in sect . ion 3.0 of  lhe Scoping Documeht.

We're a lgo planning a ei te v ie iE to the Lower TuIe Proj lgct
on Tuo6day,  Aprt l  27,  1999. We wi l l  meet at  9:00 Nt!  at  the i
park ing. Iot ,  of  Ehe Us Forest  Service,  Tule River Ranger 9 i :E ' f ic ! ,
32588  H igh$ ray  190 ,  Sp r i ngv i l l e ,  Ca l i f o rn i a .  Thoee  who  w i sh  t . c  r
at tend af iout i  contacl  uof in w. i rwtn,  909-39t1-8?15 by Frtday, ]  |

Ap r l l  23 ,  1999 .  
i l  ,
l l

3.0 REQUEST FoR rNFORIIATTON 
I
I

we requeat federal ,  atate,  and local  reeource agenciee, ,
Indian t r ibes,  other ent iEies,  and indiv iduale to forward co t .he
Commiselon lnformat ion that  chey bel ieve wi I I  aesieE the I  I
Commiaeion eEaff in conducEing an accurate and thorough analJysig
of  the eiEe-epecl f ic  as wel l  ae cumulaEive ef fecte of  l icend' ing,

t

5.0 EA PREPARATION SCHEDULE

- The.prel iminary schedule for  prepar ing the EA for  the
Tu le  P ro j ec t  i s  as  f o l l ows :

I.O DRAFT EA OITTIIIIIE

The tentat ive out . I ine for  the l rower TuIe project ,  EA
fol lowe:

SIJMIVIARY

I .  APPIJ ICATION

II. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION
A.  Purpoae o f  Ac t . lon
B.  Need fo r  Power

III. PROPOSED ACTION AND AIJTERNATIVES
A .  E d i s o n ' 6  p r o p o s a l

1 .  Pro jec t  Fac i l l t . les  and Opera t ions
2, Propoeed Environment,al Meaeureg
3.  Mandatory  Requ i rement .s

Lower

ri

as
I

rg

B .

D .

a.  Sect ion 18 Fishway preecr ipEione
b. Water Qual i ty  Cert i f icaEe Condi t ione

Staf f 'e Modi f lcat ion of  EdLson,s propoaal
No-Act ion Al ternat ive
Al ternat ives Coneidered but  El iminat ,ed f rom Oetai ISd
Study

r v . CONSULTATION AND COMPIJIANCE
A. AgencyConaulEat. ion
B. InEervent . ions
C. Scoping
D. water Qual i ty  Cert . i f icat ion

Day trteatlng I Ev€nlng Meetlng t
I
I

Tu€sday,  Apr l l  2?,  1999 |  rueeday,  Apr l l  2?,  1999
1 1 0 0  P U  |  ? t 0 0  P M

Sprlngrllle veE€rans Menorlal I Sprtngvtlle vetorans tlemor
aulldlng I Butldtng

35944 [ lghway 190 |  359{4 Blghway 190

8pr lngv111e, Cal l fornla I  spr lngvt l le,  cal i fornl .a

Ready for Environmental
Analyels Not ice,  regueet ing
f inal  terme and condi t . lona.
recommendationa, comments and

w in te r  1999

Draft. Envlronment,al Asse€sment Spr ing 2000

EnvironmenEal As FaIl 20oo ,I  i

L4 1 5

the Lower Tule Project .  Types of  informat ion we request  inc lude,
but  are not  l imi ted Eo, the fo l lowing:

> Informacion,  quant i tat ive data,  or  professional
opin ions t .haE may contr ibuEe Eo def in ing the
geographical  and temporal  scope of  the.analysis and
ident i fy ing elgnl f lcant .  environmental  iseueg;

> Ident i f icat ion of ,  and informat ion f rom any other
environmental  docunent or  s imi lar  study (previous.  on-
going,  or  p lanned),  re levant  to lhe propoeed l icenaing
of  the Lower Tule Project ;

t  Exigt ing informat, ion and any quant i tat ive data thaB
would help Eo deecr lbe the past  and preBenE act ions and
effecEs of  the project  and other developmental
activlties on environmental and socioeconomic
regources;

> Informat lon that .  would help character ize exists ing
environmente and habi ta ls;

> Ident i f icat ion of  any federal ,  aEaEe, or  local  resource
plane,  environment.a l  lmpacE scatemenls,  and future
project  proposaLs in the af fecEed re6rource area,  such
ae proposale to construct  or  operaEe water t reaEments
faci l i t iee,  recreat ion areaGt,  water  d ivereione,  t imber
harvegt  act iv i t ies,  or  f ish managemenE programsi

> EocumenEatl,on that would support a conclusion whether
or noE the proposed projecE contr ibuEes to adverse or
benef ic ia l  ef fecte on resourcee;  and

t Documentation showing why any reEources ehould be
excluded f rorn furEher study or  considerat ion.

Interested part lea muaE f i le  their  ecoping commenEs wi th the
Commieeion, no later t.han 50 daya fron the I'asuance date of thla

acoplng docrrrnent. Thie includes any relevant copies of daEa,

reports,  or  oEher documentaEion aupport ing posi t ions taken.
wr i t t .en submiseiong muaE be senE to i

DavLd P. Boergera,  g€cretary

Off lce of  ths g€cretary

Federal Energy R€gulatory ComtlegLon

888  F l r g t  8 t r €e t ,  N .E .
Waahlngton, Dc 20426.

AII  wr i t ten f i l inge must cLear ly ident i fy  the fo l lowing on
the f l re!  page: t ,or tsr  Tu16 l tydroelectr lc  ProJect  (FERC No. 372-

V. ENVIRONIITENTAI, ANAI,YSIS
A. ceneral  Descr ipt ion of  the Project  s i te and Tule River

Bagin
B. Proposed Act.lon and ot.her Recommended Environmental

Mea6urea
1. Geology and Soi le ResourceB
2. AquaElc ReEources
3.  TerresEr ia l  Reaources
4,  ThreaEened and Endangered species
5.  CulEural  Resources
5.  Aesthet ic  Resourcea
7. Recreat ion Resourcea
8. DevelopmenEal  Reeources

C. No-Act ion Al ternat ive

VI. DEVELOPMENTAL ANALYSIS
A. Power and Economic Benef i te of  lhe ProjecE
B. cost  of  EnvironmenEal  Enhancement Measures
C .  No -Ac t s i onA l t e rnaE i ve

VII. COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT AND RECOMMENDED AIJTERNATIVE

VIII.CONSISTENCY WITH COMPREHENSIVE PI,ANS

IX. RECOMMENDATIONS OF FISH AND WILDLIFE AGENCIES

X. FINDING OF IOT NOI SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

XI. I,ITERATURE CITED

XII .  LIST OF PREPARERS
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The Commieeion wi.l l  uee the EA Eo decide whether to issue a
new l icenee for  the Lolrer  TuLe Projects,  and i f  so,  wi tsh whaE
condltione should be lncluded in the Iiceneer. The Foreat Service
intendg co uee the EA ae a guide in preecr ib ing mandatory
condl t lone for  any l icenge the commisslon ispuea for  the project
EhaE lnvolvee land of  the sequoia NaElonal  FpresE, pursuant to
aecE ion  4 (e )  o f  t he  FPA .  I

2 .O  SCOPING

I
Scoplng Is Ehe proceas used to ident , i fy i ,  ieauee, concerne,

and opporEuni t ies associated wiEh a propoeedi  achion.  According
co NEPA and the council of Environmental QualiEy, thie
process ehould be conducted early in the plahning st.age of t.he
p ro j ec t .  i
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2.!  Purpoaos of  gcoplng

The purpo€ee of  th ie ecoping
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> Invi te part ic ipat ion of  federal ,  sFat .e,  and local
recrource agenciea,  Indian t r ibee,  .and indiv iduals Eo
ident i fy  a ignl f lcanE environmental l  and socioeconomic
iesues re lated to Uhe propoaed act ; ion.

I
> Determine the depth of  analyeis and eigni f icance of

l "eeuee to be addreseed in the EA. 
I
I

t  Ident i fy  how the project  l rould or  yould not  concr ibuce
t .o cumulat . ive impact ,a to the projepE area.

> Ident i fy  reasonable al t .ernat . ives t -o tne projecr  Ehat r . re
should evaluaEe

I
> El iminate f rom detal led study the, issues and regources

Ehat don' t  require detai led analysi is  dur ing review of
the project  

I
Fol lowing che ecoping rneet inga and com{ent per iod,  a l l

issuee ra iged wi l l  be reviewed and decis ionsj  made as t .o Ehe level
of  analyeis needed. I f  prel iminary analyeie,  indicates that  any
Lesues preeented in th ie ecoping document ha.ve I i t . t le  poEent ia l
for  caueing eigni f icant  impacts,  the iseue qr  ieeuee wi I I  be
ident i f ied and the reaaon6, for  not  provid ing-a more detal led
analysJ.a wi l l  be glven ln the EA. 

I
The staf f  wl l l  reviee Ehls document aa \neceasary t .o ref lect

conmenEa received dur ing the comment per iod,bnd then ieeue
Scoplng Document 2.  In the event no subsEaqt ia l  commenEs are
recl lvEd and no revie iona to scoping Documeri t .  1 are neceaeary,
r . re ' I I  so not i fy  part . ic ipants by leEter.  The;  EA tr i l I  addreaa
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SCOPING DOCInIENT 1

IJower Tule Project
FERC No.  372-OOg

1.0 I}ITRODUCTION

On itune L2, L998, Ehe Southern Californla Edieon Company
(Edison) f i led an appl icat ion sr i th the Federal  Energy Regulatory
iommleelon (Commiselon) to re l icenae the exisEing 2,520-ki lo$ 'atc

ikw) l ,o* . r  Tule Hydroelectr ic  Project  (proJect) .  Th" projecE i8

located on the Miadle Fork of  Ehe TuIe River in Tulare Councy,
Cal l . fornia ( f igure 1) ,  The project  occupiea abouts 190 acres of

Iand wi th in the sequoia Nat lonal  Forest ,  administered by the U's '
ForesE sery ice (ForesE serv ice) '

The  p ro j ec t ' a  o r i g i na l  l i cenee  exp i r ee  on  . June  14 '  2000 .
The Commtisi6n, under Ehe authority of the Federal Por^rer AcE
(FPA),  1/  may ieaue a new l l .cenge for  up. to 50 years.  r f  a new
l icenee le n6t  iesued by the t ine Ehe or ig lnal  l icense expires,
the project  wi l l  operate under annual  l icenses per Ehe tserma and
cond- ic long of  the or ig inal  l icenee. The Forest  serv ice
recommendg that  any new l lcenee for  the projecc contain an
expirat lon daEe thet  coincideg r . r i th Ehe expirat io l -of  the.  Paci f ic
cai  and ElecEr ic 's  Tule Rlver Project ,  FERC No. 1333, so Ehat the
Lo$rer TuIe and Tule River ProjecEe could be evaluaEed aE the aame
t lme ln a,waterehed-wide analyais.

Under the Commlggl-on'g regulaElone,  ieeuing a new l icense
for  the projecE f l rs t  requlres preparaEion of  e i tsher an
Envlronrnental  AsEessmenE (EA) or  EnvironmenEal  Impact  sEatemenE
(EIs) ,  in accordance wi th the Nat ional  Environmental  PoI icy Act
(NEPA) of  L969 2/ .  The CommiEslon,  ag lead agency'  and U.S.
Forest  servLce (Forest  Service),  aa cooperat ing agency,  wi l l
prepare a jo int  EA to declde wheEher iaauing a-  I icenee would be a
ma jo r  f ede ra l  ac t i on  e l gn i f l can t l y  a f f ec t i ng  Ehe -qua l i by  o f . t he
human envlronment.  The EA wi l l  deecr ibe and evaluate the s i te-
epecl f lc  and cumulat ive ef fecEs of  Ediaon'a propoeed acEion in
i lg neqr l icense appl lcat lon,  and ouher a l ternat ives.

U . S . C .  S e c E .  ? 9 1  ( a )  - 8 2 5  ( r )  .
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Iocat ione of  operat . ing and non-operat ing I
powerhoueee 

| 
11

I
I
I
I

I

L/

z/ P u b .  L .  9 1 - 1 9 0 .  4 2  U . S . C .
amended by Pub. L,  94-52,
August ,  9,  !975,  and Pub.

432 r -4347 ,  a l anua ry  1 ,  1970 ,  as
i l u l y  3 ,  1 9 7 5 ,  P u b .  L .  9 4 - 8 3 ,

r , .  97 -25a ,  S4 (b)  ,  sept  .  13 ,  L982 .

1

,l
I
I
,I

I
I
i
,l
I
I
l (
ll
I
I
I

600 lt*Rlsol .r*rer. ,utri sts
s^r rR^rcrso. cl 94t07 ,l

sr{P orflc€R I

:::::::$ii,riii'h'::;i::,.,.
POSI OtttcE aox 912896 

'\

s^cRAfl€rro, cA 94296.000t I
i l

:ltf J[,f :U3?ll^;"11i::l3l
{5 rnExoxt stR€tl \
sl, lrE 200 l
sAil fRlflclsco, cl 94105 f

sr^rE or c^rrrottr^ t
Slli:131,^ ^,. rr,.,.r.'too,o
P. o. 8ox 28't5 I
slcRlfi€xlo, c^ 958t2 :

ROSS S.nr€tt 't, O'*r.r*i l

3[:l[3]*li^li'" '"'*T
cwtnollElt^t u|||t !
P.o.Box 2ooo I
s ctAr[Nro, cA 95810-2000

I
I

)r f

i

1 8



t: ,.. .6€.

DATBT

FEDERAT, ENEROY RBOUI.AIONY COIII|IAAIOT
t lshlDEtonr D.c.  20426

l larab 21,  1999

XExoRlllDftt| [ot The Agency,/Party Addreased

AUB.i'BCTt scoplng of envlronmental lssues for a nelr licenae
appllcitlon for the exlstlng Lor.rer TuIe ProJect
lrbnc ro. 372-oo8)--cal l fornla

SCOPTNG DOCTruE}IT i1

The Federal Enerqy Regulatory Comrnl'Eelon (Co:nnlsslon) le
revlewing the appllcatlon ior a new llcense for the contLnued
operatlon and rnaintenance of the 2rs2o-kllowatt Loner Tule
pio ject  No. 3?2-oo8 (proJect) .  The hydroelectr lc  proJect  ie-
loc i ted on the Tule Rivei  ln Tulare county,  cal i fornla,  part la l ly
sLthln the Sequola Natlonal Foregt.

Under the Natlonal Envlronrnental Pollcy Act of 1969 and the
cornrniselon'e regulati.ons, lsaulng a hydropower license for the
proJect woutd bt an actlon that requlr€s the comrnleslon to
prepare el ther an Env. l ronrnental  Asgessnent (EA) -or .an-Environnental 

Inpact statenent (EIs). The Conrnission wlII be
preparlng an EA for the ProJect.

To ensure that  aI I  pert inent  Lseues are ldent l f led and
analyzed ln the EAr the staf f  le eol lc l t lng sr l t ten conments. f rorn
aDprADriat€ federal, state, and local reaource agencl'es, Indian
t ; ibe; ,  and other lntereeted persons through a-scoplng-process.
The pu;po6e of the scoplng procesE le to ldentlfy Eigniflcant
lseuis ielated to the ttcen-lnq of the Project, lncluding Leeueg
relatlng to whether the proposed proJect would contribute to
curnul,atLve lnpacts In the proJect area.

The attached Scoping Docunent lncludes a brlef descrlptlon
of the proposed actlon, i tist of prelftnlnary envJ'ronrnental
lesues laent t f ieA by the staf f ,  potent la l  a l ternat lves,  and a
prellnrLnary schedule for preparation of the EA.

DetallE on provldlng wrltten conments appear ln the scoplng
docutnent. lou nay direct any questlona or concerns to
Nan AIIen, Envlronrnental coordlnatorr at the Federal Energy
Requlatory Conmleslon, offlce of Hydropolter LLcenel-ng, 888 Flrat
st ieet ,  Nb,  washlngton,  Dc 20426, (2o2,  2L9-2938.

Attachnent: scoPlng Docunent
i la l l lng Liet

IJOWER TUIJE PROitE
IcT

FERC ProJec t  No .  372 -008

Federal  Energy Regulat .ory comfi iss ion
Off ice of  Hydropower L icenei ing

888 Firs l  Street ,  NE t ,
Washington,  D.C. 20426
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SCOPING DOCUMENT 2

Lower Tule Project
FERC No.372-008

I.O INTRODUCTION

On June 12, 1998, the Southern Califomia Edison Company (Edison) filed an
application with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) to relicense
the existing,2,52O-kilowatt (kW) Lower Tule Hydroelectric Project (project). The project
is located on the Middle Fork of the Tule River in Tulare County, California (figure l).
the project occupies about 190 acres ofland within the Sequoia National Forest,
administered by the U.S. Forest Service (Forest Service).

The project's original license expires on.June 14,2000. The Commission, under
the authority of the Federal Power Act (FPA), ' may issue a new license for up to 50
years. If a new license is not issued by the time the original license expires, the project
will operate under annual licenses per the terms and conditions ofthe original license.
The Forest Service recommends that any new license for the project contain an expiration
date that coincides with the expiration of the Pacific Gas and Electric's Tule River Project
FERCNo. 1333,sothattheLowerTuleandTuleRiverProjectscouldbeevaluatedatthe
same tirne in a watershed-wide analysis.

Under the Commission's regulations, issuing a'new license for the project first
requires preparation of either an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental
Impact Statement(EIS), in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of I 969. ' The Commission, as lead agency, and Forest Service, as cooperating
agency, will prepare a joint EA to decide whether issuing a license would be a major
federat action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment. The EA will

describe and evaluate the site-specific and cumulative effects ofEdison's proposed action
in its new license application, and other alternatives.

The Commission will use the EA to decide whether to issue a new license for the
project, andl'ifso, what conditions should be inctudedlin the license. The Forest Service
intends to use the EA as a guide in prescribing mandatory conditions for any license

l 5

I U..'C. sect. ?91(a)-825(r).

2 Pub. L. gl-190. 42 U.S.c. 432 I -4347, January l, I 970, as amended by Pub. L.
94-52, July'3, l9?5, Pub. L. 94-83, August 9, 1975, and Pub. L. 97-258, $4(b), Sept. 13,
1982.
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the Commission issues for the project that involves land of the Sequoia National Forest,
pursuant to section 4(e) ofthe FPA.

2.0 scoPINc ,

Scoping is the process used to identi$ irru.s,.on""Lr, and opportuniries
associated with a proposed actiorr. Accotding to NEPA and the Council Of
Environmentat Quality, thii process should be conducted early in the planning stage of the
project.

4.2.3 Terrestrial Resources

' Effects ofexisting crossings and proposed escape structures across the open
csnnl segnent ofthe project's wster conveyance system on wildlife
mortality.

' Effects of the project's t 1,000-foot-long, 66-kilovolt tsansmission line on
possible bird elecrocution or collision hazards.

' Effects of project Oows on sheambank stability, proper rnanagement of
riparian vegetation, and lands adjacent to 36garn shnnnsls.

4.2.4 'l'hrestened, Endangered snd Forest Service Sensitive Species

> Effects ofproject operation and maitrtenance on the federally listed
endaxgered Cdifornia Condor, American peregrine falcon, and threatened
Valley elderberry longhorn beetle, California red-legged frog, and bald
eagle.

' Effects ofproject operatiotr and maintenance on the following Forest
Service Sensitive Species: western pond turtle, pallid bat Townsend's big
eared ba! western red bal foothill yellowJegged frog and California
lcgless lizard.

' Effecls of project operation and maintenance on the federdly listed
threatened Springville clarkia.

4.2.5 CulturalResources

> Effects ofproject operation and maintenatrce on archeological and historic
sites and measures necessary to comply with the National Historic
Preservation Act.

4.2.6 Recrcation Resources and Lrnd Use

> F,ffects of envhonmental educatlon rcganllng operutlon and malntenance
ol proJect lor recreallonal users,

' Effects ofprojectloperation on existing and potential angling on native and
non-native Esh species.

2.1 Purposes ofScoping

The purposes ofthis scoping document are as followrs.

> Invite participation offederal, state, and localiresource agencies, Indian
tribes, and individuals to identiS significant environmental and
socioeconomic issues related to the proposedLction.

> Determine the depth ofanalysis and significailce ofissues to be addressed in
the EA.

t ldenti$ how the project would or would not contribute to cumulative
impacts to the project area. 

{
' ldenti& reasonable altematives to the projeclihat we should evaluate.

> Eliminate from detailed study the issues and resources that don't require
detailed analysis during review ofthe projectt

I
We issued Scoping Documenl I (SDI) on March Z!, teee,3 b enable resource

agencies, Indian lribes, ond other lnleresled parties to mo.7e efleclively porlicipate in
and conlrlbute lo lhe scoplng process. SDI requesled clailficalion ol preliminary

issues concerning the Lower Tule Projecl ond the ldenlificolion ol new issues thal need
lo be addressed ln the EA. We revlsed SDI ofter revlewinp oral leslimony recorded
during lhe scoping meelings and writlen commenlsfiled during lhe scoping commenl

sCopies of SDI were mailed to oll entilies listed in',Section E. A nolice of
scoping meelings and site visit and soliciling scoping comments $,as published in lhe
Federal Register on Apill 2, 1999 (volume 61, no. 63, ppJ' I 5968-60).

I

I

l

t
, Ellects ofthe project on maintaining accessfor angling a! the 'tstairs.,,

, EIIecls ofproJect operotlon on whlten'alei boatlng during high-woter

leafs
I

4.2.7 Developmenlal Resources

I

> Effects of any enhancement measures identified during scoping that may
hsve an effect on project economics.

, lJse ofenergy conseruailon measures b t)ake upfor any loss ofproject
generatlon iecau se of environmentat prolecriois-ond 

"itt 
on""^Lni,

5.0 EA PREPARATION SCTSNULS
I

The preliminary schedule for preparing the EA foi the Lower Tule Project is as
follows: i

I

6.0 DRAFTEA OUTLINE

The tentative outline for the Lower Tule Project EA is as follows:

SUMMARY

I. APPLICATION

U. PTJRPOSEANDNEEDFORACTION

I
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MILESTONE T, TARGETDATE

Receive Scoping Comments I May 27.1999

Ready for Environmental Analysis
Noticq requestilg find terms and
conditions, recommendstions, comments
and reolv comments

, Winter 1999

Draft Environmental Assessment i Spring 2000

Final Environmental Assessment Fdl 2000
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All commenls received are parl of lhe Commlssion's of/icial recordfor the

project. Copies ofthe ollicial record are available through lhe Records and

Information Managemenl Syslem (NMS) in lhe Public Relerence Roorn Copies can

also be obtained by writing or faxing (202'208-2320) your request to lhe Public

Reference Room al lhefollowing address:

Federal Energt Regulalory Commission
Publlc Relerence & Files Maintenance Branch
EEB First Slreel, NE, Room 2-A
Washhlgton, DC 20426
Atlenlion: Mn llilliam G. McDermott, Chiel

The projecl recoil ma! also be vlewed ol:

w w w.fe r cfe d u slo n I I n elr I ms. h I m

After careful consideralion of alt scoping inpul, Our responses lo comments ond

any resjecfive chonges in the scoping documenl arc Shown as bold anil itolic type. Key

colncerns ruised by parllclponts ln the scoping process ate summarlZed below.

The Lower Tule River Irrigalion Dislricl requesls a correclion to sDI of the

projecl number for the success Power Proiect. The correct proJecl number is FERC-No. 
3038, and this coneclion hos been mode ln Section 1.1 of SD2'

During the scoping meetings, lndivldualsfrom the publlc ruised lhelollowlng

concefns:

I. The relicensing process could atfect lhe dilch diversions from the Tule River

in and below lhe projecl reach ollhe river that are used lo malntoln pondslor

witttt ife, weilands, and ogricuh urol inigation ;

raised and could be significant. For convenience, the issues have been listed in categories
related' to technical disciplines.

In SD 1, we ldentifted as lssues the ellects of herbiclde applicarion on the Forest
Senice Sensitive andfederally-lisTed species, and recreollon users. We deleled these
bsues because Edhon tesllfrctl during lhe scoping meelingE that it does nol use
herbicides onywhere ln lhe proJect orca and has no lntentions of doing so, llte also
delded an aesthdic resource bsue of lhe etfecls of the waler conveyance qtsTem os
viewedfr6m Highway 190, Entrir, Edison's consullant, teslified lhat the proiect has
been ln slstence since 1909, plor to the designotign in the 1970's of Highway 190 as
a scenlc highway; and ls itselfthe greolesl cullaral resource feature of the proiect area
We elimlnoled hdrdhead minnowlrom the list ol Forest Service Sensitive Species.
Entrlx and the Forest Servlce testltled that, while hardhead would be expected to be

lound in the Tule Rlver Basin, ll hos not been observed or collected during survqts
ussoclated wilh the proJect and does not appear on hbtoical records lor the proiect
are&

We'combined two lssaes in the Aqua:tlc Resources section (the eflects of proiect
opentlon on streom stabillly and sedimenl ftonsport) lnlo one bsue on the elfects of
proJectope,ratlon on sediment transport, because lhqt wae redundanl

4.2.1 Geology end Soils Resources

' Efrects ofproject operation and maintenance on geolory and soils resources
and measures necessary to prevent erosion and sedimentation.

4.2.2 Aquatic Resources

' Efiects of project flows on water temPerature and water quality.

' Efrects of project llows on fish habitat and fish ecolory (including
interactions between native and non-native lish assemblages).

' Effects ofthe proposed fish return system on fish passage.

> Flow continuoion iludng proJect shuldowns to the Sprlngville Public
Utllity Dtfi lct vote suPPlY.

2. Any change in Edbon's currenl pructice of providing diverled lotes to lhe
Springville Public Utility Dislrict (DklricQ during projecl shut downs would
result in lhe Dislricl having lo oblain waler downslreamfrom the day use areas;
and

3. There may be some interesl in whilewoter boaling in lhe projecl reoch during
high waler years.

A represenlalive ollhe Lower Tule River lrrigalion Dislricl leslitied lhal the
projecl operatlon os proposed by Edisott, wilh no changes lo lhe exisling operalions,
would nol impoct lhe dislrict's interests.

Reprbsenlotives ollhe Foresl Senice leslified thal recrcotional use of the projecl
reach has changed durlng Edison's currenl license lermlrom ongling lo
predominonlly day use, ond lhere is o needfor environmenlal education to help prolecl
re$ources. Edison clarified thot lwo ol ils ProPosols largel environmental educalion
lhrough o video and curriculunt program and an inlerprelative kiosk display, A lhird
Edison proposol, would provide funding for lrosh pickup and mainlenance of lhe

"Slairs" recreollonal access area. Edison's proposed measures in Section 3,1.3 have
been revlsed accordingly.

A represenlativefrom lhe US Environmenlal Proleclion Agency requesled thot
we consider energ) consemalion in addilion to lhe cosl of replacemenl energt in our
EA.

3.0 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

3.1. Edison's Proposed Action

Edison proposes to continue to operate and maintain the Lower Tule Project to
provide electric generation capacity and energy for its customers, and lo provide a number
ofenvironmental protection and enhoncement measures for the non-power resources in
the project area.

3.1.1 Project Features

The existing project consists of: (l) a ls-foot-high, concrete dam on the North
Fork of the Middle Fork of the Tule River (Doyle Fork); (2) a 5-foot-high, rubble
masonry dam on the South Fork of the Middle Fork of the Tule River (Nelson Fork); (3) a
3 1,802-foot-long flow line; (4) a 2,815-foot-long steel penstock; (5) a 3.37 acre-foot

l l

period Scoping Documenl 2 (SD2) presents our currenl vlew of issues and allernatites

to be considered in the EA, Atlditlons arc in ilalicized' bold type.

2.2 Scoping Comments

The following entity tiled wrillen commenls on SDI:

Entitv
Lower Tule River lrrigollon Districl

Dole of Letter
April 30,1999



forebay; (6) a powerhouse containing two hubine-generator units with a total installed
capacity of 2,520 kW; and (7) a 2,352-footJong tailrace.

3.1.2 Project Operation

Edison proposes to continue to operate the project as run-of-river, with minimum
flow releases from either diversion dam to the Middle Fork as measured below (he
junction ofthe Doyle and Nelson Forks, of4.7 cubic feet per second (cfs) from October
through May, and 9.7 cfs from June through September, or inllow if less, for the
protection of Iish habitat.

Edison proposes no mnjor modifications to the project facilities and operations.

3.1.3 Proposed Environmentat Protection end Enhancemeni Measures

' Continue to maintain minimum flows in the Middle Forh immediately
below the conlluence of the Doyle and Nelson Forks, of 9.7 cfs during June,
July, August, and September; and 4.7 cfs from October I though May 3l; or
the natural inllow to the projecg if less than the minimum flow requirement.

' Continue to operate and maintain the fish drum installed immediately
downsbeam of the convergence of ihe conduits carrying water diverted from
the Doyle and Nelson Forks.

r DesiF and install a fish rehrn system to rehrn fish entained at the intake
to the Tule River.

' Continue implementing Edison's Endangered Species Alert Progranr, azd
etpand the program by tralnlng operatlons personnel on the ForesT
S er vlce S ens illve Sp ecles.

' Adopt the Forest Service guidelines for brush removal and ground
disturbing activities during maintenance ofvegetation in the project area.

' Maintain existing crossings across lhe project's 8,584-foot-long open canal
to facilitate wildlife movements.

' Install three wildlife escape strugtures in the project's open canal and forebay
to augment wildlife movement.

suggested that federal takeover would be appropriate and no federal agency has expressed
interest in operating the project.

3.4.2 Nonpower License

A nonpower license is a temporary license that the Commission would terminate
whenever it deternines that another govemmental agency will assume regulatory
authority and supervision over the lands and facilities covered by the nonpower license.
At this point, no agency has suggested a willingness or ability to do so. No parg has
sought a nonpower license and we have no basis for concluding that the project should no
longer be used to produce power. Thus, we do not consider a nonpower license a realistic
altenlative t() rr;licensitrg in this circumstance.

3.4.3 Project Retirement

Project retirement coutd be accomplished with or without removing the two project
diversions. Either retirement option would involve denial ofthe relicense application and
surrender or termination of the existing license with appropriate conditions. Project
retirement would have the following effects.

' Under a project retirement altemative, the energy cunently generated by the
project would be lost. Historically, the project has produced about 17.9
gigawatt hours ofelectricity peryear. Edison delivers this electrical power
to serve customers in the Califomia-Mexico Power Area.

' The project diversions, forebay, and existing recreational facilities would
have to be maintained by some unknown entity if some or all of the project
facilities remained. If the diversions were removed, any existing
recreational benefits attributed those facilities would be lost.

' There would be significant costs involved in retiring the powerhouse,
penstock, and appurtenant facilities and higher costs ifany or all ofthe
project facilities were removed.

' The environmental enhancements currently proposed by Edison would be
foregone.

At this point, we are not aware of anyone recommending project retirement with or
without removing the project diversions. Therefore, we do not consider project retirement
a realistic altemative to relicensing the project and do not intend to study the altemative

, ,

> Continue to implement Edison's Raptor Proteltion Program.

> Work wilh lhe Forest Service to develop a viheo and curriculum to
ocquainl locol comnunities and school children with the operotion olthe
hydroelectric project and associoted enviroimenta! resources.

I
, Ilork with lhe Forest Semice to develop a riier inlerpretive display at the

Tule River Ranger Districl Ollice, I

, Provide 51,000 per yearlor lrush pickup and mainlenance at the ,,Stahs,'

ltccess,

3.2 Stalfs Modificstion to Lower Tute's Proposed Attion

Ihe staffwill consider mitigation and enhancement measures not proposed by
Edison. Altemative measures could include recommendati$ns by resource agencies, other
organizations, the general public, or the staff If any modification considered by staff
would reduce power production from the proposed project, the staffwill evaluate the
costs and the potential increase in air-borne pollution caused by replacing the project
power with fossil-fueled-generation. 

i

3.3 No Action 
i

Under lhe no-action altemative, the project would continue to operate under the
terrns and conditions ofthe existing license, and no new eniironmental protection,
mitigation, or enhancement measures would be implementejl. The no-action alternative is
the benchmark from which we compare the proposed actiori and any action alternative.

3.4 Alternatives Considered But Eliminated from Detaiied Study
I

At presen! we are proposing to eliminate the following altematives from detailed
study in the EA.

3.4.1 Federsl Government Takeover

We do not consider federal takeover to be a reasonable alternative. Federal
takeover ofthe project would require congressional approvll, While that fact alone
would not precludi further consideration of this altemati.r.Jrth.r" is cunently no evidence
showing that a federal takeover should be recommended to Congress. No party has

I
I
I
I

further.

{
I
I
I

4.0 scoPE oF CUMULATIVE ANALYSTS AND RESOURCE TSSUES

4.1 Cumutative Effects

According to the Council on Environmental Quality:s regulations for implementing
NEPA (50 CFR $ 1508.7), an action may cause cumulative impacts on the environment if
its impacts overlap in space and/or time with the impacts ofiother past, present and
reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless ofwhat ag-ency or person undertakes
such other actions. Cumulative effects can result from indii,idually minor but collectively
significant actions taking place over a period oftime, inclu(ing hydropower and other
talrd and water development activities. I

'fhere 
are two other operating projects in the Tule Ri'ver Basin (figure 2).

Immediately upstream from the Lower Tule Project, on thepoyle Fork is the Tule Project.
FERC No. 1333, operated by the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. About 8.5 miles
downstream ofthe Lower Tule Project's powerhouse, is thejSuccess Power Project, FERC
No. J0J8, owned by the Lower Tule River Irrigation Distri$t and operated by the Army
Corps of Engineers. Three other projects in the basin were bxempted,from
licensing, but no longer have exemption stafus and are not operating.'

None ofthe projects in the Tute River watershed infiuences the other projects'
operations, nor do resources have the potential to be cumulitively affected by the
continued operation of Edison's project in combination with other activities in 0re area.
Based on our review ofEdison's application, limited scope pfthe project, lack of
proposed changes in project operation, we determined that{here would be no cumulative
impacts as a result ofcontinued operation ofthe Lower Tulb Project.

4.2 ProJect Specific Resource Issues

A list ofresource issues and concems ihat we have ihentified for analysis in the EA
is presented below. In analyzing the issues, we will evaluate various measures to
mitigate, protect, or enhance the resources. This list is a li{ing of issues that have been

{They are the Sequoia Ranch Project, FERC No. 86?9,pwned by Sequoia Land and
Power, Inc.; Norlh Fork Tule Creek Project (a.k.a. Old Oak Rapch Water Power Project), FERC
No. 6t 36, owned by Ordell O. and Rita A. Portrvood; and Indi{h Hydro Plant No. I Project,
FERC No. 5067, located on the Tule River Indian Reservation. None of these projects may be
operated in the future without obtaining a new exemption or liiense from the Commission.
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORV COMMTSSION
Washington, D.C,20426

Auc 6 lsw

Enclosure: ScoPing Document 2

cc: Mailing List
Service List
Public Files

DATE:

MEMORANDUM TO: The Agency/Party Addressed

SUBJECT: eljls@.nt Z foltle existing Lower Tule Project
(FERC No. 372-008)-Califomia

' The Federal Energy Regulgtory Commission (Commission) is reviewing the

apptication for a new license for the continued operation and maintenance ofthe 2,520'

kilowatt Lower Tule Hydroelectric Project No. 372-008 (project). The project is located

on the Tule River in Tulare County, California, partially within the Sequoia National

Forest.

Under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Commission's

regulations, issuing a hydropower license for 0re project would be an action that requires

the Cornmission to-prepare:eithdr 6ii-Enviionnierr-tal.iAssessmenl(E{):or ql-

EnvjronrndntSl.lmpact.s-tatEment(Els): The commission will be preparing an EA for the

project.

Scoping Document 2 for the project EA is enclosed. We revised Scoping

Document l, dated March 24,1999, based on written comments and testimony provided

during the scoping meetings. Key changes to Scoping Document I are identified in

italicized, bold type.

Prior to scoping, we identified a need for additional information, and by letter

dated October 29, 1998, requested the Southern Califomia Edison Company to submit

additionat information regarding fisheries habitat, riparian diversions, wildlife crossings

of the project's flume, bird collisions with the transmission lines, and surveys for certain

wildlife species. once this information is obtained, we will prepare a drafr EA based on

the outline and issues in Scoping Document 2' We expect to issue the draft EA in

summer of2000.

You may direct questions to Nan Allen, Environmental coordinator, at the Federal

Energ5r Regutatory commission, ollice of Hydropower Licensing, 888 First Street, NE,

Washington, DC 20426, (202) 219'2938.
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the project  power wl . th foeai l - fueled-generat lon.

t t .3 No Act l .on

Under the no-act ion al ternat ive,  t .he project  $rould cont inue
Eo operate under the t.erma and condit,l.ons of the exieElncr
l lcense,  and no new envlronmental  protect , ion,  miE. igat lonl  or
enhancement neasures would be lmplemented.  The no-act ion
alternatlve ie the benchmark from which $re conpare the propoeed
acEion and any actLon alEernaEive.

4.{ Alternatl.vee Congl.dered But Elfunlneted f,ron DetaLled Study

At preaenE, we are propoeing t .o e l lminate t .he fo l lowing
al ternat ivea f ron det ,a l led study in the EA.

t1.4.1 Fsderal Ctovernm€nt Taksover

Ite do noE congider federal takeover to be a reagonable
al ternat lve.  Federal  takeover of  t ,he project  would require
congreeaional  approval .  Whl le that .  fact  a lone would not  preclude
fur ther coneLderat ion of  th ls a l t ,ernat . ive,  t .here is  current ly  no
evldence ehowing that a federal takeover ehould be recommena6a to
Congress. No party has suggested that federal takeover would be
appropriaEe and no federal agency has expreeeed lntereet in
operat lng the project .

4.4.2 Nonpower l , l ,cen66

A nonpower l icenee is a temporary l lcense that '  the
Commiaal-on would EermLnat.e whenever i t  determlnea that  another
governmenE.al agency will aeeume regulat.ory authority and
aupervieion over t.he lands and facilitiee covered bt Ehe nonporder
l l -cenee. At  th is polnt ,  no agency hae suggeet,ed a wi l l ingneie or
abi l l ty  t .o do so,  No party has EoughE a nonpower l icense-and we
have no baele for concluding that t,he project ehould no longer be
used Eo produce power. Thue, we do noE consider a nonpor.rer
I lcense a real ieElc a l ternat ive t ,o re l iceneLng ln th is
c i rcurnstance.

{ . t l . 3  P roJec t  Re tL remen t

Project  ret i rement could be accompl iehed wi th or  r . r i thout .
removing t .he t .wo project  d iverelone.  El ther ret l rement opt ion
would lnvolve denlal  of  Ehe re l lcenee appl lcat lon and eur iender
or t .ermlnat ion of  lhe exisEing l icenae wl th appropr lat .e
condLt ione.  Project  reEirement would have the fo l lowlng ef fect .e.

a Under a project  ret i rement a l t .ernat ive,  the energy
current , ly  generated by Ehe project  would be lost .
Hlscor ical ly ,  the projecE. has produced about 1?.9

o p e r a E l n g . 4 /

None of  Ehe projecta in the TuIe Rlver watershed Lnf luences
Ehe other projects '  operat ione,  nor do resources have the
potent ia l  co be cumulat lvely af fected by the cont inued operat ion
of  Edisonre proJect  ln combinat lon wlch other act . lv l t ies ' ln the
area- .Baeed on_our prel imlnary revLew of  Edleon'e appl lcat ion,
I lmiEed ecope of  the project . ,  lack of  propoeed chanq; i  ln proiect
operaEion,  werve deEermlned that ,  t .here would be no iumulat , ive-
impacts ae a reeul t .  of  cont inued operat ion of  the Lower Tule
P roJec t .

They are- the Sequola Ranch project ,  FERC No, 8G?9, owned by
Sequoia Land and Power,  Inc. , .  North Fork Tule Creek project
{ a . k . a .  O ld  Oak  Ranch  Wa te r  power  p ro j ec t . ) ,  FERC No .  61 i6 ,
owned by Ordell O. and Rlta A, port,wood; and Indlan Hydro
Plant ,  No.  I  Project ,  FERC No. 5OG?, Iocated on the tu ie
River Indian Reeervat ion.  None of  these projecte may be
operated in the future wi thout  obtain ing i  new exempl ion or
I icenge f rom the ConmiesLon.

gigawatt  hourg of  e lectr ic i t .y  per year,  Edison
del ivers th ie e lecEr ical  power Eo aerve customers in
the Cal i fornLa-Mexico Power Area.

a The project  d iverelone,  forebay,  and exieEing
recreat ional  faci l l t iee would have to be maintained by
sone unknown encicy l f  some or a l l  of  Ehe projecc
faci l i t lee remained. I f  the divereions were removed.
any exist lng recreat ional  benel i ts  aEtr ibuted those
fac i l iE l ee  wou ld  be  l og t .

.  There would be aigni f icant  costs involved in ret i r ing
the powerhouse, penotock,  and appurt .enant faci l iE iee
and higher cosEs i f  any or  a l l  of  the project ,
faci l i t iee were removed.

a The environmenEal enhancemenEa current,Iy proposed by
Edieon would be foregone.

AE t.his point., we are nof, aware of anyone recommending
project .  ret l rement wi th or  wi thout  removing t .he project
diverelona.  Therefore,  we do not ,  conaider project  ret , i rement a
real l -s t . lc  a l tsernaElve to re l iceneing tshe projects and do nots
intend t .o at ,udy the al ternat ive fur ther.

5.0 SCOPE OF CIJIIIUIJATM INALYSIS Al{D RESOURCE ISSUES

5.1 Cunul l t lve Ef fects

According Eo Ehe counci l  on Environmencal  Qual icy 's
regu laE ione  f o r  imp lemen t l ng  NEPA (50  cFR  51508 .? ) .  an  acE ion  may
cauee cumuilat.ive lmpact,a on t.he environmenE if iEs impacte
over lap in space and/or  t ime r , r i th t .he impacts of  oeher past .
preaenE and reaeonably foreaeeable fut .ure acEions,  regardless of
i , rhaE agency or  peraon undertakeg guch other act ions.  CumulaEive
ef fects can reaul t  f rom indiv idual ly  mingr but .  col lect ively
elgni f lcant  acEiona taklng place over a per iod of  t ime, inc luding
hydropower and ot.her land and water development act.iviEies.

There are two ot ,her operat ing projects in t .he Tule River
Baein ( f igure 2) .  Immedlately upstream from the Lovrer Tule
ProjecE, on the Doyle Fork le Ehe Tule ProjecE, FERC No. 1333,
operated by the Paci f ic  Gae and Electr ic fCompany.  About 8.5
mi leg downet. ream of  the Lower Tule Project 's  powerhouse, ig the
Success Power Project ,  FERC No. 6136, owned by the Lower Tule.
River l r r igaEion DLstr ic t  and operat .ed by the Army Corps of
Englneere.  Three other projects ln the baein were exempEed from
I lceneing,  but  no longer have exempEion ataEus and are not
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5.2 ProJect  Specl f lc  R€gourc€ Iaau€a

A prel lminary l is t  of  regource igeueg and concerne that  vre
have ident l f ied for  analyeis in the EA is preaented below, In
analyzlng the ieeuee, we wi l l  evaluate var ioug measurea to
mit igate,  protect ,  or  enhance the resources.  This l ie t  is  not
lntended to be exhaushi-ve or  f inal ,  but .  is  an in i t . la l  l lsEinq of
Legues EhaC have been raleed and could be poEent ia l ly
s lgnJ, f lcant .  For convenience,  the l "asuea have been l is ted ln
categor ies re lat ,ed t ,o technical  d iacip l inee,

5.2. t  oeology and goLl6 R€gourc€s

l EffecE,s of proJect, operation and malntenance on geology
and eoi le resources and meagures necessary to prevent
erosl-on and sedl .mentat ion.

5.2.2 Aquat lc Rosourcea

> EffecEs of  project  f lows on water t .emperature and water
qual i t ,y .

> Ef fectB of  proJect  f lowa on f ish habi t ,at  and f ish
ecology ( inc luding int ,eracE, ions between nat ive and non-
nat ive,  game and non-game f igh aesemblagee).

> Ef fecEs of  the propoeed f ieh return system on f ish
passage.

r  Ef fects of  project .  operats ion on aEream channel
maintenance and etabi l iEy.

)  Ef fecls of  projec!  operat . ion on sediment t ransport  and
f iah epawnlng.

5.2.3 Terreatr la l  Rosourcea

I  Ef fect .s of  exiet ing crossings and proposed eecape
structures acronE Ehe open canal  eegment of  the
project . 's  water conveyance system on wi ld l i fe
morE.a1l ty.

I  E f f ec t s  o f  Ehe  p ro j ec t ' s  11 ,000 - f oo t . - l ong ,  66 -k i l ovo l t
t . ranemleel-on lLne on poesib le b i rd e lectrocut , ion or
co l l i s l on  haza rds .

)  Ef feccs of  proJect .  f lowa on etreambank stabl t lby,
proper management of riparian vegeEation, and
produccive t im.ber lande adjacent to stream channele,

5.2,4 Threet€n€d, Endangered and Forest  gerv ico gpocL€s

0 0 8 ) ,

Intervenors-- thoee on Ehe Comrnlsgl .on'e gerv lce l is t  for  th is
proceeding (part lee)--are reminded of  t ,he CommLegion'e Rules of
Pract lce and Procedure,  requir lng parE, lee f i l lng documente wi th
the Conmlgsion to serve a copy of the document on each person
whoge name appears on t .he of f ic la l  eerv ice l is t .  3/  Further,  i f
a party f l lee commente or  documentE wi th the Commlssion re lat lng
to the mer l ts  of  an issue thac may af fecE the responsibi l i t les of
a part icular  resource agency,  they muet a lso aerve a copy of  the
document on the reeource agency.

4.0 PROPOSED ACTION llID AIJTERNATIVES

4.1 Edl ,aon'e Propoaed Act ion

Edleon proposes Eo contlnue t.o operat.e and maLntal,n the
Lower Tule Project  to provlde electr ic  generat ion capaciEy and
energy for lte customera, and t.o provide a number of
environmental protectlon and enhancement measures for the non-
poner reaourcea in the project  area.

{ . 1 .1  P roJec t  Fea tu ros

The  ex l e t l ng  p ro j ec t  cong ie te  o f :  ( 1 )  a  15 - f oo t -h i gh ,
concrete dam on the North Fork of the Mlddle Fork of the TuIe
River (Doy1e Fork)  i  (2)  a s- foot-h lgh,  rubble maaonry dam on the
South Fork of  the Middle Fork of  the Tule Rlver (Ne16on Fork) ;
( 3 )  a  31 ,802 - f oo t . - l ong  f l ow  l i ne ;  ( 4 )  a  2 ,815 - f ooe - l ong  sEee l
penstock, .  (5)  a 3.3? acre-foot  forebay;  (6)  a powerhouse
contalnLng t ,wo turbLne-generator  uni t .s  vr l th a t ,ota l  inetal led
capac i t y  o f  2 ,520  kW;  and  l 7 l  a  2 ' 352 - f oo t - I ong  t a i l r ace .

4 .L ,2  P roJoc t  ope ra t l on

Edlson proposeg Eo continue to operace the project a6t run-
of-r iver ,  wi th minimum f low releases f rom ei ther d ivereion dam Eo
Ehe Mlddle Fork,  ae meaaured below t .he junct , lon of  the Doyle and
Neleon Forks,  of  4.? cubic feet  per eecond (cfe)  f rom october
through May, and 9.1 cfe f rom ,June through SePtember,  or  Lnf low
i f  l eee ,  f o r  t he  p ro tec t i on  o f  f l gh  hab i t a t .

Edieon proposes no maJor modl f icat lons to Ehe project
facl l l t les and operat ione.

{.1.3 Propoeed Envlaonn€ntal Protoctton and Enhancement l,!6asure6

a/ the of f lc la l  aerv l .ce I l -eE, can be obtain by cal l ing the
Off lce of  the Secretary,  Dockels Branch aE (202) 2O8-2O2O,

t  Ef fecEs of  projecE operat lon and ndlntenance on Ehe
federal ly  l is ted endangered Cal l fo4nia condor,  American
peregr ine fa lcon,  and threatened vdl ley e lderberry
Ionghorn beet le,  Cal i fornla red-Iegiged f rog,  and bald
eag le .

> Ef fecEs of  project  operat ion and mdintenance on Ehe
fol lowing r-orei t  ser i r ice Senei t lvelSpecies:  western
pond tur t le,  pal l id  bat ,  Townsend'd b ig eared baE,
western red bat , ,  foothi l l  yel low- legged f rog,
Cal l fornla leglees l izard,  and hardhead'

> Ef fecls of  project  operat j .on and maintenance on the
federal ly  l is t .ed chreatened Spr ingvi l le  c lark ia.

> Ef fects of  herblc ide use on sensic ive and l is ted
spec iee .

5.2.5 Cul lural  R€aourcod :

> Ef fecta of  project  operaEion and ml incenance on
archeologlcal  and hietor ic  g i tee and meaeures neceaaary
to comply wi th the Nat ional  Hietor ic  Pregervat ion Act .

5.2.6 Aeethet lc  Reaourcea

'  AesEhets ic ef fectss of  the wat.er  conveyance system as
viewed f rom highway 190. 

.

5.2.7 R€cr€at l ,on R€6ourc6a and lJand use :

> Ef fects of  proJect  operat ion and maintenance on the
increaeing demand for  recreat lon opporEuniEies in Ehe
p ro jecE  a rea .

> Ef fecEa of  apply lng herbic ides for t  park maintenance
versua possib le e ide ef fects on paik uaers.

> Ef fects of  proJect  operaElon on exiet ing and poEent ia l
angl ing on nat . ive and non-nat ive s i reciee,  game and non-
game speciee.

5.2.8 Developnental  Regourcee i

'  Ef fects of  any enhancement meaeure!  ident i f led dur ing
ecoplng that  may have an ef fect .  onl  project  economics.

I

D cont inue to maintain minimum f lowel in Ehe Middle Fork '
immediately below the confluence of the Doyle and
Nelson Forke,  of  9.7 cfe dur ing i lune,  ,July,  August ,  and
SepEember;  and 4.? cfg f rom october L though May 31,  or
t .he natural  inf low to the projecE,. i f  lesg than the
minlmum fLor., requirement.

)  Cont inue to operate and maintain Ehe f ish drum
installed immediately downsEream of the convergence of
the condui ta carry ing water d ivertbd f ron the Doyle and
Nelson Forks.

> DeeLgn and inst .a l l  a f ish return eyetem to return f ieh
entra ined aL the Lntake to the Tule River.

> Cont lnue implement ing Edison's endhngered specie8 Alerc
Program.

I AdoPt Ehe ForesE Servlce guideline-e for brueh removal
and- ground dlaturblng activities d'Lrring mainEenance of
vegetat ion in the ProjecE area.

'  Ma lnEa in  ex i sE ing  c rosn lngs  ac ross l  t he  p ro j ecE rs  8 ,584 -
foo!- long open cand, l  to faci l l taEe'wi ld l i fe movements.

> InsEaII  three wl ld l i fe eecape stru-cturea ln Ehe
projecE'e open canal  and forebay t ro augment wi ld l i fe
movement.  i

> cont inue to lmplement Edison's Raptor Protect ion
Program.

> work wi th che ForeaE Service to deivelop an inberpret ive
program to acqualnt local communlEies and echool
cni tdren wi th operat lon of  Ehe hydroelectr ic  project
and aesociat.ed environmental concerns '

Improve management measures to cuib vandalism and over
crowding aE it8 Upper and Lovrer Coffee Day CamP Use
Areas .

4.2 gtaf f 's  uodl f lcat lon to Locter  Tu16'a Propoeed Act l 'on

I
The staf f  wi l l  conelder ml t igat ion and. ' ,enhancenent

mea€rurea noE propoaed by Edlson.  
-e l ternat i r ie 

meagureg could
lnclude recomtnendaEions by reeource agencieg, other
organizat iona,  the general  publ ic ,  or  the staf f .  I f  any
rnodificaclon conaldered by Etaft would reduge por{'er ProducEion
from the propoaed proJecE, the etaf f  wi l l  evaluate the costs and
t .he poEenl ia l  lncrbaee in a i r -borne pol luts ion caused by replacing
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comment.a and informaEion received dur ing t .he scoping process.

2.2 gcoplng Ueet ings

In addi l ion to wr i t . ten comment,a eol ic iEed by Ehie Scoping
DocumenE, werre hold ing two ecoping meet. ings Eo eol ic i t ,  any
verbal commenta and view point,e you may wigh t,o offer concernlng
lhe project .  A dayt ime meetLng wi l l  be or ienEed for  oEher
agencles,  and an evening meet ing,  or iented for  the publ ic .  we
invi te your at tendance at .  e i ther of  t .he meet inge
to help us ident i fy  the acope of  iasues that  ehould be analyzed
In the EA. The timee and locaEione of Ehe t.wo meeE.inga are aa
fo l Lowa :

The scoping meetings will be recorded by a court. reporter,
and al l  s tat .ement.s (oral  and wr i t ten) wi l l  become part  of  the
Commlsslon'e publ ic  record for  the project .  rndiv lduals
present lng atatements at  the meet inge wi l l  be asked to c learLy
ldenci fy t ,hemeelvee for  Ehe recold.  Interested part ies who
chooee not to speak or who are unable to aEtend either scoping
meet lng may provide wr l lEen commenbs and informat ion Eo Ehe
Comml-esion as descr ibed in gect ion 3.0 of  Ehe Scoping Document.

Vfe ' re a lso planning a s i t .e v ie i t  to the Lower Tule Project ,
on Tueaday,  Apr l l  27,  1999. We wi l l  meet aE 9:00 Al t  aC the
parking lot  of  the US ForeaE Service,  Tule River Ranger DisEr ict ,
32588 Highway 190, Spr ingvi l Ie,  Cal i fornia.  Thoee who wlsh Eo
atEend ehould cont .act .  i tohn w. I rwln,  909-3911-8715 by Fr lday,
Ap r t l  23 ,  1999 .

3.0 REQUEST FOR INFORITTATION

we request .  federal ,  s tate,  and local  reeource agenciee,
Indlan t , r ibee,  ot .her ent i t . ies,  and indiv iduala to forward t .o the
CommiEgion informat ion that .  t .hey bel ieve vr i l l  assist .  the
CommiseLon st .af f  in conduct ing an accurate and t .horough analysis
of  the eiEe-epeci f ic  as srel l  aa cumulatLve ef fect .s of  l icensing

the Lower Tule ProjecE. Typee of  informat. ion $re request  inc lude,
but  are not  l imj .Eed t ,o,  the fo l lowing:

> Informat ion,  quant i t .aEive data,  or  profeeeional
opLnlons tha!  may conEribute to def in ing the
geographical  and temporal  scope of  the analyeis and
ldent i fy lng s igni f lcant  environmenEal  issues;

> Ident i f icats ion of ,  and informat ion f rom any other
6nvironmental  document or  s imi lar  etudy (p ievious,  on-
going,  or  p lanned),  re levanE to the propoeed I iceneing
of  the Lower Tule Project ;

D Exiat ing informat ion and any qYanci tat , ive data tha!
would help Eo describe the paet and present. act.ions and
effecEs of  Ehe projecE and other developmental
act lv i t ies on environmental  and socioeconomic
reftourceE ;

t  InformaElon lhaE would help characEer ize exist . ing
environmentg and habi tsatst

t  Ident i f icat lon of  any federal ,  s tate,  or  local  reaource
plane,  environmental  lmpacE aEatement.s,  and fuEure
project .  proposala in t .he af fecEed re€tource area,  euch
as propoaale tso construct or operate rrrater t.reatment
faci l i t iee,  recreaEion areas,  water dLversions,  t . imber
harvest  act iv i t les,  or  f ieh managemenE programa;

t DocunentaEion that would aupport a conclusion vrhether
or not the proposed proJecc contributes to adverse or
benef ic ia l  ef fects on regources;  and

' DocumentaEion ehowing why any resource€l should be
bxcluded f rom fur thei  study or  considerat ion.

InEerested parEles musE f i le  Eheir  scoping comments wiEh Ehe
Commiseionl"no la ler  than 50 days f rom the igauance dace of  th la
acoplng document.  Thig inc ludecr any re levanE copies of  daEa,
reporta,  or  other documentat ion support . ing posiEions taken.
wr i t . t .en eubmissiong muEE be senE t .o:

Davld P.  Boorgera,  g€cretaay

Off lce of  the g€cretary

F€d€ra1 Energ:z Regulatory Comrleelon
888  F l , r g t  g t r €€ t ,  N .E .
l{a8hlngton, Dc 20426.

AII  wr i t ten f i l inge must c lear ly ident i fy  t .he fo l lowing on
Ehe fLrst  page: t rower Tule Hydroelectr lc  ProJ€ct  (FERC No. 3?2-

V. EWIRONMENTAIT ANALYSIS
A. General  Descr l ,pEion of  the Project  s i te and Tule River

Basin
B. Propoeed Act lon and Other Recommended Environmental

Measurea
1. Geology and soi ls  Resources
2.  AquaElc ReEources
3.  Terrestr ia l  Resourcea
4. ThreaEened and Endangered Speciee
5.  CulEural  Resources
5.  Aesthet ic  Reaources
7.  Recreat lon Reaource8
8. Developmental Reaources

C .  No -Ac t i onALEernaE i ve

VI. DEVELOPMENTAL ANALYSIS
A. Power and Economic Benef i ts  of  Ehe Project
B.  cost  of  Environmental  Enhancement Measurea
c.  No-Act . ion Al ternacive

VII. COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT AND RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE

VIII.CONSISTENCY VIITH COMPREHENSIVE PI,ANS

IX. RECOMMENDATIONS OF FISH AND WII,DLIFE AGENCIES

X. FINDING OF IOT NO] SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

XI. I,ITERATURE CITED

XII .  LIST OF PREPARERS

6.0 EA PREPARATION SCHEDULE

The.prel iminary echedule for  prepar ing t .he EA for  the Lower
TuLe Project  l -e as fo l lows:

7.0 DRAFT EA OUTIJTNE

The tental ive ouEl ine for  t .he Lower TuIe project  EA is as
fo l l ows :

SUM}IARY

I.  APPLICATION

II. PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION
A. Purpoae of  Act ion
B. Need for power

III. PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES
A.  Ed i son 'e  p ropoea l

B .
c .
D ,

1.  Project  Faci l i t les and Operat ions
2.  Proposed Environmental  Measures
3.  Mandatory Requlrements

a.  Sect lon 18 Fishway preecr ipEions
b.  Water Qual i ty  cert i f icate 

-Condi t ions

S ta f f ' s  Mod l f l ca t , i on  o f  Ed l son ' s  p ropoaa l
No-Act ion Al ternat . ive
Al ternat ivee Conaldered but  El imlnat ,ed f rom Detai led
Study

IV. CONSUT,TATION AND COMPIJIANCE
A. AgencyConsuLt,at . ion
B. InEervent ions
C. Scoplng
D .  wa te r  Qua l iEy  Ce rE l f i ca t i on

Day trta€tl.ng I Evenlng Meetlng

Tuesday,  Aprt l  2?,  1999 |  rueaday,  Aprt l  27,  1999
1 t 0 0  P l r  |  7 : 0 0  P M
aprlngrvlllo vecerane Menorl,al I sprtngrvtlle vet€rans MaurorLal

Bulldlng I Butldtng
359'ltl ll lghway 190 | 359,1.1 Hlghway 190
8prtngvllle, Call.fornla I sprtngvllle, Callfornl.a

IIITJESTONE TAROET DAIE

Receive Scoplnq Comments Mav 27,  L999

Ready for EnvLronmenEal
Analysis Not ice,  request ing
f inal  terme and condiE.J-one,
recommendationB, comments and
reply comments

h l i n t e r  1999

Draft. Environmental Assesament Sp r i ng  2000

Final Envlronmental Assessment Fa l l  2000
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I

The comnisgion wi I I  use the EA Eo decidb whether t .o issue a
new l l .cense for  the l ,ower Tule Project ,  and i f  so,  n i th nhaE
condl t lons should be lncluded in the l icenge. The ForesE serv ice
inEenda to use t.he EA ae a guide in prescribing rnandatory
condi t lons for  any l l .cenee the Commieslon ie leues for  Ehe project
that  lnvolves land of  the Sequoia Nat ional  Fbrest ,  pursuant to
aect lon 4 (e)  of  the FPA.

2 .O  SCOPING 
:

Scoping i .e Ehe proceas used to ident i fyq ieeuee, concern€, ,
and opportuni t ies associated vr l th a propoaedl  act ion.  According
Eo NEPA and the Council Of Environmental Qua:lit,y, this
process should be conducEed ear ly in the planning stage of  the
p ro j ecc .

2. f  PurpoEeE of  gcoplng 
i

The purposes of  th is scoping documenE are as fo l lowe.

> Invi te part ic ipat ion of  federal ,  s ' tate,  and local
reEource agenciee,  Indian t . r ibea,  ,and indiv iduals to
ident i fy  s igni f icant .  environment.a l ,  and eocioeconomic
issues re laEed to the proposed act t ion.

'  DeEermine Ehe depth of  anatyels and s igni f icance of
isguee to be addreeeed in the EA,

> Ident i fy  how t .he project  would or ,would noE contr ibut .e
to cumulat ive impacts to Ehe project  area.

> rdentLfy reaeonable al ternat ives do t ,he projecE that .  we
should evaluate.

> El imlnate f rom detai led sEudy the! i t " , r . "  and resources
t .hat  don' t  require detai led inalydis dur ing review of
t he  p ro j ec t .

Following the ecoping meeeings and comr{ent period, all
iesues ra ised wi l l  be reviewed and decie ionei  made as to Ehe level
of  analyaie needed. I f  prel iminary analyeid indicacee that  any
leeuee present,ed in th ie ecoping document have l i t t le  potent ia l
for  caueing s igni f icant  impacte,  the iesue gr  iesuee wi l l  be
ident i f ied and the reaaons for  not ,  provtdin i  a more det .a i led
analyaie wl l l  be glven ln t ,he EA.

The scaf f  wi l l  revige th le documenE a€t  l rnecesaary to ref lect .
commenta received during the comment period l,and then iesue
Scoping Document 2.  In the event no lubgt .ant ia l  commenta are
received and no revisione Eo scoping Docume{rt 1 are nece€aary,
we' I1 so noE. l fy  parE. ic lpants by leEter.  Thd EA wl l l  address
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Lower TuIe Project
FERC No.  372-008

1.0 ITITRODUCTION

On ,June ]-2, L998, the SouEhern Caljl 'fornia Ediaon company
(Edigon) f l led an appl icat lon vr i th the Federal  Energy Regulacory
CommLeeion (Commleeion) to re l icense the exist ing 2,520-ki lowatE
(kl { )  Lower TuIe HydroelecEr ic Project  (projecc).  The project  ie
Iocated on the Middle Fork of  the TuIe River in Tulare counEy,
cal i fornla ( f lgure 1) ,  The project  occupiee abouu 190 acres of
land wlEhi .n t .he sequoia Nat lonal  ForesE, administ .ered by the U.s.
Foreat  Service (Forests Service).

The  p roJec t ' e  o r i g l na l  l i cense  exp i r ee  on  \ r une  14 ,  2000 .
The Commiesion, under Ehe authoriEy of the Federal Power Acc
(FPA),  : , /  may lseue a new l l -cense for  up to 50 years.  I f  a new
I l .cense le not  iegued by the t ime Ehe or ig inal  } icense expires,
the project  wi l l  operate under annual  l ibeneee per the terms and
condiEiona of  the or ig inal  l icenee. The Forest  serv ice
recommende t.hat any new license for the project cont.ain an
expirat ion daEe chat  col-ncidea $r i th the expirat ion of  lhe Paci f ic
Gae  and  E lecE r i c ' a  Tu Ie  R l ve r  P ro j ec t ,  EERC No .  1333 ,  so  EhaE  the
Lorrrer TuIe and Tule River Projecta could be evaluated at Ehe aane
t. ime in a wat.erghed-wide analyeie.

Under t ,he Commleglon'e regulaEl-one,  iseuing a new I icense
for  the proJect  f l rs t  requlree preparat ion of  e i t .her an
Envl.ronmental Assessment (EA) or EnvironnenEal Impact SEaEement
(EIS),  tn accordance r . r i th Ehe Nat ional  Environmental  PoI icy AcE
(NEPA) of  L969 Z/ .  The ConmieeLon, as lead agency,  and U.s.
Foreet  Servlce (Forest  Service),  as cooperaEing agency,  wi I I
prepare a Joint  EA to decide whether ieeuing a I icense would be a.
maJor federal  act ion elgni f lcanEly af fect ing Ehe qual iEy of  the
human environmenE. The EA wl l l  deecr ibe and evaluat .e the s i te-
epecl f lc  and cumulat lve ef fecce of  Edison'e propoaed act ion in
i ts  new l lcenee appl icat ion,  and other a l ternaEives.
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DA88t Xlrob 2a, 1999

t|at{onllrDrru lot The Agencyr/Party AddreEsed

EnDatBcar scoplng of envlronnental lsEues for a new license
appitcitton for the exletlng,Lo!'€r Tule ProJect
(F-nnc xo.  3?2-oos) - -cal l fornla

The F€d€ral Energy Regulatory conrnlselon (cornrnlselon) le

revfertr,q- itre apptlca€ion ior a nin llcen'e for the contlnued

6i;Aaid and rniintenance of the 2,s2o-kLlosatt Lower aule
pio ' tect  No. 3?2-oo8 (proJect) .  The hydroelectr lg Prolect  ie.

i ; ; ;6 
"n 

tn"  tufe n ivel  In 'Tutare County,  Cal i fornla,  part la l ly

nlthin the Sequola National Foreat.

Under the Natlonal Environnctntal Pollcy Act-of 1969 and- the

Commleslonre regulat lons,  lssulng a hydropoi ter  r rcense ror  Ene
prolect would b6 an action that iegulres the conrnlsslon to

i r .6.""  e l ther an Envlronrnental  Assessnent (EA).or .an

invironrnental fmpact stat€ment (EIs) ' The cotnmlsslon wlrr be

preparlng an EA for the Project.

To ensure that  a l l  pert lnent  lesues.are ldent l f ied and

analvzed ln the EA, the l taf t  Is  sol lc l t lng wr l t ten comments. f rom

aopr-opr late federal ,  s tate,  and local  resource aqencres,  rndlan

[ i iu. - t , - ina other lntereat id pereone through l . : " "p+"9,gT:: : : t '
The Durpose of  the scoplnq proceaa la to ldent l fy  s lgnl t rcanE

issuls ie lated to the l icensing of  the Project ,  lncrudlng lsEues

ielatlng to $hether the proposed- proJect would contrlbute to

curnulative lnpacts ln the project area'

The attached Scoplng Document includes a brlef descrlption

or tne- l roposed act lo i t ,  i  t ts t  of  prel ln lnary environrnental

i ; ; ; ;  ia" i t rer"a by the staf f ,  potent la l  a l ternat lveg,  and a

tietlrninary echedule for preparatl'on of the EA'

DetalIs on provldlng trrltten conrnents appear ln. the scopJ'ng

docunent. Iou rnay dlrect any queatlona. or concernE to

H""-iiii"", Envlro-nnental cooidlnator, at the Federal Energy

il;"i;t;;i ' c"to.istion, oertce of Hydiopower Llcenelng, 888 First

st ieet ,  Hi ,  v fashlngton,  Dc 20426'  (2o2,  2t9- .2938'

Attachrnent: scoPlhg Docunent
Hal l ing LIst

I
I

I
I

i

4
hu*y&u-

/t/"s_.aSCOPING DOCT'I{ENT 1- - \ " " \

1
LOWER TULE PROitEqT

'
F E R C  P r o J e c t  N o .  3 7 1 - 0 0 8

Federal Energy Regulat.ory Com$iasion
office of Hydropower Licenging

888  F l r sE  S t ree t ,  NE  i
washington,  D.C. 20426,

:
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The CoDnj.ssLonrs pol lcy le that  cooperat lng agencies nay not
al6o be lntervenors in a proceeding because it rrould be
lnconslstent sith the Connlsslonrs ex-parte ruleg. This
prohibltlon applles even if a cooperatlng agency terrninates its
cooperatlng agency etatus.

DroJaot Coorllinatorg

CAneLEElgD Forest servlce
Nan Al l .en (HL-1,1.4)  Judl  Kaiser
ProJect coordinator olstrict Ranger
Federal. Energy Regulatory U.S. Forest service

cornnission TuIe River Ranger District
888 First  s t reet ,  NE 32588 Hlghuay 190
Washington, Dc 20426 springvllle, cA 93265
Phone: (2021 2L9-2938 Phone: (209) 539-2607
FAX: (2O2' 2\9-2152 PAX: To be provided
nan.al len€ferc. fed.us e-naiL:  To be provlded

rernlnatior of Lolt

Either agency nay tennlnate lts lnvolvetnent ln thls
agreerlent uith 30 days vrltten notlce to the other agency.

we appreclate the lnteragency cooperatLon and coordlnatlon
of the Forest Servlce ln acconpllehlng nutual interests for the
Lor,rer TuIe Ri.ver Project, and Iook forrrard to vorklng vith you
and nenbers of your staff.

4

cc: Rlck Swanson, Hydropower Coordinator
U.S'. Forest servlce Headquarter6
Audltors Building, 4 South
201 14th Street  SW
ltashington,  D.C. 20250

Dj.llp Paul, Reglonal Hydropolter Coordinator
U.S. Forest  Service
Regional  of f lce
630 Sansome Street
San'Francisco,  CA 99802-1628

Brlk ostly, Forest Hydropover CoordLnator
U,,S.  Forest  Servlce
Sequoia National Forest
900 W. Grand Avenue
Porterv i l le ,  CA 9325?-2035

Wealey liloody, ceneral llanager
Southern California Edison company
2244 Walnut crove Avenue
P . O .  B o x  8 0 0
Rosemead, CA 91770

Publ lc  Fi les
I'talling List

t9t-,,

slncerely,

(oil,G
I carot L. sarnpson
r,/ Dlrector

offlce of Hydropower LlcensinE

f concur lrlth thls LoU!

tual f,alsor, Dlstrlot RaDEor

Enclosures

a

Dato

llth I LDd.podca. g
P.0. F.- 96090
ura!_Ln5to, l)c 200*5ogo

'/'A-\ f)1 Lzl st{Ls

(gl)ffifiilL"' Pot G.Jt

Scrrlo6

lr: r r r6toa
Ot)llcc

Epc lo5u rz  I

l lr. Deaa L. Sbuaray
Di rec tor r  D1y1s1oo o f  p roJec t  Reg ie ,
Offlc€ oi EtdFopoyor Llcolslag
Ped€ral Eaergy Regulalort Cooot.3sloo
825 l lo r lh  Cap l io l  S tF tor ,  l | .8 .
l 'a.tbbgtoD , D.C. 20126

loply lo:

DaL:

?'t70

sEP i I i99l

D e a r ' H r .

':h1r Lsi:er iol.l.ov3 up oD our Juue 26, t99l , EoollDg :o dscuss j.ssucs rrlaied:o rbe JoSr Foresr s€rvlcez?ederal. bergy ReSulaLory corolsslo"-iiii,il
NarlooaL gDvlrDD€Dtal pollcy Ac! (yipl) revfev pFocess. f" .ppro"i"i"o tl"oppor.uD:ty '-o Eoo: ud dlscuss lbe ?aflous coDcorD, !ba! haye icea flscdv:1lo our ASeDclcs ha"e Jololr.y prspared s€versJ. elvlroarelual 

"t"r""*o=,(tl). ltuv of tbese :r3ue3 lavc coEe tro& lbe-Bocky rb*c"i.-n"iiJi-?t"sro= :tt:":": 
i:m a.hd tbo l:apa_bo_Aoosevel,r Natlo'a] pores; bave U""o-"i.itg o" 

"Jc:rl El ior tho 3!u3 EjIl proJect. 3elov ls a suE a.-y of the Eoetr.i,lf,crudi'' '-bc rlsi ot a;le'dees' lssues ralsed, a'feeleDts, aao prolo-lcc
:ol.fov-up acglo!.

LUtt (P trrEtDEts

D.rn Sb.l.ErBy, Dlrccio:, D1vls1oD of pioJ*i ievler (DpR), ?BgC
Er5:LEa lt8aard, &s1s!ar! C€Deral CoulsoL, OCC, pgrc
l{or:.J.ll la:bayat, oCC. pBnC
illrE-Fd l"brss, lssocia-.o Dlreclor, DpR, ignc
3loDas Doil.:3, Cb.1ef, yost Brarch, D?R, FBRC
gldy Crouec, Ctslct,. brl'roDEatat lcylcy Sectl.oa, g8st Flac!, DpR, pBnC
lra f{!lcs, C!1of, lccraailo! 8!d t,ld lrs6 t}a1t, &.t fr.""lrJpir-i*;'
?or Carp, &r:.roD.E'g.t prog.cllo! Spcclallr! r'fS CoorO:-oaiJr;-#;-."
CottdoB $all, Dlrctor, l:!ds, porcs! SarTlca
El.cauor ?oy!!, D!.ac!or, Lands, lcg1oa 2, poFas! Scrrl'cc
.St{art Sbcl',o!, 0c, lt$^
Su!5!!a Brora, P88C Coorrdlaa3or, por.s! Sorvl,cc
Ellrl SEIU'-iA, hvlFoDrc8lt] CooFdLastloa, porcs! Scrvlcc
Src Eallcestl, P8SC CoorrdLaalor, lcglo! 2, poF.st S.F1cc
f5 86r!!, h.ods porcsicr, blpr.ho_loor.rclt iatlolrl ?orast
Pr1l raltrca, !ag:'o!el &v!'oo'.!g.r coorl[-Degor, Ecg10a 6, go!!3: s.rrlcc
gr|llE

t'G ldcst!,tlcd r.ad rddFasGd rss.cr rerlg.d go tb. JotEg rtpl DroGsr. t!ar.Scfudcd (r) t'c l8.Dct dcg.r{-Drt10a, (2) dc!.nt-E!,:10n or :lc_rr*..tiFii
Evlrsqroa'.rl :rprct stalclcnr (E!S), (3) tbc !cop!-E6 lr:cfcuri-g-.11..-.6"--oot.r.. , . . , - . . -  : - .  : _  - - .' 

,-- ..-.3 i3
-  - ' : ' l  

' ' i g - '

U ) : ' r ' -

..4::..
' : .V., N., rDean L. ShuBeay

andr typs  or  a l ie rDaEtves  to  be  ara lyzed,  (5 )  tbe  aDouDL o f  j .n ro rDa-e loo  recdeaLo co . tp te te  aa  EA or  g IS ,  a rd  (6 )  lop l l ca : loDs o f  FSRC' "  
"u" "or  

rO(J j -
n r leoarL .g .  ge  a lso  d lscussed fo l lou-u i  ac l l v r !1es  to  a l rov  ro ,  e " i i . " ,coordloatlon beleeeo fErc aad rhe Fo.es! servlce. Eacn tssue ts 

"JJi"""*be lou  r l tb  l l s  agreed- to ,  so lu t loo .

-@
up io  uov ,  1 r  bas  Do!  bee '  c lear  cb :cb  €eocy  eourd  ta re  rbe  lead 5  coDduc: -E
a jol.t !.{ or rIS. it eas agreed thar tlAc aould be rbe r.ead 

"g"o"j 
i*". :,Ea les  tbe  r loa l  r1ce5sLog de le ro l ra r roD.  r f  FgRc lssues  a  r rce ise , ' : ien  . , le

io .es t  se :v ice  v1r ' l  rs rue  a  spec la i  use  au lbor iza ! :oD (ercepr  ro  
" i "c : " :  " " " " "ubere rbere vould be a! uDacceplabr.e t-EpacD oD Fores!, 

""sour."s 
ti ' tue lo:es:

Servlce l,3sued a.u au!hor1a,!1o! tor ibe pnoJec:).

Deteid-letloa ol tbc fecd for aa EIS

There bas bceD coDces about boe to proceed 1f our agescles d1sa6:ee ove: ibereed to r  aD EIS dur .^g  tbe  Jo l -u t  l l :pA proces ' .  h .e  uoders iaad !b ; i :ERC
noraa'fly p!'epa:'es a9 EA !o deie.E:lrp sbeiber a.D g:s 1s Deeded. ire'ic:es;
serv . l cers  l l lP l .e8u ia t l .Ds  areo  a l foc  fo r  a .a  EA io  ue  pr "pareo :o -o" i " " r : : " : le
Deed ror ar Ers. ru.rber, gbe Foreg! servlce ca.o p:.epare, as iEic of.,er ooes,
Elt1gai1ve ias (ag Ebat' coDcl.ude a.a eDvlroDEeDgal lopact s:ageoeat is oo;
needed sLnce proJec: topacLs eould be c:.!,tgared to :ns1goMc"o-"). i i""u:or",
ve a6nec ibat ulless both ateDcles declde up trca! tbai al ErS r,s Deeded, uc
sould Jol! '-ry prepa--e a! EA to delember sheibe. arc grs 1" Deeded. aope:lrlr, rthe. Jglot Siorla!1oa gatborl 'g aod e'"iroD.oeDtal a.Darysls p""i""" ,ouio esali.
both ageDcles 

"o 
coie to tbe 'a-Ee coDcl.usl.D LD a.u EA 

""g.ad,bg 
ibe leea io, a5iis.

-!gg2lrB

:g vas u!c)'car a5 to via: ageacy vour.d colrduct sCOpLDg 3e3s1,oDs. :; tra: a€:.eca'ebat_ etiber age[ct colrld coaduc! t!es6 Ee'€trngs or lbe aee!{,gs cori]"d be bef,d
JoLDtlt. :b1J rourd Dc dccldcd oD a celr by case ba!15. Fgdts aer ro(J)
illcDarlug ald rcltce.lsLag regulatlous pro"ldo ror Dubllc *"tGr-i.riy r! :!epro-aDpllcettoD co'sullalloa pFoccss lor bJdropover l,lccDscJ. ri agrc- tuat,
suc! EsotLags could latlsrt tho scopLa6 rcqulrcoert; bocever, as aei lssues
ar1s6' tbo Por€st s.r?lc. a!d./or FERC ray aecd go coaduct aoir,tlooa! scopr.lg
sessloDs laisr 5 lbs prlcels. Tbe lJDc o! scop!-ag (c.g., Dect:-Egs, pboDe
call!, puDfl,c Doglces, lelgers, aad so fortb) rltl ra--y-ui.,l tl"i=iro: or:lu
proJect ald iDG lisues ralsod.

D-at lrrd :\p. of llacrrrtlv!'s brlr:d

La prcparLag eD El, lhr Forcs! S€r?lcc usuallt caa.El.ocs a btoad raagc oi
eltettall'ycs bctorc Earllt a dcclslod o! a proposcd ac!1o!. uc uudir:laad +a;
FBnC Dot'aally looks a! t!FG. al,tcraa!1yas: (l) tho proporcd actloa, (2) ao
ac3loD' 8.d (3) !!c ptoposed actloD yllh if.tfgatfol. SLDcc, t! thc cas. of
lydroPover 11ce-asr-8, tbc Forc:]! S.rrlcc 1r Do! Lat:1a;rrg'.bo proposcd aclloa,

Crnng to. the Lanc anc Srnrng P@gtc
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l { : .  Dean L .  ShuovaY

t r  aPPears  thac  our  I {EPA regu la : ions  a l tog  us  co  na : rov  chc  focus  o f :hc  l i :?A

r c v l c s  E o  s h c  a h r c e  . r c " r . i i i " . t  F E R C  n o r a a l l y - a n a l y : c s '  F u r c h c a '  F S R C ' 3

r c q u t r c d  p r c a p p l i c r c i o .  l o i " l t t t t o n  P s o c e s s  e l l o v r  c h c  F o r e s c  S c * l c c  : o

"x@lnc  
var tour  r1g3s .g l t " l  v lBh  rhc  aPPl lcanc  bc fora  an  aPPl lcs i lon  :o r

I t c c n s c  t s  f t l e d  g l t h  F E a C .

As rhe  lcsd  agency  :o r  a  Jo inc  EA '  F lgC sou l 'd  dec ide  Ehe range o f  a l i c r t8 : i vcs

co  be  ana ly :ed .  Ue there io re  agree rhac  shen-prePar lng  a  Jo in r  E l '  ve  vou ld

ana) ,yzc  on ly  the  chree  a lcc rnac lves  idenr i ' f ied  above '  l Je  agree thar  i :  o :hc :

p roJecc  a l tenra l l vcs  a re  ldenc t f led  dur inS Bhc consu lcac lon  phase buc  no t

e d o D c e d  ( e . 1 . .  a l t a r n a i : . v e  d e s i g n s '  s i c e  l o c a E i o n s ) '  c h e n  t h e  F o r e s i  S e - i : c

. . i ' i i l c ' i " i  i . " l  co  tdar "ss  ehose a lcernac lvcs  in  rhe  jo in t  E3 '  as

rpp t "p t i "a . .  and exp la ln  chy  chese a lcernac lves-vere  noc  cons ldered :u :3hc : '

e i l " r t .a t r " ,  vou ld  noc  be  an  iss"  ln  a  Jo lnc  EIS '  s l 'nce  boch agenc! 'es  eg :cc

" i r= ' " - " la . t  
rangc  o f  a l ie :na t fves  necd :o  bc  ana ly :ed  shcn PrePar lng  En ! :S '

Arounr of Intloaclon Nordcd go Ca-ttlelr en Fl' lEIS

There have bean lnsianccs ghere Ehe Foresc Serllcc Bnd FERC d!'satreod on th'

ooung o f  ln fonac ion  o t "dud b" fo ' "  s  NgPA docu8cac  cou ld  be  coop le :ed '  i t i l e

! h t s : G D a i n s  a  c o n c e r n  S o i - o l a e r  P s o J e c r s  
g h e r a  l t c e n s l n g  d e c t s l o n s  a : e  s : : : :

p " " i f i i ,  i i "  
"o . "u l . . . lon  

process ' tdent ! ' f led  tn  che l0 (J )  ru leoak tng  and

re l l cens iag  re5u la : ions  shou ld  e l io lnace ih ls  p rob len  ia  the  fu iu re  io :  nes

pt " f - " " l " . - - " : ; - i to :a  o" r ty "  f :oE requ€s! ing .add l t loaa l  ln iomac lon  !a :c  i i  : : " r

r e v : . e s  p r o c e s s .  , "  . g = " t ' : o  n o c i f y  c h e  a p t l l c a n c  e a : l y  t n  e h e  c o n s u l : a : i o :

; ; ; . ; t ' ; i  . " . . " " " :y - in fo roa t lon  and s iud les '  A lso '  che  Forese se :w1ce s i l l

[ r i " . - . " - igeCi "  
"= : ' .nc lon  

ear ty  ln  lbe  consu lcac lon  process  any  d !sa8:c !Ee: :s

; ; ; ; " i ;  cyp .  
"c  

ln fonae lon  needed f :oa  ch"  aPPt lcans '

ln  Ehor .  ea les  shcre  Ehcr6  r :G sc t l l  ln fonac lon  nccd3 on  a  Pcnd lng  l t scsc

" fp f f " t r fo . .  
ve  a t :Ge to  on ly  ask- fo r  th ts  ln :o roaEion  l f  t c  !s  necassery : r

(1 )  de :en ine  ! !P !css  
" .4  

ip i top t f "cc  o l t igac ton :  and (2 )  dc tc :u inc  P :oJcc :

cons lssency  u l th  ihe  ro t .sE ' ! f t "  o r  tncer fe renca v l th  chc  PurPosrs  o :3h '

f e c e r a ! : c s r : v a B i o n . F o r n e e ; i , r l l c a c l o n s . p o s s l b l e l n c o n s l s : e n c l c s s l l l b c
b ;ought  ro  lh .  rPPl ican t is  and i iRC ' '  n tc t t t c t 'on  car ly  tn  che process '  I f  = ' : c

io res :  Sca lcc  cannoc oDla ln  adequa:e  ln fo roac lon '  a ie )  condt3 tons  uou ld  bc

, r i "a " " -a t  oae3 Fo lesc  P l 'an  scandards  and gu lde l ines '

IEetlcEBlont gL thc lO(J) RulcosLinF

9c UGr .  concer icd  rbour  t 'ap l tca l lons  o f  EhG n .g  lO(J)  ru }coak ln t .3 . : .qu !3c :c : :

fo r  rhe  For€s3 Scnt tc .  to - i t t " fa "  co@ents  and A(a)  cond lE lon3 e t rh ln  50  Cr ] ' s

!=oo :hc dl3c ahr! 5SRC tnlotn..s !t ts :eady Go condscc en EA or EIS 5o: e

pro1cc ! .  A l :hough - -h"  f t t " t i - 'S tn r lcc  s !11  
" - "k t  " " " ty  

c f lo r t  to  bc :bc ly  1 :

p rcpa: ln8  4(c )  raPor : ! ,  -Gh€rc  
l sy  bc  sooe tnsEances  Yherc  &(e)  :GPo:3  cse :

be  oros lded e l ' ch l i  Ehc  od- l " i  i i i "  e t " " " '  g l r l le  c rGcnstoc  o f  E lEc  cs  bc

; " : : " ; : ; ;  , l= " -L . r " t ,  65egs  vhar  ia rsont  gou ld  lu rc l fv  an  o t :cns ton  o f

i t " . .  9e  undc :s3sd. r r " . - l * " " * rons  o f  c loc  s t t l  ieed  E;  bG Jus t ! ' : : !d  03  s

case by  casc  bes ls ;  u " " ' i . - i r " ' r i i " .a  L" . - " . r f f  due lcs  raqu l iad  dur la3  f l : c

season is  r  JssEt f tabre  ; r r ; ; ;  . ;  de lay  f t l l ng  o f  4 (a)  .ond l t , 'ons '  t :  v r r  3 :s

agr ted  tba !  L f  t Je  a re  sbor t -s ta f f 'd  eDd car r t r ( 'L  [ r rov f r ie  t lDeJ 'y  coEnenLs or  ! (c )

c ;od lg loDs,  tbeo the  re  sbou ld  p rov ide  a  echedu le  fo r  f l l l ng  lbe  f j r ra l

cood. t t lons .  F laa !  4 (e)  condt t lons  norua l l y  eou ld  be  Prov lded v l lh i !  q5  da-vs

f rc6  the  dase Lbe :o fc '  ; t \ /E I :  and our  Dec js loo l ' t lo l l ce  1s  co8Ple led '  I :  vas

a€reed tba !  l f  tne  io res t  Serv lce  csno i  Prov lde  q(e)  cond l t lons  on  t iBe  and

FEIC < ioes  Do!  6 ra !g  an  er tensJgn o f  t :ee '  the  I i (e )  coDdl t loDs cou ld  be

c o n J l d e r e d a s r e c o & n e l d a t l o D s o n l y ; h o r e v e r , t h e s e r o c o c t a t e D d a l l ' o D s v o u f d s i l l :
haee go  be  addres3ed bY FARC.  

{

one of the Pr:8ar:, reasons for delays lJ| ProvldlDg 4(e) reporls 1s gbe Jack oi

!\rndtD6 for rcsouFceg Decestary !o coDduc! lhelydroPoter revlee proces!'

Uhile iollectloo atreeaents sltb apPllcaoL3 havf helPed exPedlie Processj'e :t

goDe caset' these aSFeeEeDt3 Are slrlcl ly volunlary aad can only be u3ed che!

an  app l lca t l r  13  v f i ibg  !o  ea ter  f  io  such an  agreeeea! '  ! '  p roJecL loo  o f  n€s

appll iatloos for l lceDse or rellceDse Pould be l 'etDful 
tor budget Plannlss

p u r p o g c s s o t b a ! r e c a D e r r e c t l v e l y c a r r y o u L o . u r r e v l e r | o r h y d r o p o y e r p l a l e 3 :
app l lca t loD3.  

I

PorJ.ou{r fi

FEIC and abe ?ores! Se:vlce plan to couduci jol-Bi IIEPA tra1l!58 sessloDs io

Uueler acqua:.ut the Fores! Servl'ce f:eld srLb -ihe FEic process ' lhe Sore3t

Sei"lce tiEPA regulatloDs as they aPply to FEFClproJect'" ' ald ihe jolni iAlg:S

procdures- tbe ?oresc S€rvl,cers Proposed^tevlsed bydroposer haldbook sUl

ieflect out aEeDciest agreeDeals rela!1ng to 
"l ie 

jol-Bt NEPA process'

I
FEIC agreed ',o Provlde a 11e'. of anrlclPaled agPllcatloos for llceDse ard

rellceDte !o lbal ve caa delerolDe tbe a'aouDt 9f funOfng ne€ded !o aC!513"e:

our b!'droPoeer Protra!. lfe sould ltle rhe 1151 to cover lhe nexb 5 years'

I
I', ras suggesled at tbe leetlDg tbag tbe For€Ji Ssrrlce q(e) declslon lrlEbl 53

able to be LDcorporaged !.oio tf,e FERC L.lcensefso lDat !! 13 aPpeatable ibrou;:

i:nc -a :,herefore ultlDetely thtlugb tbe Couri of APPeaIe. ID etteci' 
"he

ioicst S€rv1ce could elb13ale lts iPpealg PFocess for tt(e) dect31oD3' !h13

-uil r"r" '.l,Ea sLace ?EnC aould Do! baee to r,.al! lt5 days oi longer lor tbe

4(e) declslou to clear the Forest servlce aPPeils p.ocess. olr offlce o!

GeBoraI CouDsel 1r nrrtbcr erDlorl!8 thjs oPtLoD'

lfe bGllevc tbc JuDe 26, 1991, aeogl.Ds g'as PtodPctlve aDd se app!'ecla'le the ope:

Otscuisfoa. I e"J'coEe any erDaDsloD or clarlf+catloD ot aDy ot tbe lsrues

Jicrlbed auove. Should you tlsb to torDall'yrtooeur rltb lbe coDteD"s of:h5

DeDoraadu!, a coacurrelce l1r! ls provlded belbs. Please call Ee at (202)

205-l2ll8 1t tou bavc a.oy questloDs or conDeDBsl; tia I'ook forsatd ?o eortLDE

ulbh Fu r! '-he nriure. 
I

!tr. Dean L. ShurrYaY

Sbeeic l t ,  /'r,.f 
,[ti/,'tf

Gomoll E. s{aJJ

I

I
I

I

or r rcG oF Hyo iopow.n  t - rcENsrN 
ProJec t  No '  3?2-oog-car l fo rn ia

G tower Tule River Hydroelectrlc proJect
Southern california Edison conpany

l, ia,

i
2 \

Irorest Service r,rl).1 pronptly lnforD the CoT-l.ssLon of any needs
to revise the schedule presented in EncloErire 2. The
lnterdleciplJ.nary team neubers for the conilssion are ll.sted In
Enclosure 3. The Foreat Servlce teau menhdrE Ehould be entered
on Encloaure 3, and a copy forlrarded to thd Connlsslon with the
LOU concurrence statenent.

coEpurLcatton

t

FEDERAI ENEBGY REGUTATORV COMMISSION
wAsxtNGToN. O C 20426

Judl. Kaleer, Distrlct Ranger
U.S. Forest Senrlce - Sequola Natlonal Forest
Tule Rlver Ranger Dlstrlct

FEB 11 ru99

32588 Hlghrray 190
Spt'lngvll1e, CA 93265

Dear U6. Kaisers

thls letter of understanding (LOU) documents the procedures
that the U.S. Forest Servlce (Forest Serelce) and the Federal
Energy Regulatory Connlsslon (Connlsslon) nill use to prepare
scoping docunents and draft and flnal envLronnental assessnents
(EA) for the proposed rellcenslng of the lJoner Tule River
flydroelectric ProJect. The proJect rrould be operated and
naLntained by the appllcant, Southern Callfornia Edison Conpany,
and uould partially be on land admlnistered by the Sequola
National Forest near springMllle.

Thls I.oU incorporates the cooperating agency procedures
contai.ned in the letter dated Septenber 18, 1991, slgned by
cordon snall and Dean shumnay (Enclogure 1).

PurDosa of the DA

The National Envlronnental Pollcy Act (NEPA), requ!.res the
coDDisslon to prepare elther an EA or Envlronnental fnpact
StateDent (EIS). An EA will be prepared to deterrnine whether or
not the proJect w111 result In a signlflcant effect on the
envlronnent. The EA wul also be u6ed by the Forest Service to
base l te f lndlng under sect lon 4(e)  of  the Federal  Poter  Act  and
to declde l rhether to lssue any specla l  Us€ Perni t (s) .

ReaDonal.bllLtLos

.The:cgEDl's6f6n'rrill:act at :thb --Iead- ageqcy -and the Fore-st-
$€nti_ce*wll. l-prirtlcipate gq a 999p_e.r-ating agency drirlng
preparation of scoping docuhents and dia-ft and flnal EAs. The
Forest Servlca !t111 asslst ln preparing those Eections that are
unigue to its regulatLons and pol.icles.

The Forest Service wlll al6o provlde technlcal expertLse,
revl.en draft docunents prepared by the ConmlesLon staff, and
connent ulthln the review period establlshed Ln Ehcloaure 2. The
Forest ServLce wlll prornptly lnforrn the Connlssl.on of any needs
to revl.se the schedule presented In EncloEure 2. The

gcEEQrperll3lca 
l

The connisslon wiII dlstrlbute (stthin 5 working days) to
t:lrrr Forest Servlce aII letters sent to theliappllcant by the
connlEEl,on during the proceeding, all conndnts received during
the conment perl,ods, and all other forrnal dorrespondence by the
Conr!1s6l.on that relateE to the proJect. In order to facllitate
tJ.ueLy preparatlon, revl.ew, and exchange of infornatlon, the
Conniesl.on and Forest Service wlIl use oveinlght delivery nail
serv lces,  facslu l le DachLnes,  or  E-Dai l  meisages.

The Foregt Servlcers cournents on the Scoping documents, and
draft and flnal EAs lrlll be entered ln wrlllng ln the nargLne of
the docurlents. or sunmarized ln a nenorandrjlm. coDnents slll be
aent to the Connissl,onts ProJect Coordlnator at the addressee
provided belon. Editorial correctl.ons, for-nat, and spelling
errora need not be shown on every page. Rlther, generic
correctiona (e.9. the eane word nlespelled-r,throughout the
docunent) t'111 be corrected once lt ls noted in the roargin or
DeDorandum. 

i
The Forest Servicers ProJect coordlnalor wlll consolidate

thelr coronente into one complete and offLclal document before
provldlng theD to the Connleslonrs coordlnitor.

I
Fornal coDments on the draft EA and Siction 4 (e) conditions

nust be filed sith Davld P. Boergers, Secritary, Federal Enerqy
Regulatory Connieslon,  888 Flr6t  Street ,  NE, l {ashington,  D.C.
20426. I

. Tbe cooperatlng agencLes ulll atternpt!'to coordinate and
exchange lnforoatlon infomal.ly during ther'scoplng. infornation
reguest, and envlronmental asEessDent proc,_esEeB. The Conmission
and Forest Servlce are free to connunlcateliwith each other on any
lssue related to the project llcensing of the Lorrer Tul.e Rl.ver
ProJect. A1I conmunicatl.ons beteeen the t*o agencles, rrrltten
and verbal, houever, rnust be kept confldenlial. In addition,
botlr staffs rrlll refrain froD connunlcatlng ulth per6ons, groups,
or other agencies rrho are lnterested ln thd proJect regarding the
content of prellnlnary docunentE. I

I
The Corooieslonts policy ls that coopeiating agencies rnay not

alao be lntervenore Ln a proceedlng becausa! it would be

u
g
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l in..: l.Jrtrlt 'e 2

Iarget TLlolr,Dos

SD2 wltl show any changeB to SDl that may have reBul.t€d lroo ths scoplng
proc€aa. lf ther€ aro no subEtantlal chlng€E to 8Dl, no SD2 ull l. be
laBu€d. l{ lnor changsa to SDl xll l  be bandlod through a letter to all
concerned Partleg.

Th€ REA Publlc ltotlce BtatsB that all lnfon$atlon has been recelved on
tha broJect to €noble us to Btart th€ envtromental analyEis. The
notl.co allows 60 days for f l l lng comonts and agency tennB and
condltlono ulth tho Comlaalon.

tcttvtrr

CNIIIDAR

DAIA

PROII

!!AROET
DITA

nltaottr-

l .  Provlde sDl to FS for revlew o t l2at99

2. Recelve appl!.cant,s reoponse to
t temE 2-5 ,  8 ,  and 12-20 o f  A tR
lssu€d lo /29 l98

29 2 l26 lee Connr

1, Provld€ draft SDI comgnta and
lnput to Conn

30 2 127 199 FS

t t .  f d n u e  s D l  t o  r l l  D a r t i ' 5 0 3 t 7 9 t 9 9 Com

4. Detemlne adequacy of appllcant.g
reoponEe to Ltema 2-5, 8, and
12-20 o l  A IR

5 9 3l2Alee Com

5. Scoplng ne€tlngE a2 4l20-2219e Com and
FA

6. End of pubttc ecoplng coment
parlod

l l 2 5122199 Com

7. Provlda to FS any acoplng
comEnta rocelv€d, draft 8D2 or
l€lt€r as neod6d 1/, and draft
r€que8t for lddltlonal
Infornatlon fron appl.Lcant lf
needod baaEd on scoDlnq tnDut

l5? 7106l99 Corm

8. Provlde any comenta on draft
sD2 or l€tter, and draft
r€queat for addtttonal
l . f ^ r i r l l ^ n  f ^  a ^ h i l

1 8 7 a/o3/ee FS

9. fsBue 8D2 or letter to all.
partleE. and AIR to appllcant,
lf needod 2t7 9 toa t99 Com

10. Recelve appllcant's raslDns€E to
i t e m 8  1 . ,  6 ,  1 , 9 ,  1 0 ,  a n d  l i l  o f
n t D  l - - , , - l  l n / t o r o o

289 r  1 /  I  s / 99 Com

11. D€temins adequacy of
appllcant'a r€aponEe to Aln
rteng !!re!l !!/!slfee

3 r9 12 l r 5 /ee Com

12. Is6u€ nsady-for-EnvlrontnEntal
Analyals (REA) Notlce 2/ 1 1 t2t30t99 Com

l '1. Provldo comEnt letters fron REA
Notlc€ to FS

408 3 l14 loo Com

14. Provlde draft Envlromsntal
Asseaament (EA) to FS for
.6mnont

468 s l75 /oo Com

15, Provlde com€nt6 on draft EA to
conim

4 9 8 6l12loo F S

16.  IaEue dra f t  EA 6 t 2 6 t O O Com

1?. Provlde comEnta on draft EA to
FS

5 5 7 al lo loo Com

18. Provlde draft Flnal EA (FEAI to 587 9lo9 /oo Com

19. Provlda comenta on PEA to Com
I

5 1 7 10 /o9 /oo FS

2 0 - FEA 647 rtoatoo Com

23.  Iaoue 4(e l  cond l t lons 707 t2 t23 too FS

LI 2t
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Interdiscipinary Team Metnbera

. .  The fo l lowing Interdisc lp l inary Tean Mehbers are assigned
t l re Lower Tule River Hydroelet t r lc  Froject ,  Ferc No. 372_O(tg:

Cannoiss;tan

Nan All€n
charl€no scott
Caylord l lolalngton
Nan A l lon
Caylord HolsLngton
Carl Xel.ler
Carl Rell€r
John Blalr
John Blalr
.rohn Bl!1r

Iaresfferyfce f/
ProJ6ct coordlnators
Engt.neerlng r
Ceo logy  and So l la :
Aguallc neaourcesr
Cul,tural ResourceE!
V€g€tatlon and 9fi ld!. lfor
l /E  sp€c les :
vlsual nosources!
Rocre!tlon!
Lcnd Usesr

LI Please conplete wlth the
tean and forward a copy

nanes of the FS interdisclplinary
to the ComnLsslon.

L,,
. '-f
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
ROUTINO CODE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20420

OFFICIAT BUSINESS
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,€:..
f l r i l l
..V,i t{r. Deaa L. Shusy.y

z
*d lyD'  Or a l t . t ' .g tvas go br  l la lyzcc,  (5)  rb.-a 'ouo!  or  hrora.s loo acdodt 'o coaptcBc 10 El .or  EIS,  a.od {S) r igrrcatroas o,  FEncis- i " " ] i i ' io t l fr l laEal log.  yc e so dlscuss.d fof io l -up-" . t teLl tcs_to al loo fo3 sgs16p
;:i:lti:i"lr:'#:l::i'""'iirill.'"*;I scrvrcc' e.ia-L-J;"' Ii eddrcslad

L.d &a!ar D.t rrtErtto!

uP lo aov, l! ba! oot-bcca clc.r vbtcb rgelcy uould Beta !b. Lc.d ti coaducttage Jot^Et El  or  EIS.  IB y. ! .grGcd thac fERc-rrouto- i " -cb" i l "o- ] i l " "y ! l !cc lsEaLcs lh! rt-orl u,c.asr.os dcicrotaeetoo. 
if Fgil lil;; ;l;":ilc. guca rrcForcsg S.rv lcc s l l l  tssui  .  ,p"oi" i -u i ]  .u l lor l2rgloa (crcca!  la sgcclr l  cr !c!ubGrc rh.rc uourd b.- eo ua""oigt.ui" Gp*c 

.o! Forcss 
""iiuii"Jrr 

lba ForGs!S.rytc. tlsu.d .a rurlorlzrrlo; foi ;Uc-protcoCl.

D.tctrr.!.tlo! of tD. tc.d toF .! EtS

Tbcra hes Dcca coaca' aboug bo, to pFooacc 1! ou-F agalclas drsagr.c. ovar t!6accd ror .! Ers durr,.ag.rhr JotoB rari proccss. rjc uod.r!!e!d tbrr FERCnorE lrt prap.rcs ra El to Jcrcraraa rliii"r rg Ers tr accd.d. T!. Eorcs.s.retc.r! [Epl r.Bulrtloas .r!o 
"r,l;r-;;;-- 

El to bc prcp.f.d to 6cr.rEtac ?hcnccd tor r.a Ers. Fucgb.r. gba For.sg sorvtcc .- p""piril 
"s-riic 

o*ca cocs,Er'trgrtlvc E& (El" tbr! coacludc ra ci"iioao"otrr tlgrc! !!rB.!.!B t! logn'cd.d stacc proJ.cB lEp.cls vourd b. ar-rger.d co roiiSoriio-iii. rlcrcroec,vr rgrc. ro.B uolcss bog! rgr.clr! dccrdc up.froat tret, J iiiiJ'acccca, nrourd Jor-or'rr prcp*. 'o tl ro octororai vlitacr aa iii ; ;;;. sopcnrrlr, tchc JoL0B larorE uoa glgbcrLlg ua cavtroaocalrl alalysr! groe.ls eoul€ alallaDoib a'Gacl.s !o coaa to tlc srnc colcrusroa r.B & El rcgrt{r-lg !!c lacd ,or a!

Scopr.!t

tr rT ! u!cl' ' rs go ybrg agc..t yourd colduo! saoDtlg sa!!100s. rg t." rgrrdBbrt ctglcr r8.!ot coui,d ooacuci rhc' ac-ttag" or'tal ilJiGJ'."urd br loldJotttlt. ttt! yould b. d.oid.d oa . o.c" br-cl!. brrb. fffiis-tcy tO(J)ilr'oarr-o. ud r.lrc.!!r-o8 rcsuhlroai eioric. ror-eibd. ;-r;d8: .rrl, t! !!.0..-tt9ltorttor aollllllgloo^lroocas ,or Aydrogoycr l1o.!r.s. yi .6r.. rlerruc! rcrr-ur! courc_s.rtrr, 
!!. ,:9?los .grriraa3 td;;;; .oi., rr"o.,.r1!., lb. por.s! s-F?100 rad/or_F'itc Li i".a !o oioduor .iirtroi.r sco'r.!.sarlroas hr,.r to shc proc.!r. lb! gr?c or. r-copt!6 aa:;.,;;;tr, paoo.c'lls' gubtrc !o!tcc!' r.t!.r!, r"a si'ioiitl rtlr nry v1!,b !b. .t!.!! ot !!cDroJoaB rld l!. lsluar rrlr.d.

D-.r r!.l ?|! of |'l!.||!.!lr.s &fl?t d

r-!. Dr.putJrg r.a gl, !!. por.li s.t 1oc usurlly .rur.!.! r brord rr|16. o,rlt'r'o'g1r'! bcfo. n.rtaa r d.orrr'od oa a plopor.d rotro!. ra uldarlr.c th-!FERc lorqrllt r,oor! r! trir ir.iiiiiri.,i iij'iiipilil]li .illli rzr oo.osloa, rac (3) !!. p'.,pold rclto! r.t!! attqrtfol.' il;..;-;il cr!. o,ltdFopov.r ltoGllt-qt, t!. gor.!! s.'"lo. ts aog talttrtr"e-ilie-eo!.d rc!lo!,

IllC)l r.. Dcen L. ShuoreY l
:

le rpp..Rr thie our llEpA rr3uleelonr .llos qt co n.tBoY chr focul o! lh. IIEPA

rcvhv co ehr chrrr  e lcorneclvar FESC noroel ly  rnelyzr l .  Fu3Ch.r .  FERC'r

raquirrd prreppl lcrcton coorsl l rs ton gaocGtt  r l loor  Chr For. tc  S.rr r tc .  Co
rruinr  vralour r lB.nraclv. ,  utBh Gh. :PPl le lnc br forr  ln r9Pl lc 'c ton (or

l lcanrr  t r  f t l rd YtEh FERC.

As Chc lard rgcncy for  a Jolnc Ea. FE(C gould dcctdr  Chc r ln8r of  r lcrmrelvrr

ro bc enr ly:c l .  f tc  rhcrc ioro rgr .c chrc vhan prcgrr tnt  I  Jotnc EA'  sr  Yould

anrlyro oniy ehc chrrr :lccrnectvc: ldcnctftcd ebovr. 9r rgrcr BhrB ll oah.!

prol lcc r lccrneclvcr  . !c  td.nct f lcd durtnt  cho conrulcecton.  phelr  buE noc

aaoirca (r .g. .  e1carnrstvt  dcglgnr,  s tcr  loc:s! .onr) ,  chrn ah.  For. lc  S.rr t lc .

ana'iEnc ory ntcd co rddr.rr chorc alrtrrrrrtv.r tn thr Jotnc EA. |'

appropr l rca.  tnd rxgl t tn vhy chara r l r r t ructvor eaa.  noc conrtdrr ld fusBhar.

Alc.rn.Glv.r  soutd noc b.  .n t r tu.  tn i  Jol ,nc Els.  r lncr-  boch r ! .nct . t  . ta. .
'  rhec r  utd.a ren3r of  r lcrctr rg lv l l  nrrd co b.  .n. ly ! .d vhcn prrper ln3 rn Els.

Asosnc of lntoti!.3ton N"d'd so C'-nl'c' 'n l^'llts

nrcrr hevr b..n lnrcrnc.r shrrr Bha Foa.tE srnrter end FERC dttat!.ad oo tl!-

uoune o!  lnforotcton nrrdrd br forr  r  NEPA doewrnc could br  coophCrd.  n l i .

ch!3 rGa. lnr  r  conc.rn for  o ldrr  proj .cct  ghcrc l lconslnt  d.c l t lont  r r r  rct l l

pcndtng.  chc conrulEeclon proeclr  ldancl f tcd fn chr lo(J)  ru l r -oeklnS rnd

ral tEair tnr  ra*rr lec lonr rhould ol lotnrcr  thtr  probko ln chr fueurr  for  nrv

fr i j5 . . r .  
-To 

ivotd dr l ryr  f roa rrquG3clng rddtc lon. l  ln fos! .c lon hc.  ln Bh.

ravl , re proc.rr .  v .  rgr .a co noct fy lh. ' :PPl tc.nc ars ly tn chr conrulcrcton
groc. t r  Of nrctr r r rT- lnfororCton rnd rCudlcr .  Atro.  Chr For. tc  S.wlc.  e l l l

l r rng co FERC.e rccincloo oer ly tn chr conrul t rcton Psocar.  rny dl t . t l r .a.a l t

ovrrilhr c1ryr o! lnloneclon nrrdrd froo Eh' rpPltsrnc'

In rhor. clrrr rhrrl ehcrr erc relll tnlorreclon n..da on e pcndtng llcaata

tppltceclon. y. rtr.. co only uk for thl. tnfotlrBton lt lB tr n.c.ttrty co

( i i  occesotnr  loplccr  tnd rpproprteB. o l r l ! .Elon:  rnd (2)  drarrs lnr  PsoJ.cE
ioirlrCrncy ul.h chc Fotrtg ilrn or tnccrfcrcncr ul,ch rh. putlor' ol chr

f rocrr l  , " t . . r r . i to i .  Fot  ntY c ip l tcrc lonr.  poar lb l l  tncont l tc 'nc l r r  r t l l  br

i roughC co ctr  .ppi tcrnB,t  .nd. i i : l tC ' r  .s .anclon . . r ly  tn chr.procrrr .  l f  rh.

Forcac SGtartc" ..ittoa obcetn rdcqurec tnfororcton, 4(') condlslon! sould br

cr lcc.n co a. .B Forrrc Plrn rcrndrrdr  lnd guldr l tnu '

tooltcrtlonr o! sho 10(l) BullE|llnl

rJ. e.r. eoncrrrrrd rbour logl!,ceEtont o! Eh. n.u 10(J) sulrodclnt't. r.qula.o.n'

for chr rorrr: iiwtcr co provtdc coo!.ncr .nd o(., condlclonr utrhla 60 d|tt

f roo chr O.ce c i ie tEnC.. io. t . . t  tc  ! i  r r rdy co conducc,rn EA o!  EtS foa.

ptoJ.cr. AtGhouth Gh. Fo!.tG S'F'lc' rlll oikr rvrtT rllorc Go b' cb'ly ttt

prciertng 4(r1 rlporcr. charo ory bl looo tnrclnc't chor 6(r) r"oacl crnnoE

br provtdrd vttnil Ghr'60'dey clrc frrcr' nrtl' ':t 'nrloru o! ct!. crn br

grrnB.d. s. u.r. unctrrr rbouc ghec raatont vould Julct'ly en ucrilloa of

ctac. go unaorie;d GhrB Grc.ntlont of Blt!. gtll nord co b' Jutrlll 'd oE '

crrr by cerr bttlr; bqC lC v. .gr..a cn - rc.!f duct.t rrqulird durl,a' tlrr

roron tr I l ,Eii i i&rr r".ro,, ci a.r. i- i ir i" i oc o(.) condlctonr. Ic sg els

Encloaure 2

fti? Crnrg lsr 1;19661nd S.ntrC aaoot

l > r -  -  -  * !

.-=--
{|trl\ ut. Dcrn L. shunrey I
.V t -

lgre!6 lbrg lf rr arc sbort-strffad and cr||r'(,! nrovtdc tr,slly colaeaus or !(c!
coadlllols, Bhca ghc rc sbould provtd. . gcbGdulG for tltl,og !b6 f:Jlrt
coodl l lons.  Flsr t  t l ( r )  condlgton!  rnor! [ l ty  eould bG provtdrd r t fh lq t ts  dsyr
rrca lhc drsc Bbc. jota-  Fi /Els.nd our 0acJ91oo l lo l lcc 1s coEg:,cB.<t .  t !  r rer
aSracd B!88 lf thc ForalB S.rvlcc c8lnoB groelda U(.) condlgrons on ClEc tnd
FERC docs Dol  grrag.n.r !cn! !on of  i :ec,  thc t l ( r )  coadMoar coul ,d ba
consldGrcd rs rGcoalrcadatlo!! olly; horcvcr. thGla rcco8rltaodalloas eould lglll
brv. Bo ba rddrcss.d bt FEnC.

0D. of thr prtorry retson-r for d.tty! tr ptorldtlg l(c) rcaorts 1! lba hck ot
nndtag for rcrouteas oacGtrltt go coaducg ghc bydrogovcr ravlc|, grocass.
llh1lc collaolloa .gr.ca.alr yllb rggllceol! baea hclpcd crgcdlic prooGsstrg ,n
soac ca!a!, thasa atr.lcocltt ara sBaloltt voluntut aad can onJ,y bc uocd vhca
80 epptlcrt|t 1s rllltog go csB.r l^oBo such otr .groc!.a!. ,. pr.oJaclloa of n.r
.pgllcrgtoa! for llc.olc 6r rctlcoosc youlrt bc h.lptut for budg.? glrnnlcg
purgosa! so Sbrt ra crn affaotlvrly cat ry out our tavtar of hydrogorcr gmJcci
rpgl lcst toar.

F0uru-lt

SERC and gb. Forssg S.rvlc. pl.F lo couduc3 Jol^o! NEPA !.rLolng lcrslons !o
battcr acqurLol thc Forosg Scrvlcr flald yl,gb t,br FEnC p.oc.s!, Bb. Forrlg
S.r"lcc IIEPA rcgulrlloss rr tb6t spplt to FERC pr"oJcot.., ald gha jolne EtlEIS
groo.duF.s. tba Forclt S.rvlc.r! pnogor.d rcrt!.rl bydroporcr h.adbook ylll
rcfIGcB our agaactat, tgrGaraogs f.lrlllg to ghc Jobf [EPl groca!!.

FEnC .grccd Bo trovtd. . l1!g ot rntlclg.t.d rpgllcrlr,oa! for l,lc.a!. and
rcllc.asa ro lbaB vr cr.o dciltltlo gbc roou!? of ftldlng lccdcd Bo adototllcr
our bldrogoycr progn!. lfr lroutd lrlr lhc llst to cov.r lha n.rt 5 tcaru.

!3 ers sugg.!!.d rt ib. occttog tbrg tbc FoFrst S.r"lcc 4(.) d.ctllon !tlg!! b.
ablc to b. tocorpont.d !!to tbc FERC llccasc, ro lbr! t! l! rpg.!!.btc throuSh
FenC rnd tbcmtor. ulllE|lctt lbrough gb. Court ot lg9crle. fD ctf.cl, g!.
Forcrt S.r!r1oc could atbLaru. tgs .D9.ttr DFoc.ls for l(c) d.otsr.oo!. ?ht!
sould ile. gLEc !1!c. FERC yould log h.vc to ysl! lt5 days oF longcr tor tb.
0(r) dcctsto! to clcrr lhr For.st S.rvlcr apgGtls pt!oc.s!. our oftloc of
Cra.rd Coullcl 1! nrrtt.r crplorr-sg tblr oplloo.

Lc brltara Bb. Jir!. 26, 1991, Ec.!!.a8 r.|s groduollyc rtd rr rgprocl.i. tla oF.!
dlscu!!1oa. I v!lco6. any .rD.!!toa o! cl.rtflorlLoa of r.a!r of gb. l!ru.!
dcrcrlbcd rbot.. Should you v1!b Bo for8rlly coicur tltb thc co!t.!3! ot tb!!
ocaotradu!, I coocurrclor llnc t! Dretd.d bclor. Plrrlc atll or rt (202)
205-t2lE lt tou lrva a.!t $r.!!loas or oo@oB!. f. lool torrrr{ to vorttq
rlt! Fu l.o gbc ntluF.
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Iarget Ttnel lnss

SD2 wl l l  ahow any  changea to  SDI  tha t  nay  have reBu l t€d  f rom the  ecop lng
process .

Th€,  REA Pub l lc  Not . Ice  a ta tes  tha t  a l t  ln fo rmat ion  hae been r€c€ tv€d on
the  pro jec t  to  enab le  us  to  s ta r t  the  env l ronmenta l .  ana lys ls .  Th6
not lce  a l lows 60  daye fo r  f l l tng  coments  and agency  te rms and,
cond l t lons  w l lh  the  coml .as lon ,
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BILIfT

l .  Scop lng  meet lngs o ' 4  127  / 99 Com and

FS

2, End of publtc scoplng com€nt
ber  I  6d

30 s  127  / 99 Com

3. Provlde to FS any acoplng
com€ntE r€celved, draft SD2 or
l€ t te r  as  n€eded l , / ,  and t  d ra f t
requ.eat for addltlonal
ln fo rmat ion  f ron  app l lcan t  l f
need€d baged on acoDlno lnbut

5 l 7 l 1 2 / 9 9 Com

4.  Prov lde  any  coments  on  dra f t
SD2 or  le t te r ,  and dra f t
requ€at for addltlonal
lnfornatlon to com

8 1  \ 8 / t t l 9e FS

5.  lasue SD2 or  le t te r  to  a l l
par t l€s ,  and AIR to  app l i can t .
lf needed

to2'. e / t o l ge Com

6.  R€ce lv€  app l ican t .s  responses  to
t temb 1 ,  6 ,  

' l  
,  9 ,  1 .0 ,  and 11  o f

AIR Issued l0 /29 /98
2t7 rr 125 199 Com

7. Determ.l,ne adequacy of
app l l cane 's  r€sponse to  A fR
t tema f l led  l l l 2s l99

247 12125 /99 Com

8.  fssue neady- fo r -Env l ronmenta l
Ana lvs te  IREAI  Not tce  2 l 26t ' t2 t30 t99

9.  Prov lde  pre l lmtnary  4 (e)
condltlons to com

3 9 3 2  / 2a loo FS

10. Provtde conment letters from REA
Not  l ce  t6  F-q

408 3 los loo Com

corDox E. s{ltJ



11.  Prov lde  dra f !  Env i ronmEnla l
Aaseaament  (EA)  to  FS fo r
coment

469 5 /o! /00 Com

12. Provtde corunentB on draft EA to
Com

498 5/3r /00 FS

13.  l s6ue dra f t  EA 5 1 2 6 1 7 l o O Com

t4 .  Prov tde  coments  on  dra f t  EA to
FS

5 5 7 7 125 IOO Com

15.  Prov lds  dra f t  F lna l  EA (FEAI  to
FS for coment

5 8 7 e /15 loo
Com

16. Provlde coments on FEA t6 5 l ? 9 / 1 5 / O 0 FS

l ? .  l sau€ FEA 647 9 / 3 0 / O O Com

18.  loaue f lna l .  4 t€ t  cond l t lon6 107 r 0 / r 4 l 00 FS
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be revlewed for consl,stency and consolldated into one packaqe
bEfore provldlng the conrnents to the conmlssionis Coori l lnat5r.

Fornal connents on the draft EA and Section 4 (e) condit lons
nuEt be f l led wlth Davld p. Boergers, secretary, Fedlral Energy
Regulatory CornrnLsslon, ggg First street, NE, wi;hington, D.C.
20426.

CornunLcatLon

- The cooperating agencJ.es $ri I l  attenpt to coordinate and
exchange inforrnatlon infornral ly during the scoping, inforrnatlon
r€gueEt, and envlronnental assessnent processes. The cornrnlssLon
and Foregt service are free to connunitate wlth each other on any
lssue related to the proJect l lcenslng of the l ,ower fute-nlvlr
ProJect..  To the extent iuthorized by law (e.g. the Freedon of
rnfornatlon Act),  al l  connunlcatlon between tf ,e cornrnlsslon staff
and the Forest Servi.ce, r, t l t ten and verbal, wl l l  be kept
confldentlal,  except for Forest servlce's iornal f i l ini ls wlth the
ConnlsElon, and any connunications regardlng procedurai,  non-
eubstantlve matters. AII conmunications between the tw6
agencles, writ ten and verbal, however, nust be kept confldentlal.
fn addit lon, both staffs wl l . l  refraln fron connunicatlnq wtl t
peraonE, groups, or other agencJ,es who are interested in t fre
proJect regarding the content of prel iminary docunents.

Th€ comtnissj.onrs polJ.cy is that cooperatlng agencles nay not
alao be Lntervenors ln a proceedind becairse i t  iouia be
Inconsistent with the cornnrissionrs ex-parte rules. Thls
prohlblt lon applies even l f  a cooperating agency termlnates i tg
cooperatlng agency status.

Loser Tule Rlver ProJect ,  and
and rnernbers of your staff .

I  concur wlth this LOU:

Artbur.! .  Orffroy
Forost Supervlsor

Enclosures

look forr.rard to vrorklng wlth you

S ince re l y ,

n ^

UCtturl l,- .\1-ur,tp m,,-
carol L. sampsori
Director
Off ice of Hydroporrer LicensLng

Dat€

ProJeot Cootdtnatora

Comnlsslon
Nan Al l .en (HL-11.  4 )
ProJect  Coordlnator
Federal  Energy Regulatory

Cornnrlsslon
888  F i r s t  S t ree t ,  NE
l{ashlngton,  DC 20426
Phone: (2O2, 219-2938
FAX: (2021 2r9-2I52
nan .  a l l en€ fe r c .  f ed .  us

Forest  Service
E r i k  T .  Os t l y
Project  Coordlnator
U .S .  Fo res t  Se rv i ce
Seguoia Nat lonal  Forest
900 l { ,  Grand Ave.
Po r te r v i l l e ,  CA  93257
Phone :  ( 559 )  784 -1500  ex t .  1136
FAx :  ( 559 )  78L -4?44
eost ly / r5_sequola0fs .  fed.  us

El ther agency may terminate i ts  involvenent tn th ls
agreement r r i th 30 days wr i t ten not ice to the other agency.

l fe appreciate the interagency cooperat ion and coordlnat lon
of  the Forest  Service in accornpl ishlng- nutual  lnterests for  the
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, FEDERAL ENEBGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
/ wasxrNcron, D. c 20626
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doeE not preclude consl.deratlon of informat. lon regardlng
pre-pro jec tenv i ronnenta lcond i t ions .  I

Reetronglbl. l l t lee \

The conmisslon wll l  act as the lead agency and the Forest
Servlce wil l  part icipate as a cooperating igenly during
preparatlon_of scoping documents ina arait t . ina i lnat njs. The
Forest service wllr  assist ln preparing thgse sections that areun l .que to . l t s  regu la t ions  and po l i c ies .  T$e Cornmiss i " " , - i "  f . "aaltency, wi l l  prepare drafts of the DEA and\the FEA, and'wli l
provlde then to the Forest Service for i ts. lreviews. Orafi i  ofal l  docunents wIII  be sent slnultaneously to the Forest
Supervlsor and the Reglonal Forester to expedlte revtew.

I
The Forest ServLce wll l  also provide technlcal expert lee,

review draft docunents prepared by the cornri ission st i i i . - ina
corunent wrthln the revrew period establ ishdd tn enctosuie i .  The
Forest service ui l l  prornptry infornr the comnission of anv neeas
to revLse the schedule presented in Enclostire 2. Th;
lnterdiscipl lnary team members for the corn$ission inJ rorest
Servlce are l isted in Enclosure 3. t  

-

eorresponatenoe t

The connission wll l  distr ibute (wlthln 5 vrorklns days) to
the Forest service al l  Ietters sent €o the,lappl icant-Uv inl
conrnl 'eslon. durlng the proceeding, arr cornmdnil  recelvei aurr"g
the conrnent perJ-ods, and arr other formal dorresponaence rv-tne
connlssron that relates.to the proJect. rr i  order to faclt i tate
t inely preparatlon, review, and ex6hange od information,-Irre
conrnlsslon and Forest servlce wllr  use oveinight aeriveiy-rnirr
eervices, facslrni le machines, or E-tnai l  rnes'saies.

The Forest Servicers conments on the 
"]copinq 

docunents, and
draft and frnar EAs wilr  be entered in vrr idin; i i  t tre ." isi ;r ,  ot
the docunents, or sunrnarlzed in a menorandrin. 

- 
connents wiir le

sent to the cornnisslonrs proJect coordinat{r at the addresseE
provided below. Editorlal correctlons, fo{mat, ."d ; ; ; i i i ; ; '
errorE need not be shovrn on every page. Ra-ther, geneilc
correctlons. (e.9. the sarne word nissiel ledlthrougiout the
docurnent) wl l l  be corrected once i t  is notela in €ne ." iqin o"tnetnorandum. I

The conrnisslon wir l  provide docurnents] in accordance uith the
schedule that appears ln bnclosure 2 in g[ i ]s Lou, ana i t t"  ror"rt
servlce wrll return revlew corntnents on draf,ts in accordance r.rlth
that same schedule. Fai lure of Cornrnission'staff  to neel t fre
!g.Se! dates for providlng drafts to the foiest Servlce as
tdentl f led in Enclosure 2.may regulre re-negotlat lon of the tf tne
needed by the Forest servl,ce to ieview commentE and return theu
to the conrnlsslon. Alr conrnents made by th.e Forest service wllr

2 '

ofncE or  HYonoPowEn L tcc f ts tNc

JUll I 8 l9!9

HydroelectrJ,c ProJect
Project  No. 372-008-Cal i fornla
Southern Callfornla EdiEon Conpany

l.tr. Arthur L. caffrey
ForeEt Supervlsor
Sequola Natlonal Foreat
900 t { .  Grand Ave.
Porterv l l le ,  CA 93257

Dear ilr. Gaffrey:

Thls letter of understandtng (LOU) docunents the procedurea
that  the U.S. Forest  Servlce (Forest  Servlce) and the Federal
Energy Regulatory Connlgslon (Cornrnission) will use to prepara
ecoplng docunents and draft and flnal envlronrnental aEgeEsnents
(EA) for the proposed relicenslng of the Louer Tule Rl.ver
Hydroelectrlc ProJect. The project would be operated and
nalntalned by the appllcant, southern callfornla Edlson Conpany,
and uould partlally be on Land adnlnlatered by the Sequola
Nat lonal  Forest  near Spr lngvi l le .

Thls LOU lncorporatee the cooperatlng agency procedur€g
contalned ln the let ter  dated Septenber 18,  1991, s lgned by
cordon StnalL and Dean Shumray (Enclosure 1) .

Ihe Nat lonal  Environrnental  Pol lcy Act  (NEPA),  requlres the
ConnlgsLon to prepare elther an EA or Envlrontnental Inpact
Statenent (EIS). An EA nay be prepared to deternlne whether or
not  re l lcenslng the proJect  nay resul t  ln a e lgnl f lcant  ef fect  on
the envl.ronnent, ln whLch case an EIS wlII be prepared. The
Forest  serv lce $i l l  use the EA or EIS to support  l ts
d€ternlnatlon of the conditlons neceEaary for the protectLon and
ut l l lzat lon of  the Forest  purauant to sect lon 4(e)  of  the Federal
Polrer Act.

EaeelLne

Per the CornrnlssLonrs pol icy,  the current  etate of  the
envlronment, lncluding the operatlon of the proJect under the
current llcenses, terros and condltlons, ls the basellne condltlon
agalnst r.rhlch aLI alternatlves ln the EA wlll be cornpared. Thls

I

i
I

i

I

I
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Schedule A
ProJec t  No .  372 -008

ADDITIONAIJ INFORT,TATION

you have 120 daya fron the date of thla letter to provide
the fo l tor . rLng addl t l -nal  Lnformatton.  rn the i i ; ; ;  i i " i ; ; - l ! i " r ,
you ars aaked to provlde agency,conDents and Dust alloi a nlninuri
of 30 day6 for agency responBe before flllng the inforuratlon. If
the agenclee do not reply, you Ehoutd provlde the connlEEion wlth
dated coplea of the letterB of request.

1. you have asked uE to accept IFItt study results that use
traneect data tranaferred fron an IFM etudy conducted bv the
Pacl f ic  ca8 and Electr lc  colnpany for . the Tule River proj3ct , - fnnc
l fo.  1333, on the North Fork of  the ulddle Fork Tule ntver 1 i r r l , t r1.you co[pleted an analysle that Ehows the neighted usable aiea
(WUA) for the NF'UF and ltlddle Fork transecte are slgniflcantlv
correlated rrhen flou6 are about 5 cfs in the lfiddle Fork.
Transect data for tha Hlddle Fork raE neasured at only one yater
surface elevation and one veloclty. l{e are unable to-acceDt the
tranaect data fron the NFf,tF study becauee the correlatlon Lan u"
verlfled only for loe florr6. tfhlle the wUA Day be slnllar at lor,
flowa, Lt rrould be nece66ary to shor, that the iorrelation sould
hold at hlgher flowe. Addltlonally, a l0o-year flood occurred
aubaequent to the Ul,ddle Fork data collectlon, and the t{lddle
Fork data at 5 cfs nay no longer repreaent wUA at thls flou.

. In a Septenber 3.  1992, let ter ,  the U.s.  Flsh and t { l ld l i fe
servlce (Fws) outllned addltlonal sork that irould ue necessiiv to
ahow the tranaferabl.Ilty of the NFl.tF data to the Mlddle Fork
reach. l{e concur that_the uork requested by the FWS is necessary
to Eupport tranEferabillty of data. We aleo agree wLth your
concluglon, horever, that the degree of uork r6quested Ui, ttre rws
sould be as great aE conducting a elte-epeciflc 

-IFIH 
ln ihe

project reach of the Hiddle Fork.

Therefore, p1ea6e conduct a elte-speclflc IFItt study for the
Louer TuIe ProJect. Because spaenlng habltat nay lncreaie
Bignl f lcant ly  up to 30 cfa,  t ransact-data nust  b-e col lected at  30
9fs,  9r  the hlgheat aval lable f low l f  less than 30 cf6,  as
de8cribed ln your Derlorandur0 to Ft{s dated Novenber 5, i9sz, and
the FWS reEponae dated Noversber 20.

Develop the study pLan.af ter  consul tat lon ui th the Fws, U.s.
For€6t Servl.ce (FS) and Callfgrnla Departuent of Flsh and cine
(cDFc). The etudy resulta nuet lnclude the folloirlng:

(a) a descriptlon of the nethods used In the study,

(b) an analyele of the reEults of the studyi

(c) the €Etlnated aDount and value of lost generatlon for
any flows you nodel baeed on the IFII! rasultsi and

2

(d) docuDentatlon of consultatlon with the agenclea before
ln l t lat lng the etudy,  lnc ludlng specl f lc  descr lpt iona
of hoi, all of the agency coDments and reconnendatl.ong
uere acconnodated by the study plan (you Dust allow the
consulted partl,e6 a ninl.num of 30 days to provide you
with connents regardlng the developnent of the study
plan) .

you rmust provide the consulted agencles nith the results of
the study, and allov then a DlnlDuD of 30 day6 to proriide you
t lth their cornrnentE. Include docunentallon of, your reguest for
agency conEents and copies of the agency coDmentg and
recoDroendations, if any, In the response you fLle rrlth the
connlesion.

2.  Exhibl t  E,  Appendlx C2, tablea C2.? and C2.8 shon the
average dally water ternperatures recorded for 1996 and 1992, but
do not 6hou the correspondlng average daily flous. please
provide ln table forn the corresponding tenperature data, as uas
done Ln tables c2.1 through C2.3,  for  ear l ler  study year6.  .

3 .  pxh ib l t  E ,  F i gu res  2 .3 -8  t h rough  2 .3 -10 ,  and  2 .3 -13  and
2.3-14,  shou the legenda for  f lon6 and al r  t€nperatures,  but  not
the data that corresponds to the water temperaturea plotted.
Please add the6e data to the f igures,  and provlde each f lgure on
a 8.5 X l l - Inch page to nake l t  nore readable.  Addi t lonat ly ,
please provi.de a separate flgure and table, showing the aveiage
daily tenperature and flot' data froD Septebber l, 199? throuqh
October 15,  1997. Thls lnterval  Lncludes per iode before and
after a project outage that interrupted flow dlversions.

4 .  I n  l e t t e r s  da ted ,  June  27 ,  1996 ,  and  May  21 ,  1998 ,  t he
FS asked you to discuss the occurrence or non-occurrence of the
Xern brook larnprey, a flsh species of concern, in the vicinlty of
the.proJect .  The Fs reconnended Dr.  Peter  l r loy le,  Univers l ty  of
Cal i fornla-Davls,  ae a aource for  th le Lnfornat lon.  We are
unable to f lnd a reeolut ion of  th ic requeat in the appl icat ion.
If you have contacted Dr. Uoyle regarding the presence of Kern
brook lanprey ln the Loner Tule Rlver, please subroit
docunentatlon of the contact. If Dr. Hoy1e has not been
contactedl please do 60 and subnlt docuurentatlon of the contact
or attempted contact. If Kern brook lanprey has been reported,
please evaluate any itnpacts to the species fron the project
facl l l t ies and operat ion.

5. To establlsh that you have requeEted a Sectlon 401 rrater
qual l  .y  cert l f lcat lon pleaae provlde:  (a)  a copy of  your
certificatlon request to th6 state tfater Re6ourcea control Board
(S!{RCB) i and (b) proof that the SWRCB recel.ved the reque6t.
Proof of receipt tnust be either: (1) a copy of a certlfled nail
receipt shoning the date the SWRCB receLved the Section 401
requesti or (2) a letter fron the SI{RCB conflrDing the recelpt

tl

recoromendatlons are acconnodated.

8. 'on pag€ E-2.2-26 of Exhlblt E, you propose to contl.nue
lnpleroentlng the follonlng southern Calllfornla Edlson (scE)
env.lr.onnental regource prograna with the Loner TuIe Project:
Endangered Species Alert Progran (ESAP), Envlronnental Training
Progr in (ETP),  and Raptor Protect lon PrograD (RPP).
Speclflcally, these prograns are lntended to reduce disturbance
to r'lldlife durlng contlnued nalntenance of the projec-t.

Exhiblt E, Appendlx A, presentE an excerpt fron the ESAP
llanual but no supplenental supPort lnfornatlon is provided for
the ETP nor th€ RPP. To evaluate the cornpletenees and details of
the6e programs aa appllcable to your proJect, please provlde
tegible copies of thero or excerpts relevant to the Louer Tule
Project, includlng any applicable Daps and other supporting
rnaterlal and nonitoring.

9.  The appl lcat lon exanLnes posslb le large bi rd (1.e. ,
turkey vulture, osprey, and golden eagle) electrocutlon hazards,
along the exlst lng 11,OoO-ni le- long t ranbnission l ine,  but  does
not dlscuss known or posslble blrd colllsl'on hazards slth the
proJectrs oower l lne tot ters or  l lnes.  we are also concerned about
ios6i l r r i  t iansnlselon l lne lnpacts to l ls ted speclee,  such aB the
endangered peregrLne falcon and threatened bald eagle.

Therefore,  to careful ly  aBness poselble b l rd col lLelon
inpacts ln the proJect  area,  lnc ludlng l ls ted species,  p lease
provlde the folloul,ng:

l l '  " '
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da te .

5.  on page 8.2.5-5 of  Exhibl t  E,  you ldent i fy  three
rlparlan dlverelons that could affect the volune of floi, in the
bypassed reach.  Please give the volune of  the divereions,
eeleonal  u6e rate6 i f  appropr late,  and explaln hor theie
dl.verslons affect the availabi.llty of rnlnfunuro florts released to
the bypaBsed reach.  Include a descr ipt ion of  the ef fects the
dlvereions have on nlnlnun flo$s for native flshes in the lower
bypaased reach.

7. On page E-2.2-24 of Exhlblt E, you atate that th€re has
been soDe vl ld l l fe drotrn lng ln the projectrs 8,584 feet  of  open
canal. Ae a result, through consultatl.on sith the agencLes, you
propoge constructlon of three e6cape atructureE, in addition to
the three exlstlng crossl.ngs, to facllltate slldllfe movenents
out of the naterwaye and to rnlnlulze rll.dllfe roortallty. l{e are
concerned nhether your proposed three escape structures provlde
adequate long-tern preventlon to wlldllfe nortallty along proJect
eraterways.

Therefore, after consultlng tjlth the Fs, Fws, and CDFG,
pJ.ease provlde the folloslng:

(a)  a u i l .d l i fe drownlng prevent lon plan for  project
uaten ays,  lnc luding the fo l loulng:

(11 a locatLon map ehooing the exl 's tLng wl ld l l fe
croesi.nge, and proposed escape gtructures;

(2'). a report shorrlng locations, 6Peclea, and knoltn
occurrence of tnortallty along ProJect rraterrrays,
and an assessnent for the nunber and deslgn of
gtructureE You ProPoae; and

(3) a rnonl tor lng plan to Deaaure ui ld l . l fe norta l l ty
and Bucce86 of your proposed escape structures,
and provlslona for consl.dering addltlonal and/or
alternatl.ve Deasure6, aa needed.

docunentation that the agencles uere consul.tedi

copLee of atl agency conmentB or recommendatlone on
your proposed prevention pLan (you nust provide the
consulted agencles ulth coples of your p1an, and allov
then a Eininun of 30 dayg to provide you uith their
coEmgnts. Include docuroentatlon of your request for
agency coDDents and. coplea of the agency conmente and
reconDendation8, if any, in the response you flle rtlth
the Conlol6sion) i and

speclflc discuEslons of hot agency connenta or

(a) a report of any known or suspegted blrd nortallty fron
col l is ions ui th the projectra t ransnlssl .on systero;

(b) detalled Etructural deslgn of the transnLsslon tosers;

(c)  a cot l , lE lon r i6k assessment fo l lowing the Avian Poner
,Llne Interactlon colDnlttee report entltled ttltlgatlng

(b )

( c )

(d)  a p lan or  st rategy to e l ln lnate or  n in i ro ize any
potent ia l  col l la ion hazard,  i f  b l rd norta l l ty  is
evldent frou thLs Bource, uslng the aforeDentioned
guidel lnesi  Deasures should Include proposed dlsposal

.  of  dead or lnJured wl ld l i fe specles.

In addltion, to accurately assese potentlaL effecta to
wl ld l l fe a long the proJectr6 t ransn. lss lon lLne r ight-of- r ray,
please provlde the followlng that your applicatl.on does not
contaln:

( d )
(e) papa of the transn.lselon llne route, rlght-of-way
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dl.nenelone, and accees roade ulth narked proJect
boundar iesl  and

(f)  a detal led descr lpt lon of  the nalntenance proqran for
the proJect  t ransni .ss lon l lne r lght-of-w_ayi ,  . inc ludlng:

( f )  vegetat lon nanlpulat ion pract lcee;

12, any appllcatlon of herblcldes to control undeal.red
v€getatloni

(3) any elenent of flre control and prevention
pract lcea that  could af fect  wl ldt l fe,  lnc luding
l leted epeclee;  and

({)  f requency of  a l I  nalntenance act iv l t les.

- 10. On page E-3-3 of Exhlbit E, you propose to conduct
addltlonal surveyE for the Callfornla red-legged frog (federally
threatened and FS eeneLt ive specles) ,  foothi l l  yel low-! ,egged f rog
(federal  epecLea of  concern),  r restern pond tur t le (Fs senai t ive
specl .es) ,  and leglees l lzards in the proJect  area in the late
aumner/early fall of 1998. Sone of these 6pecl,es could occur in
your proJect area.and could be adversely afiected by contlnued
operatLon or routlne project nalntenance.

Therefore, after conaultlng vlth the FS, FI{s, and CDFG on
accepted eurvey procedures, please contLnue the approprlate
EurveyB by a blologlBt ljho ie knorledgeable ln the identiflcation
and blology of these specles ln potenilall.y aultable habltats
ylthin the prorect boundary. PlCaae provlae the follorrlng
lnfornatl.on that has not resulted fron prevlous survey6: ,

(a) a descrlptlon of the aurvey nethods, lncludlng dates
and tlDea of observatlon, Dap of survey area, total
tlne spent surveying, and reaults of the surveya you

- conducted;

(b)  habi tat .assegErnenta for  these speciee fo l lor ing
approprlate Ft{S guldance, lncludLng deacriptlona of
effecta of the actl.one likely to lurpact the speciee in
the project areai

(c, a descriptlon of the effects of non-natlve fieh on
nat ive anphiblans;

(d) detalLed planB or neaBures to protect each of these
sensltive speoJ,ee that are found ln the proJect area,
and that could be adversely affected by the project;
and

(e) docunentatlon that you consulted wlth the agenciee to
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deternl.ne rrhether the proJect rDay: affect any of the
eurveyed specLes or nh€ther additional aurveye would be
needed.

11.  Dur ing f l led lnspectLons of  the pioJect  area,  f t f teen
populat lonE of  th€ federal ly- l ls ted threatehed and state- l lEted
endangered sprlngvllle clarkia lrere found along the exiating
proJectte fluEe and penstock. Becauae of giound and vegetatlon
dLaturbance cauEed fron nal,ntenance actlvltiee, you 6tate that
there could be potentlally elgnlflcant adveree lupactS on thle
specl .ee.

you atate that your Endangered speciea Alert Prograrn has
recently been updated to Lnclude the locatlons of the Sprlngville
c lark ia,  and that  scE etnployees are of fered. ' t ra ln lng on lnpact
avoldance. Hoeever, re need better lnsuranbe that known
populat ions s l l l  not  be adversely af fected on th is species.

Therefore, ln conpll,ance rrlth the Endalgered specl.e6 Act
through consultatLon slth the Ft{S and cDfc,lplease ldentlfy the
extent of speclfic irnpacte expected on the knosn populatLone of
the sprlngMll,le clarkia in the proJect areal and a descrl.ptlon of
vlable DeaEure8 you propose to protect and irreserve theD. You
ehould al6o provlde docunentatl.on that you ionsulted nlth the
agencJ.es, inlludlng their responeee, and anjr cost estinate for
Inplenentlng the neasures you propose.

L2. Please provlde a achedule for lnplenentlng your
propoaed Rlver Interpretative Program, and _cost egtLDate6 for
producing and inplenenting the prograD. Exflain r,rhat long terD
partlclpatlon and fundlng scE rrlll provlde to the Fs.

13.  tn your consul tat l .on sesel .ons r i th the agencles,
vandalleD problens at the proJect vere ldentlfied, along lrlth
neasurea to Danage vandallsn. Please provlde a achedule for
lnplenentlng the-neaeurea to Danage vanaallin at the project, and
cost estiuates for producing slgnage and other nanagetoent
Eethods.

14. Iour ll.cense appllcation refers to seven key
observatl-on polnts (KOPe) of aeathetLc vlsuil. lnpact, but does
not provlde photographs of the vlews fron the RoPs. Please
provide rnaps, drawlngs, and color panor6nlg rphotographs
sufficlent to provide an understandlng of the proJectrs aesthetlc
lnpacts. Addltlonally, pleaBe provlde conpgter enhanced
photographs of varLous alternative aesthetlc treatDent8 for the
water conveyance sygteD closest to hLghuay 19o.

15.  State nhether there have been any'atudies to increase
the capacity of the plant. If there have been studies, please
provide coples of the studles.

- - ]
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wasHtNctoN. D c 20426

6)4i;i 1'  l ' /

o F H C E  O F  H V D n O P O W E n  t t C E i l S t N O

Ur. WeEIey lloody
General l,lanager
southern callfornla Edison conpany
2244 Walnut  crove Avenue
P .O .  Box  80o
Ro6enead, CA 91770

ProJect  No. 372-OO8 --  cal i fornla
Loner TuIe Hydrogtectr ic  project
southern callfornla Edison cornpany

Enclosure 3
schedule A

cc:  Servlce List
Publ ic  Fi le

ocT 2 9 1998

Dear l{r. l{oody:

l{e need addltlonal infornation before ue can conplete our
evaluat ion of  your l icense appl icat lon for  th lg proJei t .  Under
sectLon 1.32(9) of  the ConnisElonrs regrulat lone,-yoi  have t2o
day6 frotn the date of thls letter to provlde the lnfornation we
request in the enclosed ScheduLe A. If the requested lnfornation
cause€r any other part.of the appllcatlon to be inaccurate, that
part Dust aleo be revLsed and reflled by the due date.

We ask you to provLde both agency conmenta and your response
to those comnents. Wlthin five days of receipt, you should
provide a copy of thls letter and the enclosed sciedule to all
agencies that ire ask you.to consult. Then, nhen you conplete
your response, nake a vritten request to the agencies foi
conDent. Allou the agencies at leaEt 30 days to respond before
f l l lng the lnfornrat lon wl th the Corur lselon.  In your- f l l lng,  you
6hould-lncLude coplea of all agency coMenta and-reconnenaiil-ons,
and tell hor you addrees then. ff the agenci.ee do not reply, you
Ehould provlde ua dated copiea of your letters of request- f6r
conlnents.

. _ when you file the requested lnfonnatlon rlth us, you nust at
the saDe tine serve copiee of the fillng on each agei.rc! consulted
under sect lon 4.38 of  the regul .at lons.

I f  you have any questLons,  p lease contact  Nan Al len at  (202)
2I9-2938.

S lnce re l y ,  , .

/"fu"!rl"*:.*W
( Dftector V

\ytt." 
of Hydroponer Llcenslng
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16. subDlt  r  s lngte- l lne dlagraD,. lnc lu4tng exlst lng systeDfacl l l t les ldent l f led_by nane ana 6trcut i  number,  that  shou
Byaten t ranEnlseron elenents.and syaten loads ln ' rer . i ron- i "  t r r "project and other prlnclpat interc6nnectla 

"y"-.r--i;il;ir:- 

'

t 7 .  On  page  E -1 -8 ,  eec t l , onE  1 .3 .6  and  L .3 .7 , -  you  l i s tprograna,-  t 'ea 'urea,  and facl l l t le6 reconnended by alencies-anaproposed by scE. provLde a cost related to thesl f€;;;-G #;ywere to be carrLed.out .

18.  Provlde two copLes of  each of  the fo l lowing:

(a)  Cal l fornLa publ lc  Ut l l l t les Counl .esLon Decleion
97106-060 uent l .oned on page H(a)_2 of  t f re- i tcen"e
appl lcat lon, .  and

(b) Callfornla Energy Connlssl.on ER96 ataff testlnony
attachnent I 'Electrlc SuDpIy and Denand iiii iJ.,,,
dated June 18,  1996.

19. provide an estlnate of the unanortlzed debt for theLor,rer  ?ule proJect  as of  Decerober 31,  1992.

20.  provlde a l let  of  the potent la l ly  re levant
conprehenslve plane referred to on page H(a)_6,  s"" t lon H.a.g.of  the l icense appl lcat ion.  

. . !e 'v"
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